
By Linda Harrington 
When you walk through

the door at the Debert work-
shop, the aroma of fresh
herbs immediately greets
your senses. This is the brand
new location for Pearl & Daisy
Natural Soap Company.

Company owner Rebecca
Taylor has mixed emotions
about moving production
from her home in
Londonderry. “I am excited
we are growing so much we
needed to expand, and I love
this new space in CoRDA’s
Incubator Mall, but the roots
of our company are still very
much in Londonderry.” 

Rebecca and husband Dan
moved to Londonderry from
Ontario about 4 years ago.
They have two daughters,
aged 10 & 12, and she says she
immediately fell in love with
the property in Londonderry
where they moved to be true
to their values. “I love it here
in Nova Scotia and want my
business to be authentic and
reflect my connection to
Nova Scotia. I built this busi-
ness on values, have stayed
true and now success is com-
ing,” says Rebecca.

One exciting success story
is the recent invitation to
sponsor the official gift
lounge, backstage at the 2011
Canadian Country Music
Awards in Hamilton, ON.
Rebecca says she was
shocked and very excited to
receive the invitation. “It fits
in well with our expansion.
Since the announcement, our
facebook connections have
tripled and there has been
more interest from gift stores,”
she says. “My mom always said
just be yourself and do your
best. I’ve tried to listen to that
advice, and it seems to work.”

Rebecca is excited to have
Amanda Langille accompany-
ing her to the CCMA’s, “We’ve
hired her as a consultant until
December to help us with
communications and media.
She’s such a talented and ded-
icated person with a strong
desire to build prosperity in
Londonderry.”

Pearl & Daisy Natural Soap
Company is the result of
many hours and many late
nights. Rebecca has had her
hand into every aspect of the
business from designing pack-
aging, researching and devel-
oping aromatherapy blends,
to actual soap preparation. “I
took my time developing the
brand, making sure it was the
best it could be before launch-
ing into sales,” she says. “I
wanted to bring high quality,
all natural products to the gift
store market.”

This slow and steady
approach has paid off with
Pearl & Daisy Natural Soap
Company recently winning
“Best Small Exhibitor” out of
approximately 1000
exhibitors at the Toronto
Trade Show. The product has
just been accepted at 12 new
stores, bringing the total to
over 70 stores across Canada
and the US.

“This is the reason for the
expansion. We could not con-
tinue making soap in a lobster
pot, on a hot plate, and pour-
ing into molds that could only
make 96 bars at a time. At this
new location, with the new
equipment, we can make
1000 bars at a time,” says
Rebecca.

Rebecca has a firm belief in
buying local as much as possi-
ble and making connections
with other businesses in the
area. She buys her beeswax
from Kittilsen’s Honey on the
Weatherby Road, Debert. Her
new equipment was made by
Paul Garbes, at Specialty Steel,
in Debert. “It is nice to make
connections and build pros-
perity in our local community,
so we all benefit,” she says. “I
have no feelings of competive-
ness, I think we call can be
prosperous in our own way.”

Rebecca has had no formal
training in soap making but
has been learning on her own
for the past 12 years. She says
it is important to use thera-
peutic grade essential oils and
she blends traditional herbal
plants, used hundreds of years
ago, into products such as
facial masks. Pearl & Daisy
Natural Soaps are made using
a traditional hand-stirred ket-
tle process and traditional
ingredients.

Even the company name
has a connection to past. The
company is named for
Rebecca’s great-grandmother
Pearl, and her sister Daisy, who
grew up in Londonderry in the
early 1900s. It just happens to
be a fitting tribute to the ocean
(pearl) and meadows (daisy)
that inspire the products. It’s
also a nod to a simpler time,
when people made their own
soap and skin care using tradi-
tional techniques.

Rebecca is really touched
when she gets calls from cus-
tomers who want to reorder
her products. “It is very hum-
bling when people care so
much about a product like
our lip balm that they would
take the time to call and place
and order.”

The recent invite to the
CCMA’s comes with a bit of a
dilemma for Rebecca. She can
only take three of her eight

collections and the company
has set up a poll on its
Facebook page for people to
vote for their favourite Pearl
& Daisy collection. Everyone
who participates will be

entered in a draw to win one
of three chosen Pearl & Daisy
gift boxes, complete with
celebrity autographs by
Canada’s top country stars.

Pearl & Daisy products are
available locally at the
Masstown Market and
Saltscapes General Store or
through the online store at
www.pearlanddaisy.com.
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By Linda Harrington 
The concrete footings

have been poured for a
Monument at the Bass River
Fire Hall to honour firefight-
ers who have served and
continue to serve as mem-
bers of the Bass River Fire
Brigade.

The monument stone
will come from Wallace and
master stone carver Heather
Lawson, from Bass River, will
be doing the carving.

Alex Elsom, of Birch Hill,
has donated a fire hydrant
for the memorial. The
hydrant was built in 1960,
the same year Bass River
Fire Brigade was incorporat-
ed. The hydrant will be mod-
ified to become an eternal
light and installed next to
the stone monument.

Two Colorado blue
spruce trees, donated by Joe
Christensen, have been
planted at the location.

WORK BEGINS
on Bass River Firemen’s

Memorial Monument

Peter Christensen shovels some gravel around the footings of
what will soon be a new Firemen’s Memorial Monument for the
Bass River Fire Brigade. (Harrington Photo)

Londonderry’s Pearl & Daisy Soaps 
EXPANDS BUT KEEPS ROOTED TO HOME

PACKAGING

OLD METHOD

NEW METHOD

FRESH SOAP

Bass River United Baptist Church
5692 Hwy 2, Bass River, N.S. BOM 1BO

169 th Anniversary
Everyone is invited to the 

169 th Anniversary Service
of the Bass River United Baptist Church,

Bass River, N.S. at 7 p.m. 

September 18, 2011

Special Speaker: 
Pastor Dennis Leamont

Pastor of Falmouth United Baptist Church

Special Music provided by:
Cornerstone from Hantsport,N.S.

Refreshments Served.  Wheel chair accessible.

For more information contact:
Pastor Larry Tirrell 

Church: 902-647-2567  Home: 902-843-5941


