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Notes from our Provincial Capital
New Online Option for Hunting Licences 

The fall sitting of the Legislature began on September
8th, so I have bee logging a lot more hours. Hunters,
guides and trappers are now able to purchase most types
of Nova Scotia hunting licences online.

The Province has launched an e-licensing pilot pro-
gram through HuntNS for the base hunting licence, small
fur-bearing animals and game birds. Convenient and ac-
cessible, it modernizes wildlife licensing services for
Nova Scotians and visitors while maintaining public
safety.

The licences available online include: wildlife habitat
stamp (for residents and non-residents), which is the base
licence required for all hunting and fur harvesting; small
game licence (for residents and non-residents), for snow-
shoe hare and birds such as ring-necked pheasant geese
and ducks;. fur harvester licence (legally restricted to res-
idents), for animals such as beaver, raccoon and fox and
annual commercial guide licences.

Licences can be purchased at: http://huntns.ca. People
also still have the option to buy licences in person.
2026 Nova Scotia Provincial Exhibition

It was wonderful to be on the grounds for the opening
of the Nova Scotia Provincial Exhibition and to celebrate
another year of this great Colchester County tradition.

The Exhibition brings together our
agricultural community, families, vol-
unteers, and visitors from across the
province for a week of fun and cele-
bration.

I was also pleased to take part in
the Grand Champion Showmanship
Competition. It was a privilege to
join such talented young exhibitors
and see firsthand the dedication, hard
work, and pride they bring to the show ring.

Congratulations to all of the exhibitors, volunteers, or-
ganizers, and families who make the Exhibition such a
special part of our community. What a great way to cele-
brate Nova Scotia agriculture.
MOST Program Income Tax Rebate

We want our young people to build their careers and
their lives right here in Nova Scotia. 

If you are under 30 and work in an eligible trade, nurs-
ing position, or film occupation, the MOST program re-
funds your provincial income tax on your first $50,000
earned every single year until you turn 30. That puts thou-
sands of hard-earned dollars back in your pocket year
after year to help pay for groceries, bills, or a down pay-
ment on a home.

Notes from our Provincial Capital
Building our Budget Together

Imagine going to your doctor for a routine checkup.
After reviewing your tests, your doctor sits down and
says, “I’d like to talk about your health.”  That’s what hap-
pened with the Provincial budget for 2026-27.

Nobody looks forward to that conversation, but a di-
agnosis doesn’t create the condition; it reveals it. It tells
you honestly where you are and what you are facing.
Only then can the doctor write the prescription.

Nova Scotia is at a similar moment. Our diagnosis is
clear. Demand for healthcare continues to grow, our
roads, schools and hospitals are aging, the cost of deliv-
ering public services keeps rising and we are running sig-
nificant deficits.

Some say “Just run a billion dollar deficit.”
If only it was that easy. As a government, we don’t have

the luxury of pretending that reality doesn’t exist. That
treatment requires more revenue.

That’s why we are pursuing opportunities in defence,
mining and critical minerals and energy to create good-
paying jobs across our province and bring in the revenue
needed to invest in healthcare, housing and roads with-
out raising taxes.

As our government manages our financial challenges,
families are navigating affordability pressures, uncertainty

created by President Trump’s tariffs
and the reality of serious housing and
cost-of-living challenges.

These pressures are converging in
a way that is reshaping how we must
plan, invest and make decisions.  The
decisions we make now will shape
the Province for the next generation.
That’s why we are building the next
budget together.

Starting September 21, we will be
hosting budget consultations that
offer Nova Scotians the opportunity
to have their voices heard. Dates and locations of the
meetings are at: https://yourbudget.novascotia.ca/en-
gagement-sessions

People can also create and submit the 2027-28 budget
they want to see at https://yourbudget.novascotia.ca or
send in their budget ideas to budget@novascotia.ca or
Department of Finance and Treasury Board, Attention:
Budget Engagement, P.O. Box 187, Halifax, N.S., B3J 2N3.

We want Nova Scotians to understand the numbers,
choices and trade-offs. They can attend a session, send an
email or use an online budget tool to tell us what matters
most to them.  After the consultation we will share a re-

Tim Houston

Notes from our Provincial Capital
Be vigilant buy Nova Scotia and Canadian goods

Fall is here and we have just finished the fall setting of
the legislature. It was very short with all legislation being
passed unanimously. The legislation was mostly just
house cleaning and modernization. The only significant
bill was Bill 263 An Act to Review Performance Based
Regulation for Nova Scotia Power.

