2020 John Vissers - Candidate District 4

Now that Highspeed broadband will be installed
over the next three years in Colchester and Cum-
berland Counties in a $60.1-Million project with
Xplornet what additional infrastructure should
Colchester provide within the program to im-
prove the local economy?

Make sure project objectives are met by deliver-
ing true high speed Internet, and then use that fea-
ture to attract more people into the area. We also
need better cell coverage, as there are a lot of areas
with no service.
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What level of priority do you place on marketing the county as a desirable
place to live and invest in attracting new residents, who might start or pur-
chase an existing business?

1 feel this should be a top priority. The more we grow our base of residents
the more ability we have to keeping property taxes low.

Colchester has a new hospital, RECC centre, Dal Ag Campus, Nova Scotia
Community College, excellent geographical location and many other as-
sets all within two hours drive to other major urban centres and almost
one million consumers. What does the municipality need to focus on to be
the fastest growing municipality in the province?

[ think we just need to do a better job of selling all the things we have to
offer, including a low tax rate, and with access to high speed internet county wide
coming this is a strong selling feature for this county.

What do you believe is the most important issue(s) for your District?
Keeping property taxes low and having access to high speed Internet that is
reliable and better cell service coverage.

Should taxpayers on J-class roads be asked to contribute 25%-50% of
repaving or rebuilding costs?

Yes, they should be asked to contribute. It benefits them directly and is re-
flected in their property values.

Should Colchester Municipal council make infrastructure investments in
Debert Airport and Debert Business Park among its top three priorities?

Yes, there is great potential for more businesses to come to the area. It will
create more local jobs, encouraging more of our young people to stay in Colch-
ester County and increase the tax base.

With real estate costs in Halifax soaring to new heights, should Colchester
encourage new or existing sub-division developments to attract new resi-
dents who wish to live in“quasi-rural”areas, to enjoy a different lifestyle?

Absolutely and with increased access to high speed Internet we should be
encouraging more growth for new residents to increase our tax base without hav-
ing to raise taxes.

What approach to municipal governance will you take to obtain the im-
portant things in your district?

[ would take the approach of working with all members of the council for
the benefit of our county, remembering that low taxes and access to high speed
Internet is important to my district.

What is most needed in your district?
High speed Internet that is reliable and keeping property taxes low, and better
cell coverage.

What professional or personal experience do you bring to the council
table?

With my brother-in-law Eli, we have successfully managed Winding River
Farms to be one of the most innovative dairy farms in Nova Scotia. For example,
being a recipient of the Nova Scotia Environmental Farm Stewardship Award
several years ago. I have spent nine years on the Nova Scotia dairy board repre-
senting other milk producers. Six years on the Colchester Hospital Foundation
fund raising for the new hospital and helping the transition from the old hospital
to the new. [ have been a citizen representative on the County Planning and Ad-
visory Committee dealing with everything from windmills to dog kennels for the
last eight years. I am also a member of the Nova Scotia Crop and Livestock
Commission and also on the Natural Products Marketing Council.

2020 Colleen Doucette - Candidate District 5

By Colleen Doucette, BA.

Rather than answering your questionnaire, I'll
remain the non-traditional candidate and provide a
different stream of thought. I think it’s important
t0 look at what the role of what municipal council
is and what the role of a municipal councillor is be-
cause, I believe, the public concept of it has been
blended with provincial and federal politics, and it
is far from that.

Although a “political office, it’s neither left nor
right, liberal or conservative. A council is a team and the team works together
for the good of the whole. Therefore, some of the questions you have posed are
not some that I can answer because I don’t know the facts and, as such, I would
be providing a personal diatribe. However, I can provide a voice for the residents
of the district I would represent.

A municipal councillor’s main role is to represent the interests and priorities
of the constituents who have elected them. One of the biggest reasons I'm run-
ning for council is to increase participation of the public. This is key for a
healthy and representative democracy. I want the residents of ALL districts of
the municipality to feel that their council is providing enough opportunity for
feedback and opinions and Iwant them to feel represented. Meanwhile, the coun-
cil’s role is to make policy and high-level governance decisions, and they 1)
adopt strategy, 2) pass bylaws and policy, and 3) adopt budgets.

Colleen Doucette

If Tam elected, I would need to assess the current state of the municipality
along with the priorities of the council. Only then would I be able to set goals
and expectations for the council, (and myself!). Until that time, [ can’t prog-
nosticate on what additional infrastructure Colchester should provide to improve
the local economy because highspeed broadband will be installed, or whether
Colchester should consider new or existing sub-division developments to attract
new residents because real estate costs in Halifax are soaring to new heights,
orwhat the municipality needs to focus on to be the fastest-growing municipality
in the province because I am not well enough informed on these issues.

My experience in business and leadership, and the success [ have created for
the company which [ am the president of. is my own personal proof that [ am
the right person for this role. I take everything into consideration, am not afraid
to bring new ideas to the table, I don’t take anyone for granted, [ appreciate every-
one’s opinions, but [ make sound judgements and decisions based on facts and
the desire to grow and move our community into the future.

My hope is that the residents of Salmon River, Murray Siding, Harmony,
and Camden will be safe, healthy, have opportunity, be sustainable, and have ac-
cess to the most advanced technology. Because it’s been too long that people and
communities have been left behind due to a larger focus on more urban areas.

