
By Hope Bridgewater
During the 2010 wild

blueberry season in
August and September,
the Wentworth United
Church Women held a
Wild Blueberry Quilt Fair
and Tea at the Wentworth
United Church for two
days in August from 11
a.m. to 5 p.m. The themes
of wild blueberries and
quilts were intertwined:
UCW members wore t-
shirts with blueberries
represented; pamphlets
on wild blueberries and
festivals were available;
guest exhibitors highlight-
ed decorated blueberry
fabrics and showed how
honey bees (which polli-
nate blueberries) and
blueberries are featured in
food, candles and soap. All
this activity was done in
an environment featuring
over 130 quilts spread dra-
matically over many
church pews and out of
which there were seven
rows of quilts for sale. As
well as supporting the

blueberry industry in
Nova Scotia and support-
ing the health benefits of
blueberries, Wentworth
United Church Women
view this Quilt Fair as an
inspiring way to raise
funds for the charities
which they support. Also,
UCW members have a
particular interest in quilt-
ing as many of them come
to the Wentworth United
Church each Wednesday
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. to
quilt for charity. 

Days before the Quilt
Fair, UCW members made
phone calls and prepared
press releases and advertise-
ments inviting people to
display their quilts for two
days in Wentworth. On the
Tuesday before the Quilt
Fair, UCW members had the
quilt exhibitors come to the
church to register their
quilts and gave each of the
quilters a tag for each quilt
which showed the name of
the quilter, the name of the
quilt and the quilting
method. All day was spent

working at displaying the
quilts and preparing all the
details for the Quilt Fair
happening on Wednesday
and Thursday. 

At the Quilt Fair, UCW
members welcomed the
public with staff at two
reception desks and with
tour assistants who
showed the public the
quilts and who were ready
to answer questions.
Downstairs UCW greeters
showed the public the din-
ing area and other UCW
members served them a
lunch of sandwiches and
blueberry cheesecake
with ice cream and blue-
berry sauce. There was a
friendly social atmosphere
abounding as people greet-
ed one another and met
friends whom they had
not seen for a while.

UCW members were
especially thankful to the
exhibitors who came with
displays to enhance the
wild blueberry theme and
the sponsors (some of the
exhibitors were also spon-
sors). Sponsors who
helped the cause of this
Quilt Fair were Appleton
Chocolates Company,
Debby Lynds, Faye’s
Country Style Hair Design,
Holly’s Jazz & Jewlz,
Emily’s Tattie Take Out,
Thompson’s Berries, Triple
Scoop Ice Cream, Clover
Dale Farm, Sandy Rice of
Timeless Stitches, Faye
Langille of Wentworth
Farms, Wildwind All
Natural Goat’s Milk Soap,
and Beth Durkee of Bee
Illuminated Chandlery. 

Exhibitor from Appleton
Chocolates Company, Beth
Durkee, displayed
Appleton’s delicious
chocolates made by hand
and with many chocolates

containing blueberries.
Beth also noted in her dis-
play the importance of
honeybees in pollinating
wild blueberries in order
to make their growth pos-
sible. Beth displayed can-
dles made from beeswax,
which comes from cap-
pings which young bees
make as they seal each cell
of honey in the hive. Beth
refines the beeswax made
from these cappings to
make the candles. Beth
says that bees fly 150,000
miles to make one pound
of beeswax. Beth also
exhibited Wildwind Soap
made from goat’s milk and
which had examples made
with a blueberry scent. The
jars of honey came from
Wentworth Farms owned
by Logan and Faye Langille.

Exhibitor Marylyn
Rudolph had a display of
many beautiful fabrics
with blueberry designs.
Across the hall exhibitors,
Harry and Sandy Rice from
River John, had tables filled
with products of their
company Timeless Stitches,
a fabric and quilt shop.
They had a display of many
coloured fabrics, which
were 100% cotton. They
are also dealers of Pfaff
sewing and embroidery
machines.

In our guest book, we
saw visitors came from
the following places in
Canada and the U.S.A:
Nova Scotia, New
Brunswick, Prince Edward
Island, Ontario, Alberta,
British Columbia,
Massachusetts, Arizona
and Texas. UCW members
noticed that many more
men attended the Quilt
Fair this year. Among the
men admiring the quilts
were the Honourable
Murray Scott, Pastor
Steven Cochrane of the
Wentworth United
Church and Rev. Darryl
Dykens of the Wentworth
United Baptist Church.

The public voted on
“favourite quilt” and on
both Wednesday and
Thursday Bev Peck of
Amherst won for her quilt
named “Cathedral
Windows.” Votes were
taken on “How many blue-
berries are in this bottle?”
and the winner was Ms.
Boyce. Judy Moore of
Westchester won the UCW
big basket door prize.  

The United Church
Women of Wentworth
were pleased with the
wonderful response of
the public and were
happy that they did their
bit for the blueberry
industry and the artistry
of quilting.
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Horse and Cattle
Round Bale Feeders

AND
Fencing Gates

from 4 to 20 feet

Quality Steel Roofing
Choose from 12 Colours

Community Metals 
& Quality Built Metal Barns
1541 Plains Rd, Debert, NS  902-662-2815

Quality Built
Mini-Barns

� FILL  � GRAVEL  � ROAD CONSTRUCTION
� EXCAVATING  � TRUCKING  � DOZER  
� SEPTIC TANK INSTALLATION
� NEW HOME SITE PREP

Complete and Partial Dentures, Quick Repairs and Relines

ALL DENTAL PLANS ACCEPTED

George Spyridis, D.D.
Quality, Service and Affordability

No Referrral Required

187 Queen St.

843-4187

HELP WANTED
Sorting Strawberry Plants and Perennials.

Mid-Sept to Mid-Dec.

Phone: 668-2004

Balamore Farm Ltd. 
9036 Hwy # 2, R.R.#1

Great Village, NS B0M 1L0

At the recent Wentworth Wild Blueberry Quilt Fair and Tea, Bev Peck of Amherst had her quilt
“Cathedral Windows” voted by the public as favourite quilt on both days, August 18 and 19.

Gary Crosby gathers delicious wild blueberries at the new
Blueberry U-Pick at the farm of Tony and Sandra Phillips,
Weatherby Road, Debert. Gary and his wife, Velona, picked 10 to
15 pounds at half the price of retail.  See the full story on page 22.

Tony Phillips loads another box of wild blueberries into the clean-
er. At half the price of retail, blueberry u-picks are gaining popu-
larity across the province.  See the full story on page 22.

Tony and Sandra Phillips purchased this walk-behind blueberry
harvester to expand the harvest season for their berry produc-
tion.  The harvester allows picking when the fruit is at its best
instead of waiting for the large commercial harvesters to become
available.  See the full story on page 22.

Wentworth Wild Blueberry Harvest Festival