This act basically directs the Nova Scotia Energy Board
to conduct an independent review of performance-based
regulation, basically this would examine the potential for
NS Powers rate of return to be tied to performance. To
be clear this is just a review and no change is imminent
just a way to help determine if there is a better or fairer
way forward and how it might impact power rates.

Sept 24 the Department of Finance released its finan-
cial update for the last half of the 2026/2027 fiscal year.
When the budget was approved back in March/April the
projected deficit was 1.2 billion. Today the estimated
deficit is 1.4 billion. A lot of money!

It is the result of ever increasing cost for services such
as health care, seniors care and education. The Depart-
ment of Finance is in the early stages of preparing the
2027/2028 budget and there is no doubt it will be chal-
lenging. Again, with the costs of core government serv-
ices continuing to grow difficult decisions will have to

be made.
Do we cut services? Do we in-

crease the Debt? Do we move forward
with policy intended to grow the
Provinces GDP and grow provincial
revenue, such as responsible resource
development. With this in mind the
government has begun public con-
sultation to get your views and to
help understand your priorities.

There are 2 ways to make your opinion part of the dis-
cussion. There are six public meetings across the
province as well as an online budget building tool. The
online tool is interactive and allows you to make deci-
sions and priorities similar to what the Department of Fi-
nance would.

I am very aware of a person’s reluctance to go to pub-
lic meetings, additionally I am well aware that many of
us do not have the patience to do an online survey.

However, this is important as it will inform the next
budget!

There will be lots of responses from different organ-
ized interest groups from different geographical regions
of Nova Scotia. My concern is that it will not represent
the views, concerns or challenges of the residents of

Tom Taggart
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Dave Ritcey

The monthly “Cliffs
Geopark Column” con-
tinues with this issue.
The three collaborating
authors: Tim Fedak,
David Piper, and Caleb
Grant are the “Geoscien-
tists of the Geopark
who can be reached at:
geoscience@fundygeop-
ark.ca This month’s au-
thors are Tim Fedak
and Caleb Grant.

Let your mind wander
as you stand on the vast
sand flats exposed dur-
ing low tide at Wasson
Bluff. As we walk on the
flats at low tide, our foot-
prints leave fresh marks
in sand that once buried
the bones of Canada’s
oldest dinosaurs. Each of
these sand grains was
frozen in time for 200
million years, but now
continues its journey in
the rock cycle. 

For geologists, sand is
just a very, very small
rock, and one of the last
stages of the rock cycle.
Sand is defined as a rock
grainr that is between
0.06 mm to 2 mm in
size. Sand is one of the
last stages of erosion of
rocks. 

The rock cycle begins
with the creation of pri-
mary rock, such as lava
that burst onto the
Earth’s surface and
formed the dark basalt
that now lines the shores
of the Minas Basin. Ero-
sion then creates large
rocks, called boulders,
anything larger than 256
mm. By forces of erosion,
boulders breakdown to
form cobbles (64 – 265
mm), which breakdown
further to form pebbles
(2 – 64 mm), and eventu-
ally sand. 

Walking along the
shore, it’s hard not to
feel a quiet sense of
wonder knowing that
every tiny grain of sand
underfoot was freed
from a 200-million-year-
old slumber, but has
been set off again on its
slow, steady journey

along the rock cycle.
Right here in our back

yard at Wasson Bluff, we
are witness to both the
grand beginning and the
ongoing process of the
rock cycle. Towering
above the beach stands a
200-mil l ion-year -old
basalt cliff—a massive
wall of primary igneous
rock born in the fiery
belly of the earth during
colossal earthquakes as
the supercontinent Pan-
gaea ripped apart. Dur-
ing an earthquake, that
ancient basalt cliff cast
down heavy boulders
from its exposed top
edge, burying them deep
within blowing sand
dunes. In the equatorial
sunshine far different
from our crisp Nova Sco-
tia air, scorching heat
and whistling winds
pushed those sand
grains up and over large
sand dune ridges. This
was then all buried
deeply and turned to
sandstone. Today, those
ancient boulders sit ex-
posed once again inside
eroding sandstone walls,
slowly dissolving into
fine clay as the powerful
tides of Fundy rise and
fall day after day.

It is a humbling re-
minder of where we
live. Empires come and
go, but here on the
shore, the rock cycle
marches on, now dic-
tated by the relentless,
eternal rhythm of the
Bay of Fundy. Today,
clams and bait worms
call this sandy world
their home, but this sand
once held the bones of
dinosaurs. 

(see photos and
‘Guided Tour’ 

on page 14)

ALONG THE SHORE
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