PAGE 4 THE SHORELINE JOURNAL - SEPTEMBER, 2026

Buckle up.
We are at war!

My, oh my, where has the summer gone? Seems like
yesterday, we were talking about how fast the dandelions
were growing, but here we are one month away from
the season changing to fall.

It’s not hard to realize summer is quickly disappearing
when you consider some farmers are getting a third cut
of hay or silage; school opens within two weeks; blue-
berry harvest is over for many farmers and product is in
storage.

Now we are looking out the corner of our eye won-
dering if the USA eastern seaboard is going to send us
much in the way of hurricanes.

This weekend, just as we thought negotiations were
going well, as Prime Minister’s team were racing toward
a successful conclusion after Trump put a three day
pause on implementing his 50% tariffs on $27-Billion of
Canadian products exported to USA.

Meanwhile as Trump was bragging a deal seemed
probable, his team at the table were introducing new de-
mands and recanting previous ones. Hours before the Fri-
day midnight deadline, Carney had enough.

Thankfully, he had the spine to abandon discussions
by requesting Dominic LeBlanc and team return to Ot-
tawa. Carney believed it was better for Canada to allow
Trump impose his 50% tariffs; then Canada retaliate with
its own schedule of restrictions on an equal amount on
USA products /services entering Canada than to sign a
bad deal.

In doing so, Canada lead by Prime Minister Carney,all
premiers and members of their teams have proven to its
global trading partners, Canada has the strength and
commitment to stand up to its neighbour and world’s
largest economy.

Yes, there will be some rough days ahead filled with
pain and anguish, but remember our elbows are up; we
do not want to be the 51st state; nor do we want to be
dictated to, or under of Trump and his cronies. Our cur-
rent status of being the best performing economy of the
G-7 countries and a multitude of other close global
friends and partners, Canada is assured of dedicated sup-
port to assist in derailing Trump in his quest to global
dominance, through threats and intimidation, to control
the global economy, energy and oil resources.

Together we are stronger and unbeatable.I predict by
mid-November we will see a brighter future lies ahead
and by early February things will start being much better.

Shoreline Journal readers can play an important role
in starting and helping grow an online / social media war
against Trump and his Republican followers. Last winter
I developed a number of websites, but didn’t have the
resources to get them into high awareness and usage.

If you wish to help in the war against Trump, without
getting out of your comfortable chair, please visit this
website:
https://canadianssupportingamericansagainsttrump.com/
answer any or all questions, then post the link on any so-
cial media you frequent, plus send to anyone in your
email list.

Wouldn't it be neat if Nova Scotians, using their social
media talents could be the catalyst to engage up to 41-
Million Canadians leading a social media war against
Trump’s Republicans.

If you are still curious visit these two websites which
were developed last winter:
https://americansagainsttrumpsadministration.com/ and
https://democtatssupportingrepublicansagainsttrump.com/

I have to congratulate Premier Houston for a very vi-
sionary and positive speech he gave to rally the troops
during his “State of the Province” address to a packed
house in an event hosted by the Truro & Colchester
Chamber of Commerce in Truro on August 4th. (Entire
speech notes are published on Page 12 of this issue.)

Normally, an entire speech is not published, word for
word, but I felt the message was so comprehensive and
clear outlining the route to making Nova Scotia’s econ-
omy along the best in the nation. Now we must bear
down and make it happen.

In closing, I must echo Tom Taggart’s remarks congrat-
ulating the large volunteer team, who rose to the chal-
lenge, putting their shoulders to the wheel, to lead 4-H
members for saving NSPE and being successful when all
odds were against them - little experience, inheriting a
mess and no money.

Trump should take notice what Nova Scotians and
Canadians can do.

Maurice

This is an open forum for your opinions and comments.

MAIL TO: The Shoreline Journal, P.O. Box 41, Bass River, NS, BOM 1B0
(902) 647-2968; Fax: 902-647-2194 Email: maurice@theshorelinejournal.com

(Letters to the editor )\

Dear editor:

I am writing in re-
sponse to your recent arti-
cle covering our escalating
extreme weather. Over the
last few years, many of my
friends have had to evacu-
ate their homes due to
devastating forest fires and

have dealt with severe
damages from highly un-
usual weather events.
Watching the people I
care about lose their sense
of safety is terrifying.
These escalating disas-
ters are a direct product
of our ongoing depend-

ence on fossil fuels. Yet,
our government contin-
ues to pour fuel on the
flames by subsidizing and
expanding new oil and
gas projects. The science
is undeniably clear: fur-
ther extraction guarantees
hotter heat waves and

Dear editor:

Homelessness in
Canada has doubled since
2018, driven by the
shrinking supply of afford-
able rental units for the
lowest-income  Canadi-
ans. According to the
Canadian Alliance to End
Homelessness, nearly
a million more Canadians
are on the edge of home-
lessness right now. So,
without action, the prob-

lem in our community is
likely to get even worse.
But we have a once-in-
a-decade opportunity to
change course,
because Canada’s next na-
tional housing strategy
is being developed right
now.A reimagined Canada
Housing Benefit alone
could reduce homeless-
ness by 60% and provide
housing security for hun-
dreds of thousands of fam-

ilies. We also need deeply
affordable housing.

Now is the time for the
government to prioti-
tize homelessness.
Our federal representa-
tives need to hear
us loud and clear.

I'm encouraging read-
ers to help speak up. Go
to caeh.ca/nhs-letter to
learn more & take action.

