
By Darrell Cole 
Cumberland Munici-

pal Council has ap-
proved second reading
of an amendment to the
Land-Use to implement
a temporary pause on
accepting AI Data Cen-
tre development permit
applications.

Members of council
were receiving a signifi-
cant amount of commu-
nity-based concern with
regard to the potential
development of AI Data
Centres and wanted to
complete the ongoing
review of the Municipal
Planning Strategy and

Land-Use By-Law before
considering any applica-
tions.

In June, council di-
rected staff to provide
information on the me-
chanics of implement-
ing a moratorium on
accepting applications
for AI Data Centres. This

action is very similar to
the short-term morato-
rium on wind turbine
development enacted by
council in early January
2022. 

Staff recommenda-
tions are based on legal
advice received at that
time.
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Pugwash Fire Department Chief Alex Mundle (second left) accepts the keys to a 2026
Freightliner/Fort Garry four-man crown pumper tanker from Municipality of

Cumberland Mayor Rod Gilroy while municipal fire services manager Kendell Spence
and District 3 Coun. Jennifer Houghtaling look on. (also see truck photo below)

Council Amends Land-Use By-law to pause AI Data Centre Development

For several years the Mu-
nicipality of Cumberland
has invested millions of dol-
lars in its rural fire depart-
ments to better protect
local communities.

The latest addition to the
fleet of fire vehicles was fi-
nalized on Monday, July 20,
2026, with the arrival of a
2026 Freightliner/Fort
Garry four-man crown
pumper tanker for the Pug-
wash Fire Department.

The truck, built in Win-
nipeg, Man. by Fort Garry
Fire Trucks, replaces a 26-
year-old pumper truck.

Chief Alex Mundle ac-
cepted the keys from Mu-
nicipality of Cumberland
Mayor Rod Gilroy and Dis-
trict 3 Coun. Jennifer
Houghtaling and members
of the fire department ‘cere-
moniously’ pushed the old
pumper out of the fire hall
and the new one in.

Municipal council ap-
proved the purchase of the
pumper truck in February
2025 at a cost of just over
$788,000.

“This new vehicle is an-
other important investment
in the safety of the residents
of Pugwash and the sur-
rounding communities,”
Mayor Gilroy said. “It also
ensures our volunteer fire-
fighters have the reliable,
modern apparatus they
need to do their jobs safely
and effectively.”

Allen Cole, the Director
of Protective Services for
the municipality, said the in-
vestment reflects council’s
ongoing commitment to
strengthening fire protec-
tion across the region.

“Our volunteer fire de-
partments are the backbone
of emergency response in
our rural communities and
we will continue to support
them by investing in the
equipment and resources
they need to protect lives,
property and our communi-
ties for years to come,” Cole
said.

Earlier this year, the Parrs-
boro Fire Department took
possession of a 2026 F-550
walk-around rescue truck. It

includes slide-out trays on
both sides, making it easier
for firefighters to access
equipment during emergen-
cies. It replaces a 1994
Freightliner rescue vehicle.

Last fall, the Tidnish
Bridge Volunteer Fire De-
partment received a 2024
Ford F-550 rescue vehicle
that has improved the de-
partment’s ability to re-
spond to emergencies along
the Northumberland Strait. 

Recent investments have
also included F550 rescue
trucks for the Westchester
and Truemanville fire de-
partments and a new
pumper truck for Wallace.
Advocate Harbour’s fire de-
partment received a light
rescue vehicle.

The Springhill Fire De-
partment is receiving a new
pumper truck in 2027 and
in June, council approved
the purchase a new pumper
truck for the Advocate Fire
Department as part of the
2026-27 capital budget. Also
planned is a F550 rescue
truck for Wentworth.

“All our apparatus
(trucks) will be identical in
future, which means that all
the controls will be same,”
Cole said. “This is important
because every fire call is a
mutual aid call and crews
from different departments
need to be able to use each
others equipment and ap-
paratus to make firefighting
more efficient and safe for
the crews.”

The last year has seen the
municipality open a new
fire station in Springhill. It
also invested in breathing
equipment, radios, hoses,
protective gear, and other
safety equipment.

It has also begun planning
a new fire station in the River
Hebert fire district. 

The Municipality of Cum-
berland operates 15 fire de-
partments: Advocate, River
Hebert, FPW, Parrsboro,
Southampton, Springhill,
Collingwood, Truemanville,
Tidnish, Shinimicas, Leices-
ter, Pugwash, Wallace, Went-
worth, and Westchester.

Pugwash Fire Department’s New Pumper/Tanker

The truck, built in Winnipeg, Man. by Fort Garry Fire
Trucks, replaces a 26-year-old pumper truck.

Cumberland Exhibition
August 31–Sept 6

By Lawrence R Nicoll
Just on a drive and when we got to Oxford the wife

suggested I take a few pics
The Cumberland County Exhibition at Oxford was

held from August 31st to Sept. 6th, and what a won-
derful event it was. 4H members need this opportunity
to showcase and keep them engaged in the important
fields of animal husbandry and crop creation. 

There was also a display of artistry of many types, and
a real treat to see. I arrived in time to see young folks in
a race where they first rode their horse to the end of
the arena then led them in a flurry back to the other end
! Lot of energy for certain. In the barns the neigh of one
horse was unforgettable, just had to capture that.

Council approves funding
request from Nova Scotia

Highlanders museum
Council has approved

$15,000 for Nova Scotia High-
landers Military Museum.

The museum preserves
the history of the Nova
Scotia Highlanders
through exhibitions, pro-
gramming, and commu-
nity engagement
initiatives. 

The museum submitted
a letter asking for $15,000
to help with opening a
temporary location in
Amherst, where they can
relocate and preserve
their exhibits and
archives. They were lo-
cated in the armory on
Acadia Street in Amherst
before it was closed by
the Department of Na-
tional Defense.



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (None)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Average
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Average
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


