
By Darrell Cole
The Municipality of Cum-

berland is continuing to make
investments in its fire service.

The Tidnish Bridge Volun-
teer Fire Department recently
took delivery of a 2024 Ford
F550, four-door, 4-wheel drive
rescue vehicle that will en-
hance the department’s ability
to respond to emergency calls
in its coverage area along the
Northumberland Strait.

“It means a lot to our de-
partment. We’re replacing a
49-year-old rescue truck that
was the first truck purchased
by the department back in
1976,” chief Mike Coffin said.
“It gives us more capability
and more reliability.”

Coffin said the vehicle will
have multiple uses including
carrying the department’s

forestry gear for fighting
woodland fires and be the pri-
mary response vehicle out of
the sub-station in Linden. 

“It’s four-wheel drive,
which are old one isn’t,” he
said. “That gives us a lot more
capabilities in bad weather
and getting us into some back
roads and remote areas.”

Coffin said the Tidnish area
along the shore is continuing
to grow with more residents
choosing to stay in the sum-
mer cottages year-round.

District 2 Coun. Anthony
Fromm said the rescue vehicle
is a welcome addition.

“It’s great to see smaller fire
departments getting access to
new equipment they so des-
perately need,” Fromm said.
“The county is working very
hard to replace old equipment.

The county has purchased six
new trucks in the last two and
a half years and three more are
coming.”

Parrsboro is set to receive a
new light rescue truck, similar
to Tidnish’s, in January 2026,
Pugwash is scheduled to re-
ceive a new pumper truck in
the summer of 2026 and
Springhill will be receiving a
new pumper tanker truck in
April 2027.

The total cost of these
three vehicles is just under $2
million.

Mayor Rod Gilroy, who
used to represent the area as a
district councillor, said this in-
vestment is the latest example
in the municipality’s commit-
ment to enhancing and mod-
ernizing its fire departments.

“It’s something we’ve

talked about a long time and
its been on our radar for many
years,” Gilroy said. “We’ve re-
placed a 1976 truck with a
brand new unit and it looks
great.

“They’re a great group of
volunteers and a fantastic de-
partment. They’re out their
working in the community
and are the first line of de-
fence not only for fighting fires
but for medical first respond-
ing and other things in that
north shore area. They wear
many hats and it’s great to be
able to support them.”

With more people living
along the shore between Tid-
nish and Port Howe, Gilroy
said, this new unit will be able
to get down cottage roads
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NEWS

By Darrell Cole
Geo-science students from Dalhousie

University’s Earth and Environmental Sci-
ences program, including students from
Texas, China and Nigeria, visited the com-
munity on Friday, Sept. 19, 2025, visited the
Dr. Carson & Marion Murray Community
Centre and the miners’ museum to learn
more about the area’s mining heritage and
how Springhill has taken advantage of ge-
othermal energy from the mines.

“This gives the students an opportunity
to learn more about the natural resource
and the wealth of energy systems we have
in the province, including geothermal,”
professor Grant Wach said. “This is a won-

derful example of geothermal in Nova Sco-
tia. 

“In my mind geothermal is the greenest
of renewable energy in that you’re not
damming up rivers or using fossil fuels,
you’re just using the natural heat in the
Earth through the water.”

Geothermal energy is generated by ex-
tracting heat from underground sources.
In Nova Scotia, abandoned mines that are
at least 1,000 metres deep have warm
water that can be used to heat homes and
other buildings. Cumberland County is al-
ready successfully using geothermal tech-
nology in shallow depths at sites that have
potential at deeper levels.

The community centre, the NSCC Cum-
berland campus, Mauser Packaging and
Surrette Battery are just some examples of
how Springhill has taken advantage of ge-
othermal energy. 

Geothermal energy from the mine
workings helps chill the ice at the Richard
Calder Arena inside the community centre
while waste heat from this process is used
to provide radiant heat to the building.

Wach maintains the community is per-
fectly positioned to provide a green en-
ergy source in the energy corridor that
runs through the area and includes wind
and solar energy and the continued study

Dal Geo-Science Students learn about GEO-Thermal
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Chief Mike Coffin said the vehicle will have multiple uses including carrying the department’s forestry gear for fighting woodland fires
and be the primary response vehicle out of the sub-station in Linden. Darrell Cole – Municipality of Cumberland photo

New Fire Rescue Vehicle Tidnish Bridge

OSIP floating platform concept illustration

Corey Skinner, manager of recreation programs and services at
the Dr. Carson & Marion Murray Community Centre in Springhill,

explains to students from Dalhousie University’s Earth and
Environmental Sciences program how geothermal energy is used

within the facility. Darrell Cole – Municipality of Cumberland
photo  (see story and photos here on page 1 and page 4.

New Funding to Advance
Tidal Energy Monitoring in

the Bay of Fundy
New Funding to Advance Tidal Energy Monitoring in the Bay of Fundy

Today, Natural Resources Canada announced $8.2M in fund-
ing to support the Ocean Sensor Innovation Platforms (OSIP)
project (image below). OSIP will bring together developers, sci-
entists, technologists, Indigenous Knowledge Holders, and reg-
ulators to advance environmental sensing solutions for
high-flow marine environments.

Led by the Fundy Ocean Research Centre for Energy
(FORCE), OSIP will deploy an autonomous, floating platform
for sea-surface environmental monitoring as well as sub-
mersible sensor systems deployed on the seafloor. In future
tidal turbine deployments, sensors and methods tested by these
platforms will capture essential data on fish–turbine interac-
tions, addressing one of tidal energy’s greatest challenges: ac-
curately measuring and monitoring risk to marine species.
Why OSIP matters

Communities, regulators, and developers need trusted evi-
dence to evaluate the effects of tidal energy. OSIP is designed
to:
•  Test and compare new uses for instruments such as optical

cameras, imaging sonars, and acoustic receivers in high-flow
conditions.

•  Analyze multiple datasets to create a more complete picture
of marine life near turbines.

•  Trial rapid, wireless sea-to-shore data transfer to improve real-
time monitoring.
This work will help reduce uncertainty, inform project au-

thorization decisions, attract investment and support respon-
sible tidal energy growth.
Collaboration at the core
OSIP is built on partnership:

Natural Resources Canada is supporting OSIP through its

Page Briefs continued on page 4



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (None)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Average
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Average
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


