Bob Murphy Inducted into NS
Country Music Hall of fame
in Bridgewater

By Anita Maclellan

Bob Murphy (Parrs-
boro/Economy) was in-
ducted posthumously into
the NS Country Music
Hall of fame in Bridgewa-
ter on Saturday, Septem-
ber 12th.

To quote words of the
presenter: A proud, Parrs-
boro/Economy musician,
chosen by the Interna-
tional Country Music As-
sociation to represent
Canada twice in Nashville
at the Country Music
Awards Show, speaks vol-
umes of what Bob Mur-
phy, fondly referred to by
his colleagues as “Murph”,
was all about.

From 1963 - 73 Bob
performed in the
pop/rock/country spot-
light as leader with the
Untouchables, Stitch in
Tyme and SOMA, honing
his craft as a musician,

songwriter, arranger and
producer, having several
of his compositions
recorded and released in
Canada and the USA, gain-
ing him national atten-
tion. By 1973 Bob had
moved on to full time
country music and in
early 1978 signed a con-
tract with RCA Records
releasing an album of orig-
inal songs.

Best known as Bob
Murphy and Big Buffalo,
Bob helped shape the
province’s country music
landscape and heritage.
Every country music sta-
tion throughout Atlantic
Canada was spinning Bob
Murphy and Big Buffalo
from 1974 into the early
1980’s.To name some well
known charted record-
ings: Don’t Put The Blame
On Me, Papa’s Wagon, Day
After Day; I just Got Tired

Colchester council, at
its committee meeting on
August 13th, made
changes to its Scholarship
Program Policy, because
Apprenticeship programs
are becoming increasingly
common and were not
fully considered when the
Scholarship Policy was
first brought into effect.

The situation arose be-
cause a June 2026 scholar-
ship recipient, who was
planning to enroll in the
automotive service tech-
nician program at the
NSCC, was put on a two-
year waitlist. They decided
to pursue their education
through Apprenticeship
Nova Scotia instead, got a
position at a local shop

and will be doing their ed-
ucation blocks at NSCC as
they come up. Unfortu-
nately, they were unable
to utilize the scholarship
they received because ac-
cording to the Policy,
funds are typically sent di-
rectly to an educational in-
stitution and do not
account for circumstances
such as this.

Council made six
amendments to the policy
which included Broaden-
ing the definition of post-
secondary education to - a
university degree pro-
gram; a certificate or
diploma program at an ac-
credited university, com-
munity college, or trade
school; or a recognized ap-

of Being Poor, Apple Jack
Wine, and many, many
more.

Throughout the ‘70’s
Bob and his band made
several television appear-
ances: CBC TV Country
Time; Country Jamboree;
George Hamilton IV
Show; Christmas Daddies;
Atlantic Folk Festivals and
many more.

In 1974 Bob and his
band was selected to rep-
resent Canada at the Inter-
national Country Music
Association in Nashville.
At that time, they also per-
formed in Nashville at the
Grand Ole Opry ICCM
Awards Show. In 1975
Bob performed on stage
with Hank Williams Jr at
the Big Country Country
Music Awards.

In 1975 Bob and his
band received an award for
Outstanding Performance
by a Country Group pre-
sented by RPM Big Country
Awards, honouring them

Bob Murphy

The large screen at the front of the presentation hall displays a large photo of Bob Murphy in
Bridgewater on September 12th. (Contributed)
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for distinguished achieve-
ment in the Canadian
Country Music Industry.

Bob and his band per-
formed at several full
blown Maritime tours and
in 1978 and 79 did exten-
sive touring throughout
Ontario and Western
Canada.

Truly a professional in
his field, Bob Murphy
rubbed shoulders with
such well known artists as

Dolly Parton, Johnny
Cash, Merle Haggard,
Hank Williams Jr, Tommy

Hunter and many others
and has certainly left a
lasting for best new im-
print on country music in
Nova Scotia.

Fans in all parts of
Canada, particularly Nova
Scotia will also remember
Bob for having both a
Juno nomination for best
new country artist and a
RPM Big Country Award,
honouring distinguished
achievement in the Cana-
dian Country Music Asso-
ciation Show in Nashville,
also performing on stage
with Hank Williams Jr.

(see also page 1 story)
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Apprenticeship included in Scholarship Policy

be centred here.

% Colchester

prenticeship training pro-

gram administered

through the Nova Scotia

Apprenticeship Agency or

an equivalent provincial

or territorial apprentice-
ship authority. This Policy
will have immediate effect
and will apply to any
scholarship awarded in

June 2026.

Analysis

» Staff reviewed the Policy
and propose changes as
noted in red in the at-
tached to broaden its
scope and allow more
flexibility to address
this and similar situa-
tions in future. Pro-
posed changes
include:

- Broadening the defini-
tion of post-secondary
education to “a univer-
sity degree program;a
certificate or diploma
program at an accred-
ited university, commu-
nity college, or trade
school; or a recognized
apprenticeship training
program administered
through the Nova Scotia
Apprenticeship Agency
or an equivalent provin-
cial or territorial ap-
prenticeship authority”

¢ Adding the following
items to “Administra-
tion of the Policy”:

- Scholarship funds will
normally be paid di-
rectly to the post-sec-
ondary educational
institution and applied
toward tuition or
mandatory fees.

- Where a recipient is en-
rolled in a recognized
apprenticeship training
program that does not
require an upfront tu-
ition payment, the CAO
or designate may au-
thorize payment of the
scholarship toward eli-
gible apprenticeship-re-
lated expenses,
including required
tools, equipment, safety
gear, or training Costs.
Payment may be made
directly to the appren-
tice, employer, training
provider, or vendor
upon receipt of satis-
factory documentation,
as determined by the
Municipality.

- This issue is time sensi-
tive as the scholarship
recipient is waiting to
determine how or if
they will be able to re-
ceive their award.
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Elite Class C Motorhome, model GO 27, serial #
IFDKE30G2KHA339648, manufactured in Brantford,
Ontario November 1988 on Ford chassis, V-8, gas
engine. Gas / Electric Furnace and refrigerator,
Propane water heater, stove and oven. Bathroom in-
cludes tub and shower Sleeps B. Lots of storage, No
known leaks or water damage, Rubber good condition.
All appliances working order. MVI expired, but less

I than 1,000 km during MVI. Selling due to health rea- I
3 sons. Priced to $8,750, obo. q
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