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Province Invests in Biotechnology Sector

The Province is helping biotechnology scale-up
facility the Verschuren Centre expand its capacity,
create new jobs and launch a new training program.
The provincial investment will support further im-
provements to the centre’s specialized precision fer-
mentation technology - unique in Canada - at its
facility in the Sydport Industrial Park in Cape Breton
Regional Municipality. It will position Nova Scotia as
a leader in the biomanufacturing sector and also
allow the centre to support an additional 10 compa-
nies per year and create about 100 new highly
skilled jobs.

The centre will receive $600,000 through the
Province’s Community Economic Development
Fund and another $600,000 from the Atlantic Canada
Opportunities Agency (ACOA).The investment will
also help the centre expand an in-house skills train-
ing program with the College communautaire du
Nouveau-Brunswick to help meet a growing demand
for technicians in fermentation, electronics, automa-
tion and process engineering.

Premier attends Internal Trade Meeting in Iqaluit

Premier Tim Houston presented more opportuni-
ties to remove barriers to internal trade and labour
mobility at the Committee on Internal Trade meeting
in Nunavut.The meeting in Iqaluit on August 27, fo-
cused on practical ways to make it easier for goods,
services, investment and workers to move across
provincial and territorial borders.

Nova Scotia lead a discussion on labour mobility,
including digital credentials for tradespeople and
recognition of key health and safety requirements in
the construction sector.

NSLC First-Quarter Results, 2026-27

The Nova Scotia Liquor Corp. (NSLC) released its
first-quarter financial results September 22. For the
first quarter, from April 1 to June 28,2026, total sales
were $219.4 million, up 0.2 per cent from the same
period last year. Beverage alcohol sales totalled
$182.6 million, down 1.7 per cent, while cannabis
sales reached $36.8 million,up 11.2 per cent. Net in-
come totalled $62.0 million, a decrease of 6.8 per
cent.

Total sales of Nova Scotia beverage alcohol prod-
ucts were $26.1 million, a decrease of 5.1 per cent
compared with the same period last year:- spirits de-
creased 8.7 per cent to $3.1 million; wine decreased
1.6 per cent to $4.3 million; beer decreased 3.9 per
cent to $8.3 million and ready-to-drink products de-
creased 6.3 per cent to $10.3 million.

Nova Scotia cannabis sales increased 13.7 per
cent to $10.5 million, representing 28.6 per cent of
total cannabis sales.

From April 1 to June 28, 2026, the NSLC sold just
over $1.8 million of U.S. products.The NSLC contin-
ues to sell existing U.S. product inventory only and
is not importing any additional products made, man-

ufactured or produced in the United States.
continued on page 7
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port that will show the main themes, which will help
guide the 2027-28 budget.

Nova Scotians know by managing their own budgets
that rising costs are making choices more difficult.I have
faith that people who participate in this consultation will
also understand that government has to make difficult

decisions and trade-offs as well.

The Nova Scotians I met with this summer were clear
with me that we need to protect our future by building
Nova Scotia. Managing our budget is a big part of that
and I invite you to have your say.

Tim Houston, Premier of Nova Scotia can be reached at:
premier@novascotia.ca or 902-424-6600
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Colchester North as well as other rural parts of Nova Sco-
tia.

I am asking that you take the time to get your opinion
on the record.

Please go to “YourBudgetNovaScotia.ca” to find a loca-
tion to attend in person or go online and complete the
survey. If you need assistance, you can call Andrea at my
office 902-641-2335 and she will be happy to help navi-
gate the process.

To finish off this month I wish to go to my favourite
subject, buying local. While it is always important to sup-
port our local business that support our local economy
and produce jobs, it will never be as important as it is
today.

We as Nova Scotia’s and Canadians have been rallying
behind our Federal Government in our anger with the
policies and the trade war thrust upon us by Trump. In
my view there is no doubt as we go forward, we will all
feel the pain, but none of us individually will feel it like
some of our local businesses. I ask that we stay alert and
vigilant and be prepared to ensure that we buy Nova Sco-
tia and Canadian goods first. If there is no choice, I sug-
gest that we delay any major purchase of American
products until this trade war is settled.