Final thought, let’s talk about diversity and how to increase it in the com-
munity. Let’s start by having gender parity in council. Let’s start by voting for a
woman who is engaged and concerned and who represents 50% of the electorate.
Let’s start by engaging with each other and sharing ideas. It can’t all come from
one person, it has to come from everyone. I would just be the voice that projects
them.

Colleen Doucette, B.A. is a candidate for council in Colchester District 5.
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2020 Lloyd Gibbs - Candidate District 5

Now that Highspeed broadband will be installed
over the next three years in Colchester and Cum-
berland Counties in a $60.1-Million project with
Xplornet what additional infrastructure should
Colchester provide within the program to im-
prove the local economy?

Council can be proud of the work done to bring
this program into being. This program is giving
Colchester the opportunity to be a leader within the g
province and will undoubtably be a driver for grow- Lioyd Gibbs
ing our communities. In the immediate future, we need to ensure small busi-
nesses and home-based businesses have greater access to broadband internet
and that this service remains affordable for both businesses and families. A ded-
icated education line for student online learning will undoubtably be the way
of the future.

[d like to see our new Council work toward investing in an “innovation cen-
tre”"where technically inclined individuals could work together, share knowledge
and develop new innovative technologies.

What do you believe is the most important issue(s) for your District?

One of the most important issues facing District 5 is growing our population
base as well as our economic sector. Second, is maintaining our quality of life
by ensuring people have a family doctor, have more options available in terms
of greenspaces and recreation opportunities, and have access to roads, sidewalks
and crosswalks that put the safety of our citizens first.

Should taxpayers on J-class roads be asked to contribute 25%-50% of
repaving or rebuilding costs?
No. Downloading onto taxpayers by the Province must stop.

Should Colchester Municipal council make infrastructure investments in
Debert Airport and Debert Business Park among its top three priorities?

The Debert Air Industrial Park has the potential to be an economic driver
for this region, and over the years I have strongly supported infrastructure in-
vestments in Debert. Businesses and residential areas are consistently growing.
We are exploring the potential of the airport becoming an air cargo terminal
that could greatly assist local businesses. Where this will rank in MOC'’s pri-
orities will need to be assessed post-pandemic.

With real estate costs in Halifax soaring to new heights, should Colchester
encourage new or existing sub-division developments to attract new resi-
dents who wish to live in“quasi-rural”areas, to enjoy a different lifestyle?

Colchester County currently provides an excellent quality of life. There are
many approved building lots available now in the county. Council needs to con-
centrate on making our communities more attractive as places to come and settle.
And one of the best ways to do this is by improving the services to our residents
and potential businesses. Often the most successful and sustainable growth is
organic. If MOC puts the best infrastructure and services in place that it can,
growth will occur that attracts more residents. Then, private businesses will de-
velop more subdivisions.

What level of priority do you place on marketing the county as a desirable
place to live and invest in attracting new residents, who might start or pur-
chase an existing business?

My first priority is to the residents of District 5, improving their quality of
life and ensuring they have access to the services they require. Attracting new
residents and business is a part of that commitment. Again, if we build our
communities, business will come as a result. For businesses to prosper they
must have people to employ and people to purchase their products. I think we
have a good base from which to market our county, a new teaching hospital, a
modern recreation centre, a world-class university, exciting entertainment and
sporting events, as well as a wide variety of recreational opportunities.

Colchester has a new hospital, RECC centre, DalAg Campus, Nova Scotia
Community College, excellent geographical location and many other as-
sets all within two hours drive to other major urban centres and almost
one million consumers. What does the municipality need to focus on to be
the fastest growing municipality in the province?

Council needs to expand, and fund, its effort to recruit and retain family doc-
tors. Whether it’s a young family, a single, or a senior, everyone wants to be con-
fident they will have primary health care before they put down roots in a new
area. Council also needs to maintain its focus on infrastructure — better roads,
sidewalks, flood control, recreational opportunities, as well as sustainable and
green energy options. And, as we grow, a small public transit system may be well
worth exploring.

What approach to municipal governance will you take to obtain the im-
portant things in your district?

My passion as a councillor is helping people. I embrace an opportunity to
help eliminate a community problem, or to help connect someone with a problem
to a program or service that will significantly improve their life.

At the council table I believe in teamwork; working with other councillors
to pursue ideas and implement programs that will benefit all of Colchester.

From a “housekeeping”standpoint, Council must continue to upgrade poli-
cies and by-laws and develop new ones when required.

Iwould like to see more citizen interest and involyement in municipal gov-
ernance. I used to be skeptical about the idea of live streaming Council meetings,
but I now believe this may be the way to ensure transparency and foster citizens’
participation.

What is most needed in your district?

District 5 needs improved roads, sidewalks and crosswalks to help ensure
the safety of our residents. Preventative and ongoing flood mitigation is always
critical. I've often thought District 5 could greatly benefit from a centrally located
community centre. If there is citizen interest in such a project, it may be the
time to ask staff to look into the feasibility of such a venue.

What professional or personal experience do you bring to the council
table?

I began working in banking, operated my own contracting business for a while,
and then finally settled in as a geologist in the oil and gas industry both in the
Maritimes and Alberta. Retired for several years now, I have the time to devote to
the residents of District 5. As well, I have served in a volunteer capacity on the
boards of several non-for-profit entities.




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (None)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Average
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Average
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


