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Province Paves Way for Clean Energy Projects

The Province continues to pave the way for clean energy
projects and the jobs and investments they bring for Nova
Scotians. The Powering the Offshore Act, introduced today,
September 26, updates legislation related to offshore wind,
tidal energy and the Nova Scotia-New Brunswick intertie.

“We're unleashing Nova Scotia’s untapped potential to
make our province a clean energy and economic power-
house,” said Energy Minister Trevor Boudreau. “This means
good jobs, stronger communities and more opportunities
right here at home.And it means we can pay for the invest-
ment our province needs in areas like healthcare, highways
and homes.”

The act changes three pieces of energy legislation:
Changes to the Electricity Act will allow power purchase
agreements to keep all options open for using the tremen-
dous resource of Nova Scotia’s offshore wind, including do-
mestic use. Through Wind West, the Province is calling on the
federal government to support the transmission infrastruc-
ture needed to export most of that energy. Another amend-
ment will change the generation facilities section of the
Electricity Act, which has been used to designate clean energy
projects outside of government procurements. Because sup-
porting too many projects could pose a risk to ratepayers, the
amendment will cap energy from these projects at their cur-
rent volume of 1,140 megawatts so that no new project can
be added unless another does not proceed.

Changes to the Marine Renewable-energy Act will create
the ability to merge licences for tidal energy projects.This fol-
lows changes made last year that created the ability to split
licences. Both changes are based on industry feedback and
make the licensing process more responsive to changing busi-
ness needs.

Changes to the Public Utilities Act will make it clear that
Nova Scotia Power is exempt from municipal taxation and
building code requirements for its capital assets - including
when the utility co-owns an asset, such as the Nova Scotia-
New Brunswick intertie. Municipalities receive payments in
lieu of taxes from the utility for all the electricity infrastruc-
ture it owns.

New Legislation to Drive Economic Growth, Reduce Red
Tape

New legislation introduced September 24, will drive eco-
nomic growth and attract investment by educing red tape and
improving service.The Making Business Easier Act builds on
Nova Scotia’s national leadership in red tape reduction while
positioning the province to compete globally in sectors such
as critical minerals and clean energy.

“Nova Scotia is open for business,” said Timothy Halman,
Minister of Service Efficiency. “Since 2021, government has
helped save businesses over $21 million by cutting red tape,
removing regulatory burden and improving service for Nova
Scotians.This legislation will build on that success.”

Key elements of the legislation include: streamlined
processes and regulations for the natural resource sector -
particularly mining - to improve efficiency and attract invest-
ment while maintaining existing protections for the environ-
ment, health and safety; improvements to permitting and
licensing, including the elimination of several low-risk per-
mits, and the introduction of service standards to save Nova
Scotians valuable time and money and practical changes that
repeal or modernize outdated acts to provide better clarity
and improve service.

By making it easier and faster to move mining projects for-
ward, Nova Scotia expects to build stronger supply chains,
grow exports, increase revenues and create more jobs, espe-
cially in rural areas. he legislation is expected to save busi-
nesses and Nova Scotians more than $800,000 annually.

These changes mark the first step in a broader effort to
improve permitting and regulatory processes across govern-
ment. More initiatives are planned in the lead-up to Red Tape
Awareness Week in January as part of the Province’s ongoing
commitment to regulatory modernization and service effi-
ciency.

Amendments to Improve Service, Efficiency in Justice
System

New legislation introduced September 24, will modernize
laws and make the justice system more efficient.

The Justice Administration Amendment (Fall 2025) Act
makes it possible to expand the program that recalculates
child support orders, eases the workload of the chief medical
examiner by allowing a qualified alternate to chair death re-
view committees, aligns jury eligibility rules with the Criminal
Code, expands who can witness affidavits to improve probate
matters, and repeals outdated law stamp requirements.

Amendments to the Civil Forfeiture Act strengthen Nova
Scotia’s ability to address organized crime and money laun-
dering. They introduce administrative forfeiture for property
under $125,000 obtained through crime, clarify what consti-
tutes a proceed of crime, and update the ways forfeiture funds
are used to support victims and crime prevention programs.

The Order of Nova Scotia Act will be amended to increase
the number of Nova Scotians who can receive the honour,
from five to up to 10 annually, along with other administrative
changes.

A request from the auditor general is reflected in amend-
ments to the Auditor General Act that will remove the require-
ment for the auditor general to review and provide an
opinion on the revenue estimates used in the provincial
budget.
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be centred here.

The following is an
overview of activities in the
Community Development De-
partment since April 2025,
which Paul Smith, Director
circulated to council at its Au-
gust 14 Council meeting. This
section focuses on the “Prop-
erty Information - GIS Serv-
ices”.

Property Information - GIS

Services
Spatial Data and Mapping:

 Updates to print and web
mapping related to the re-
cently adopted county-
wide municipal planning
strategy and land use by-
law have been completed.

¢ Similarly, automated data
processing workflows have
been revised and updated
to accommodate newly ex-
panded zoning coverage
and other related factors,
for integration with web
mapping, property informa-
tion data management, and
online permit processing.

* Production and maintenance
of web-based map services
for municipal staff and the
public continues, with an
ongoing focus on possible
enhancements or addi-
tional content.

* A new county-wide aerial im-
agery mosaic dataset has
been acquired from the
provincial geomatics office
and added to our spatial
data repository for use in
ortho mapping and inter-
pretation.

Current & Ongoing Projects:

* Mapping, spatial analytics,
and statistics reporting for
internal municipal staff
projects, and external or-
ganizations such as CCRCE
and PVSC.

+ Civic address administration
continues through our
busiest time of year, due to
a steadily increasing vol-
ume in local development
and construction.

* Field data collection, pro-
cessing and analysis of
drone imagery for pho-
togrammetry, ortho map-
ping, and asset
management.

o Site mapping and data
queries as required by plan-
ning and development
staff. Web map application
and printed map produc-
tion for Colchester EMO.
Compiling and updating of
municipal tax area rate
mapping.

* GIS data compilation and an-
alytics of flood zones and
affected topography, pro-
viding staff with develop-
ment  site  elevation
measurements and building
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Deadline for the
November issue is

October 21.

freeboard calculations. Con-
tinued maintenance and
enhancements for our on-
line municipal building per-
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mit management system.

* Facilitated NSCC student

work placement focusing
on coding for geoprocess-

ing of data,and production
of updated road indexes
and printed county road
maps.

Interactive Zo
¥ e

Whiew Loawing beds

Chck a locilion of P map
or Ender o PID or aiiiesa e
P vaarch bar above Saie:
e 1w 1 D popup b
el

Shirmetiichn Map Ligsin
Chek e L Sumon 18

B e ab e S

Tom Taggart MLA Constituency Office

Location - 10653 HWY 2 Masstown, BOM 1G0
The building beside Masstown Petrocan
Contact Info - 902-641-2335 or Toll Free 1-844-395-3896
Email - tom.taggartmla@gmail.com
Hours - 8:30am - 3:30pm
Use the lower level entrance - Look for the

Entrance Sign in the Parking Lot
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