
Seven-year-old Lachlan McCulloch was excited to give the sucker
pull, organized by Leah Roy, a try.

Laureen Rushton painted lovely artwork on the face of Maelic
McCulloch.
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There were door prizes to sign up for and this beautiful plaque
was donated by Teddy O’Brien’s cousins, the Slauenwhite Family

from Bridgewater. The plaque will be installed by the bridge.

Dax Beaton and Parker Devin cut the ribbons at either end of the
bridge to officially open Heart’s Haven Memorial Park.

The compacted base makes the walking trails very enjoyable
throughout the Memorial Park. 

Dax’s Playground is lovely place for the children to enjoy the
outdoors. Dax is the son of Nick and Kristen Beaton.

Darcy Dobson presents Councillor Marie Irving-Benoit with a
bouquet of flowers as a thank-you for all the extra effort Marie
has put in over the last few years to make help make the Park

become a reality.

As announced on May
18th, residents of Colchester,
Cumberland and Hants
counties will soon have ac-
cess to more services and
support in their communi-
ties, including health, well-
ness and community
transportation.

“What we’re hearing
through community engage-
ment so far is that there is al-
ready great work happening
through organizations peo-
ple know, people they trust,
and programs they’re famil-
iar with – we need to help
them do more of it,” said
Brian Comer, Minister re-
sponsible for the Office of
Addictions and Mental
Health. 

The government has in-

vested $190,000 in the Cana-
dian Mental Health Associa-
tion’s Colchester East Hants
Branch to expand the serv-
ices it offers through its
Community Mental Health
and Outreach Centre, includ-
ing health promotion, self-
management support and
targeted risk and crisis man-
agement.

Based on feedback from
the community, the govern-
ment is also setting up a new
$20,000 community trans-
portation fund to help get
people to and from health
and wellness services, in-
cluding mobile clinics. The
fund will be administered by
Nova Scotia Health Public
Health and be available to
anyone who needs it in Cum-

berland, Colchester and East
Hants.

The government is also
providing an additional
$64,000 to eight community
health boards to increase
their grant funds and help
them build new partner-
ships. Community health
boards work closely with
communities to understand
their health and wellness
challenges, opportunities
and priorities. They award
Wellness Fund grants to local
community projects that
help meet the community’s
needs.

Community members can
now provide feedback to the
engagement team through a
new online survey. This infor-
mation helps ensure the

wellness supports and serv-
ices can meet the commu-
nity’s needs long-term.

Community members can
go online or call 211 to be
connected to available re-
sources and supports. The
Mass Casualty Commission
recommended the govern-
ments of Canada and Nova
Scotia jointly fund a program
to address the unmet needs
for mental health, grief and
bereavement supports in the
affected communities by
May 1.

The provincial and federal
governments have each con-
tributed $9 million for a total
of $18 million over a two-
year period to advance this
work.

Community Supports for Cumberland, Colchester,
East Hants & Online Engagement Opens
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