I will be very happy to go back to buying from our
southern neighbours once we get this devastating trade
war behind us.

Tom Taggart, MLA, Colchester North, (0) - 902-641-2335 or
tom.taggartmla@gmail.com
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It is our way of helping young workers get a strong
start while filling critical jobs across our province. Learn
if your job qualifies and see how to
apply: https://www.novascotia.ca/more-opportunity-
skilled-trades...

Funding to Help Communities Prepare for Emergencies

The Province is providing more than $800,000 to re-
gional emergency management organizations to help
communities better prepare for, respond to and recover
from emergencies.

Funding for 12 organizations across Nova Scotia from
the Regional Emergency Management Organization
(REMO) Capacity Grant Program will support projects
such as: improving emergency communications systems;
hiring emergency management staff; renting office
spaces; emergency preparedness training and developing
emergency management plans

A regional emergency management organization
brings neighbouring municipalities together to co-ordi-
nate emergency planning, preparedness, response and
recovery across a region.This means 37 municipalities in
Nova Scotia will benefit from the projects receiving fund-
ing.

Regional emergency management organizations play
a crucial role in emergency planning and providing
prompt, co-ordinated responses in their area.They are ac-
tivated to provide centralized co-ordination when emer-

gencies become too large for local agencies to handle
alone.
Seniors Care Grant Applications Open

Seniors in Nova Scotia can now apply for a $750 grant
to help with healthcare and household costs.The annual
Seniors Care Grant program has helped tens of thou-
sands of people across the province with the cost of
home heating, yard work, meal preparation, grocery and
prescription medication deliveries, phone service and
more to help people stay in their homes longer.

People aged 65 and over with a household income up
to $45,100 are eligible for the grant. There are several
ways to apply: online
at: https://www.novascotia.ca/apply-help-household-
healthcare... ; by mail: Seniors Care Grant, PO. Box 160,
STN Central, Halifax, N.S. B3] 2M4 or print applications
are available at Access Nova Scotia centres, constituency
offices or by calling 1-800-670-4357 (toll-free).

The deadline for applications is December 1. Seniors
who are signed up for direct deposit with the Canada
Revenue Agency will receive funds through direct de-
posit.All other eligible applicants will receive their pay-
ment by cheque.This funding is one example of the
government’s commitment to helping Nova Scotians live
well in their homes and communities as they age.

Dave Ritcey is MLA, Truro-Millbrook-Bible Hill-Salmon River.
He can he reached hy telephone at 902-897-0884 or by e-mail

at mlaritcey@bellaliant.com

No sidewalks for Avalon and Bonavista
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Masstown Pharmacy

10655 Highway *2, Masstown

call or text us at 902-603-1010

We offer a wide range of
health and wellness services including:

* Pharmacist Prescribing
* Immunization and Injection Services * Easy Prescription Transfers
« Blister Packaging * Medication Reviews

“We carry a wide variety of over-the-counter items!”

HOURS OF OPERATION:
Monday to Friday

from 9:30am to 5:00pm

Council Committee
recommends that Council
not proceed with the con-
struction of the requested
sidewalks on Avalon Av-
enue and Bonavista Av-
enue in Hilden” The
estimated cost of side-
walks on Avalon Avenue

and Bonavista Avenue is
$2.55M excluding staff
time for design and con-
struction management.
At their June 2026
meeting, Council received
correspondence from a
resident of Avalon Avenue
in Hilden requesting side-

walks on both Avalon Av-
enue and Bonavista Av-
enue.* The request was
based on factors such as
safety of children walking
to school, road curvature
and slope, winter walking
conditions, future devel-
opment and increased

cllstle

bmldlng centres

pedestrian traffic in the
area. Council’s approved
5-year budget does not in-
clude funds for construc-
tion of sidewalks on
Avalon Avenue and Bonav-
ista Avenue

www.masstownhardware.ca |
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