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Charles Harringtons checks on the quality of wild blueberries

filling up the bins. This is the first year he has harvested these 12
acres berry fields with his own machinery. Back in the 70’s Charles
was one of the local teenagers picking them using hand rakes.

Charles Gets Own Harvester

By Linda Harrington

More and more businesses
are facing labour shortages in
post-CERB times, something
farmers have been facing for a
number of years.

August used to be the
month  when  teenagers
headed to the blueberry fields,
dreaming of spending their
hard-earned fortune on trendy
clothes for back to school, fun
times at the Exhibition or their
first set of wheels. Long hot
days slinging a hand rake,
sneaking the best berries from
under the roped off area,
dumping berries into pail after
pail resulted in a sizable first
pay cheque for those willing
to work hard.

Times changed! Teenagers
found other jobs and raking
crews were replaced by auto-
mated pickers. One tractor
with a harvester required just
two people instead of a dozen
rakers. Metal pails were re-
placed by plastic boxes able to
hold an average of 25-301bs of
berries. Each box had to be
handled by the worker on
back, eventually loaded onto a
truck and then unloaded onto
pallets at the receiving shed.

Times changed! It was hard
to find workers willing to
stand on the back of a picker
for 12 hours a day, handling
301b box after box in the hot
summer sun. These boxes re-
quired a great deal of han-
dling! From the field, then to
the receiving shed and finally
to the processor. They have
been replaced by 60 Ib plastic
bins which can hold 250- 300
Ibs of berries and the worker
on the back has been replaced
by a bin loader and second
tractor.

Charles Harrington grew

up in Glenholme like many
teenagers, heading to the
berry field each August. He
helped his father clear family
blueberry land from the time
he was old enough to carry a
chain saw. After Hurricane
Juan flattened his woodlot, he
began to clear acres of his
own wild blueberry fields.
When Charles took over the
family blueberry fields, local
kids still wanted to rake but
within a few years the lack of
crews left berry crops unhar-
vested in the fields. Even when
harvesters became more pop-
ular, it was hard to get some-
one to come to your field right
when your crop was ready to
pick.

Eventually, a friend bought
his own harvester and agreed
to pick the fields. Charles had
three sons, who each worked
on the back of the harvester
for their first summer jobs and
once they moved on,and it be-
came hard to find someone,
Charles himself spent many
summers on the back.

Replacing simple hand
rakes and buckets with mech-
anization was a huge cost out-
lay for farmers but with good
prices there was still room for
profit.Then prices began fluc-
tuating from a high of over a
$1/Ib to a few years of low
prices leaving farmers in the
red at the end of the year.
Many of those with smaller
acreage decided it was time to
get out of the blueberry busi-
ness.

The last few years receiving
sheds began to put the word
out they would soon not ac-
cept the small boxes. This
would mean more financial in-
vestments for wild blueberry
farmers. Even if you already

Hand rakes have been replaced by harvesters in the wild
blueberry fields but the concept of metal teeth gently pulling the
berries from the vines is similar. Charles checks over the “teeth”

to make sure none are bent or broken.

The new bins hold between 250-3001bs resulting in a lot less
handling for today’s wild blueberry harvest.

had a harvester, they would
have to be retrofitted to attach
a bin loader and you would
need a second tractor to load
the 300lb bins. The govern-
ment offered grants for a cou-
ple years to help with the

conversion but some farmers
just simply didn’t have the
money required to invest.

For Charles, the post Juan
blueberry lands were just now
starting to produce berries,
doubling the acreage needing

Loading berries as the sun sets! A second tractor is required to
move the filled bins around the field and onto trailers or trucks
to be transported to the receiving sheds.

to be harvested. This meant a
big financial decision...buy
the gear needed to carry on in-
dependently or get out of the
business. A tough choice to
make after investing over forty
years of your life in the blue-
berry lands located in your
back yard. He was fortunate to
find a good used tractor, har-
vester and bin loader for sale.
With rumors the price might
be good this year, he made the
purchase knowing it will be

years before recouping the in-
vestment but hoping there are
some good crops and prices in
the years to come.

2021 has been one of the
hottest harvest years on
record, so Charles is thankful
he is in an air-conditioned cab
and not slinging a blueberry
rake in the sweltering field.
The days can still be long and
lonely. There was a lot of fun
had by those teenage berry
raking crews in times gone by!

STAY THE COURSE CUMBERLAND-COLCHESTER
Got Your Back!

Re-Elect Lenore Zann

For Member of Parliament

Election Day September 20, 2021

“Let’s do this together!”

To donate, volunteer or take a sign - please go to www.lenore.ca

This message is approved by the Official Agent of Lenore Zann





<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (None)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Average
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Average
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


