
Week two had the Truro
Bearcats on the road for a
pair of games.  The re-
sponse was good, picking
up wins in both to give the
club a great 4-0 record to
start the year.

Thursday, September 17,
in Pictou County, the
Bearcats and Crushers
played straight up, heading
into the final period tied at
one apiece.

The teams traded goals
in the third, but the
Bearcats scored the last two
for a hard fought 5-3 win.  It
was a solid game with good
goaltending along with
physical play.

Friday the 18th, in
Yarmouth, Truro picked up
a 3-1 win in another close
one.  After a scoreless first
period, the Mariners
opened the scoring, but
Truro pushed back, ac-
counting for the remaining
scoring and the win.

Louca Connolly was
credited with both wins.
The 19-year-old Quebec na-

tive came to the Bearcats
last year fresh from CEGEP
hockey, quickly establishing
a key rule with Truro.  In 28
outings he put together a
19-5-21 record, compiling a
2.69 GAA and .908 Save per-
centage.  In the MHL finals,
he followed the opening
game loss with four straight
wins, and performed ad-
mirably in Centennial Cup
play, winning two and put-
ting up great numbers.

Goaltending has been a
Bearcat strength over the
years.  Last year was the
eleventh year a Bearcat tan-
dem had their names
scribed on the Young-

Kinckle Award.  Connolly
and Sam Berthiaume did
that in their MHL rookie
seasons.

Last Thursday, Connolly
and Crusher, George Gallant,
were both called upon for
key saves in their first meet-
ing of the season.  Gallant
(20) is a Summerside native
who played three seasons
with the Kensington Wild,
picking up top goalie and
All-Star selections along the
way.  The Capital 2022 draft
choice spent the full 2024-
2025 season with the MHL
club but 25 games into last
season was traded to Pictou
County.  In the last meeting,
he clearly was the busier, fac-
ing 48 Bearcat shots.

Bearcat Banter: Rematch On Tap
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Continued from page 6
Kent Building Supplies Joins Nova Scotia Loyal

It is now easier than ever for Nova Scotians to buy
locally made building supplies and materials. Atlantic
Canadian retailer Kent Building Supplies joined the
Nova Scotia Loyal movement September 21, with an
announcement at the store’s Dartmouth Crossing lo-
cation. The program provides stores with marketing
materials and campaigns to help Nova Scotia-made
products stand out on shelves.

“With ongoing trade uncertainty creating chal-
lenges and putting added pressure on Canadian busi-
nesses, buying local has never been more important,”
said Colton LeBlanc, Minister of Growth, Development
and Defence Industries. “Every dollar spent on a Nova
Scotia product is a direct investment in the hard-work-
ing people who build our communities and drive our
economy. Choosing local strengthens demand for
homegrown products, protects jobs and keeps more
money here at home. Nova Scotia Loyal makes that
choice simple by clearly identifying products made
right here in our province.”

The announcement included a small trade show
with Nova Scotia Loyal businesses that have products
sold at Kent. Nova Scotia Loyal merchandising teams
represent more than 800 local producers and 11,500
locally made products. The Province also partners with
Sobeys, Loblaw, Walmart, the Nova Scotia Liquor Corp.,
PetValu and 34 independent retailers who report sales
of eligible local products using the Nova Scotia Loyal
branding are up more than 20 per cent.

2026 Human Rights Awards Nominations
People are invited to submit nominations for this

year’s Nova Scotia Human Rights Awards. The Nova
Scotia Human Rights Commission presents awards an-
nually to Nova Scotians whose work advances human
rights in the province.

“Nova Scotia’s Human Rights Awards recognize peo-
ple who turn the principles of dignity, equity and in-
clusion into meaningful action,” said Joseph Fraser,
Director and CEO of the commission. “We encourage
Nova Scotians to nominate the individuals and organ-
izations whose leadership is helping to strengthen
human rights in their communities.”

People can nominate individual Nova Scotians and
groups who have demonstrated excellence in this area
until November 1.
Award categories are: 

- Youth (up to age 20) – for work that promotes eq-
uity and inclusion, advances understanding of human
rights and its importance in empowering youth to advo-
cate for themselves, their peers and their communities

- Individual (age 21 and older) – someone who
demonstrates leadership and whose work has con-
tributed to change in their community by advancing
equity, inclusion and the value in promoting and pro-
tecting human rights

- Group/Organization – its collective action serves
to protect dignity, advance equity, promote inclusion
and raise awareness of human rights in Nova Scotia

- Dr. Burnley Allan (Rocky) Jones Award – presented
to an individual of African descent whose work re-
flects and builds upon his legacy of championing
racial equality, advancing justice and fostering socio-
economic empowerment

- Wel’lukwen Award – presented to an L’nu individ-
ual (youth or adult), group or organization whose work
advances the rights of Mi’kmaw/Indigenous people
while creating a just, equitable and inclusive society.

continued on page 10

Tid-Bits

CANADIAN JUNIOR HOCKEY LEAGUE
Here’s a look at just some of the ‘Teams to Watch’ from

across the CJHL, heading into the upcoming initial CJHL Top
20 Rankings – Fuelled by Gatorade:
Truro Bearcats
Head Coach: Ryan Falkenham

Taking the reigns in Truro, Falkenham steps in for former
skipper Jon Greenwood who departed the Bearcats to be-
come head coach of Dalhousie University (USPORTS) where
he’ll be guiding the Tigers men’s hockey program. Early in
his watch, Falkenham’s charges are 4-0-0-0 to sit as the lone
unbeaten MHL side in regulation time.
Valley Wildcats
Head Coach: Jesse McLean

Sitting second in the overall MHL table, McLean’s Wildcats
have started their year with seven of a possible eight points

and a record of 3-0-0-1. Each of their three victories have
come in regulation while having the third-leading scorer in
the league entering game action this week.
Chaleur Lightning
Head Coach: Francis Rochon

The Lightning are back for their second season in the
MHL after finishing eighth overall in 2025-26 at 31-18-2-1
and earning the eighth and final playoff spot. The Bathhurst,
N.B.-based Chaleur sit with a mark of 2-1-0-0 to date and
have allowed the third-fewest goals-against in the opening
days of the season with nine.
CJHL CONTACTS

Andy Harkness, President CJHL
aharkness@cjhlhockey.com (E)

Tom Annelin, Director of Communications CJHL
annelin@cjhlhockey.com (E)

cjhlhockey.com (W)

Truro, Valley, Chaleur named “Teams to Watch” before initial CJHL rankings
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