
By Linda Harrington 
A five member delegation

from Tokyo, Japan were visit-
ing Nova Scotia for three days.
Their purpose was to learn
more about the growth, har-
vest, processing and culinary
use of wild blueberries. The
delegation began their tour in
PEI, and they were continuing
on to Quebec, after their time
in our region.

Peter Rideout, Planning
and Development Officer
with the Dept. of Agriculture,
accompanied the Japanese
delegation while they toured
Nova Scotia. They were able
to view the wild blueberry
harvest directly in the field.
and were given the opportu-
nity to try out a hand rake. He
accompanied them on a tour
of the processing facility in
Oxford and then made a stop
at the Masstown Market to
view products in the retail
market place.

Members of the delegation
included Tomomi Nakagawa,
the PR Manager for Asahi
Agency, Kawasaki Yoshihiro
and Eiichi Imai of J-Wave
Radio and Michiko Kanai and
Mariko Nakagawa of Cuisine
Kingdom magazine.

The Ashahi Agency looks

after promotion of the Wild
Blueberry in Japan on behalf
of the Wild Blueberry
Association of North America
(WBANA). 

Kawasaki Yoshihiro said
that J-Wave radio is one of the
top FM radio stations in Japan.
His said this trip, to explore
the wild blueberry industry,
would be of great interest to
his radio listeners. “The
Japanese people have a great
interest in food and health.
They like to know where
their food comes from.” 

Mr. Yoshihiro spent some
time talking to Laurie
Jennings at the Masstown
Market about how blueber-
ries make their way onto the
store shelves. He also toured
the bakery area and couldn’t
pass up purchasing some of
the wild blueberry biscuits
for a treat.

Cuisine Kingdom maga-
zine is a Japanese culinary
magazine of fine food.

Dave Sangster, General
Manager at the Wild
Blueberry Producers
Association, met up with the
group as they toured the
Masstown Market. The delega-
tion was presented with wild
blueberry promotional mate-

rial, copies of the Shoreline
Journal highlighting the Wild
Blueberry Festival, and a sam-
pling of Thompson’s Wild
Blueberry Juice.

The group seemed to leave
our area rather impressed
with the growth, harvest and
retail sales of wild blueberries
in Nova Scotia.
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Suppers, dances, breakfasts and plenty more fun and festivities were held
throughout the Wild Blueberry Harvest Festival. A great way to celebrate a crop

that is grown throughout our Shoreline area.

www.nswildblueberries.com  OR www.wildblueberryfest.com

Visit our website for health information and recipes. We are a major sponsor of
Wild Blueberry Harvest Festival held in the last two weeks of August. The wild

blueberry industry is a major contributor to the provincial economy.

Wild Blueberry Producers Association of Nova Scotia
168 Dakota Road, P.O. Box 119, Debert, NS B0M 1G0

Telephone: 902/662-3306 Fax: 902/662-3284 
Email: wbpans@ns.aliantzinc.ca

Website: http://nswildblueberries.com/

Wild Blueberry Producers Association 

of Nova Scotia

My Favourite Pet

“Your Pet Nutrition Centre”
65 Industrial Ave, Truro

Phone 895-6366

This is the latest addition to the
extended family of Jimi-Jane
McLellan of Truro. 

Taken December 26, 2008,
young ‘Tux’ was up the
Christmas tree having a nap
until disturbed by the camera
flash. 

A $20.00 gift certificate will
arrive in the mail shortly from
Clarence’s Farm Services and
The Shoreline Journal.

A delegation from Japan were in this area to learn more about
wild blueberry production in Nova Scotia. Show during a stop at
the Masstown Market are: (l-r) Dave Sangster, Kawasaki Yoshihiro,
Peter Rideout, Eiichi Imai, Laurie Jennings, Mariko Nakagawa,
Tomomi Nakagawa and Michiko Kanai. (Harrington Photo)

The younger crowd lined up for a turn in the bouncy house at the
kick-off to the Nova Scotia Wild Blueberry Festival on August 14th.
Events continued throughout the province until August 29th in
celebration of the wild blueberry harvest. (Harrington Photo)

People sat comfortably in their lawn chairs, as the kick-off to the
Nova Scotia Wild Blueberry Festival began at the Truro Marigold
Centre. Entertainment was held throughout the evening of August
14th. (Harrington Photo)

Japanese Delegation Interested in Wild Blueberries

A member of the RCMP was a good sport in the blueberry pie eat-
ing contest at the opening of Nova Scotia Wild Blueberry Festival
on August 14th.  (Harrington Photo)

Patrick Wyllie uses a forklift at C.L. Stonehouse Enterprises to
move the large boxes of blueberries onto the scales and then
into a waiting tractor trailor. This new size of box saves the indi-
vidual handling of the smaller boxes that would hold only about
22 lbs each. (Harrington Photo)

Kay MacDonald, of Springhill, had a hard time deciding which
tastey blueberry baked goods to buy. The choices included pies,
cakes, cupcakes, cookies, muffins, pastries and fruit sticks and
they were flying off the shelves at the Masstown Market during
the Wild Blueberry Festival. (Harrington Photo) Hand raking wild blueberries is hard work but it can be a good

source of summer income for those willing to give it a try. Mathew
Murray, Beth Murray and Riley Jennings (left to right) were eager
to earn some spending money before heading back to school in a
few weeks. (Harrington Photo)


