
By Hope Bridgewater
The 115th Anniversary

of the Old Wentworth Val-
ley Schoolhouse was cele-
brated in a grand and
friendly style. An important
theme at this 2018 Re-
union is the 1903 date be-
cause in 1902 Alexander
Munroe, a resident of the
Valley, received a contract
from the School Trustees to
build a new school at the
same site for $530. 

The old school was or-
dered replaced by School
Inspector Craig and a new
one built by August 1,
1903. The beautiful site still
remains amid August green-
ery as it is situated next to
a Cobequid Mountain
range which has a peak
called High Head and a
brook which begins the
Wallace River. 

This Heritage School-
house was a one-room
school for grades one to
eleven, but in 1958 this
school was amalgamated
with all the other Went-
worth schools into an Ele-
mentary School at
Wentworth Centre with
bus service. The older
grades seven to eleven
were given bus service to
Pugwash District High
School. 

What happened at the
Valley? The residents ob-
tained the School for com-
munity use as a rifle club
and a ski club. The group

called the Friends of the
Old Valley Schoolhouse,
using the official name of
Wentworth Valley Commu-
nity Hall Association, de-
cided to restore the school
with volunteer work, fund-
raising, and government
grants to a great level and it
was name a Heritage
School by the County of
Cumberland, as it repre-
sented the many one-room
schools which dotted rural
Nova Scotia.

This column for the
2018 Reunion, along with
textual commentary, uses
photos and texts, to find
out about this splendid
event. This reunion was
planned and prepared by
the Directors of the Went-
worth Valley Community
Hall Community Associa-
tion, also known as Friends
of the Old Wentworth Val-
ley School House. 

The schedule was
packed with worthwhile
entertainment and knowl-
edge, except that at
1:00pm unfortunately the
Hike to High Head, spon-
sored by the Wentworth
Learning Center, was can-
celled due to very warm
weather. However, the rest
of the program was very
successful as follows: at
2:00pm admission to the
Reunion required an item
for the auction; from
2:30pm to 4:00pm an Auc-
tion was held in the scenic
field next to the school;
from 4:00pm to 6:00pm a
meal and friendship time
was held; from 6:00pm
until closing time musical
entertainment and  prizes
ended a wonderful day.

The dedicated work of
the Friends of the Old
Wentworth Valley School
House resulted in an inspir-
ing and wonderful program
for everyone present. We
thank all of the Director
Friends: Debbie Barclay,
Chair, Carol Hyslop, Secre-
tary/Treasurer, Butch Atkin-
son, Debi Atkinson, Harold
Barclay, Andy Hunt, Bobby
Hunt, Francie Hunt, Shan-
non Letcher, Ernest Wood,
Marion Hunt, Honorary Di-
rector, Bud MacDonald,
Honorary Directory.
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Before the meal at 4pm, Harold Barclay and Shannon Letcher
barbecued pork. Other helpers in cooking and kitchen work

wear Debbie Barclay, Carrie Barclay and Debi Atkinson. 
(Carol Hyslop Photo)

Outdoors in the beautiful yard
surrounded by greenery, Bob
Lafrance is a talented, skillful,

humorous and factual
auctioneer. In this photo Bob
Lafrance auctions off a jug of

beautiful flowers. 
(Hope Bridgewater Photo)

The Heritage Old Wentworth Valley Schoolhouse is maintained in
excellent condition with restoration, additions, repairs, and

continuing support by Friends of the Old Valley Schoolhouse.
(Carol Hyslop Photo)

Kathy MacDonald, pianist, and Wayne Elliott, singer and guitarist,
make toe-tapping music while entertaining folks after the tasty
meal. During this time Carol Hyslop stops them long enough to

give out prizes and a 50/50: Shannon Letcher, 50/50; Raffle
Prizes:  3rd prize:  Harold Barclay, 2nd prize, Doreen Barclay,

Basket 1st prize: Terry Hunt.

Friendships are revived during the Reunion when Stuart
Weatherbee, Brian Hunt and Barry Beebe remember being in
Grade Primary in 1957 at the Old Wentworth Valley School
House. Do you remember being in Grade Primary? They

remember and are now celebrating that time as happy men.
(Carol Hyslop Photo)

Robert Hunt teams up with Bob Lafrance to make the auction a
success by handing out items to Bob and then delivering the
prize to the winning bidder. After a hard work of auctioning

from 2:30pm - 4:00pm both are tired, but happy.
(Hope Bridgewater Photo)

115TH Anniversary Schoolhouse Reunion Kittens/Puppies (our furry friends)

We were born in the wild
But now need a home

Where we can play safely
With freedom to roam

If you can help us
Then please come and see
Why the best things in life
Are those that are “free!”

God bless and thank-you, Thomas a. Marshall (ex-navy)
Dedicated to the S.C.P.A /Humaine Society
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