Thank you, Jacqueline Fahey
nb6seamus@yahoo.ca

When Twelve Hours Becomes Normal
To the Editor,

[ recently spent roughly 12 hours in a Nova
Scotia emergency department after breaking
three toes and suffering two fractures in my
foot. I am not suggesting my injury should
have taken priority over a life-threatening
emergency. It should not have. That distinc-
tion is central to what [ am writing about.

My foot is not the story. It is what put me
in the waiting room long enough to see a
much larger problem firsthand.

Emergency departments must prioritize
patients according to clinical need. Health-
care workers face enormous pressures,
staffing shortages and crowded hospitals. This
is not an indictment of frontline staff. They are
working within a system that routinely asks
too much of them.The problem is the system
around them.

While I was there, I watched another pa-
tient leave the hospital only to return because
his IV had not been removed. He then spent
hours back in the waiting room trying to re-
solve the issue while dealing with a broken
eye socket. I do not know the circumstances
behind his care, but I witnessed a patient
forced to return and wait again because a
basic part of the discharge process had not
been completed.

What made this experience particularly re-
vealing is that [ was in a rural hospital. After
my X-ray was completed, the hospital con-
sulted with Halifax repeatedly over a roughly
eight hour period.I was then told another X-
ray was wanted. By then, the primary techni-
cian's shift had ended, so someone had to be
called in to repeat imaging already per-
formed.

That is more than a frustrating delay. It is
an example of how gaps in staffing, capacity
and coordination create inefficiency and
added costs.When a hospital lacks timely ac-
cess to expertise or staffing, delays com-
pound. Work gets duplicated. Staff are called
in. Patients wait longer. The system spends
more while delivering less.

The answer cannot simply be to tell rural
Nova Scotians to wait longer. Rural hospitals
need the resources to manage the cases they

are equipped to treat, along with efficient ac-
cess to expertise they cannot provide locally.
The right investments could reduce delays,
eliminate duplicated work and save money.

We have become accustomed to hallway
medicine, emergency-department overcrowd-
ing, surgical backlogs, staffing shortages and
patients waiting hours for treatment. Each
story can be dismissed as isolated. Taken to-
gether, they point to something more serious:
a healthcare system in which dysfunction is
becoming normalized.

The government can publish statistics and
announce investments, programs and recruit-
ment initiatives. Those things matter, but the
real measure is whether the system works
when someone needs it. Healthcare is not suc-
cessful simply because money has been allo-
cated; it is successful when people receive
timely, efficient care.

Nova Scotians pay substantial taxes for
public services.We should expect that money
to produce a system that works efficiently—
not one where gaps in staffing, coordination
and access create unnecessary delays and
COStS.

This is not about my foot. A 12-hour wait
for a non-life-threatening injury matters be-
cause it exposes how inefficiency affects pa-
tients, staff and taxpayers when the system is
under strain. The same failures become far
more consequential when the next patient
cannot afford to wait.

Tim Houston’s government should meas-
ure more than spending or positions filled. It
should track repeated diagnostic work,
staffing call-ins, delays waiting for specialist
advice, and patients returning because basic
processes failed the first time.These are meas-
ures of whether the system is functioning ef-
ficiently.

Frontline healthcare workers deserve the
resources to do their jobs. Patients deserve
timely care. Taxpayers deserve value for the
money they contribute. Twelve hours may be
one patient's experience, but it should not be-
come the standard we accept. We need to
stop normalizing inefficiency and demand a
healthcare system that works.

Dylan McLeod, Ardoise, Nova Scotia

worse fires. New fossil
fuel projects are com-
pletely incompatible with
securing a safe climate.
We need real action.
There can be no pipelines
on a burning planet.
Sincerely, Dominic Lacroix
dlacroix101@proton.me
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BASS RIVER:

Bayside Pharmacy

Dominion Chair Factory Store
BIBLE HILL:

CW. Fraser Pharmacy

MacQuarries Pharmacy

Kennedy's Deli - Ryland Ave
DEBERT:

Debert Mini-Mart
FIVE ISLANDS:

Masstown Market Five Islands
GLENHOLME:

Double “C" Truckstop
GREAT VILLAGE:

Wilson's Gas
MAITLAND:

Frieze & Roy General Store
MASSTOWN:

Masstown Market

MTM Retail Gas (Petro-Can)
MILLBROOK:

Super 8 Motel

Hampton Inn & Suites
NORTH RIVER:

Grant's Grocery
PARRSBORO:

CrossRoads Co-op

Ken's Grocery

Wright's Pharmasave
TRURO:

Atlantic Superstore

Best Western Glengarry

Holiday Inn

MacQuarrie's Pharmasave

(Esplanade)
Rath Eastlink Comm Centre
Colchester East Hants Health
Centre - Coffee Shop

NEWSPAPERS IN
EDUCATION:

Each classroom at the following

schools will receive a copy of the

Shoreline Journal:

Bass River Consolidated;

Great Village Elementary; Debert

Elementary; Chiganois Elementary;

Central Colchester Junior High

School; Parrsboro Elementary and

Parrsboro Regional High School.

We are interested in placing the
Shoreline Journal in additional
locations. If you have a suggestion, or
wish to have the Shoreline available
from your store, please contact:
Maurice Rees, Publisher,
902-647-2968, or E-MAIL:
maurice@theshorelinejournal.com

W
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