
By Maurice Rees 
The Colchester County 4-H

Council has been successful in ob-
taining a 99 year lease from the
Nova Scotia Farm Loan board for
the 4-H barn and adjoining out-
door ring. During a presentation
session to Colchester Council on
September 12th Lisa Patton and
Angela Masters, committee co-
chair to oversee the project ex-
plained growing 4-H membership
will require renovations and ex-
pansion of the facility.

As a result of consultations
with engineers from Municipality
of Colchester and Dept of Agricul-
ture it is anticipated after the cur-
rent building is renovated,
additional space can be created by
building freestanding structures
on each side of the building.

It is estimated the renovation
and expansion project will cost in
the vicinity of $274,000, but will
be re-evaluated in an ongoing
basis. Funding commitments have
been received from Department of
Agriculture and Municipality of
Colchester who have each com-
mitted $100,000 over four years. A
sponsorship package has been de-
veloped and to date over $30,000

has been raised. 
Timeline for completion of the

project is August 2018. Doors and
roof of the existing building will
be completed in fall 2017, with
spring and summer 2018 allocated
for construction of the free stand-
ing structures and  electrical and
plumbing upgrades. Work on the
outdoor ring will follow. 

County and 4-H officials hope
the improvements to the building
might bring the 4-H Pro Show
back to Bible Hill on an annual
basis and additional events can be
added. 
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By Goldie Chisholm
The first Colchester Trefoil

Guild Meeting of the season
was held September 18th,
2017 at Sobey’s Community
Room, Robie Street, Truro. The
meeting was opened with a
reading entitled “Adventure
On”, followed by members re-
peating the Trefoil Prayer.

Eight members answered
to roll call and minutes of the
last two meetings were read
and approved. The purpose of
this meeting today was the ap-
pointment of Officers, as well
as Program planning for the
upcoming Trefoil year.  

The following appoint-
ments were made: Co-ordina-
tor, Jane Herring;
Vice-Co-ordinator, Sheila Stew-
art; Secretary, Ethel MacLaugh-
lin and Treasurer, Donna Taylor.
The provincial Trefoil Liaison
is Darlene Duggan.

Registration remains the

same as in past years – $85.00
membership fee for those
under 75, $2.00 Provincial Tre-
foil Levy and $10.00 Guild Fee
with $2.00 each meeting to
meet various expenses. 

The Provincial Semi-Annual
Meeting is being held October
21st, 2017 at St. Nichols
Church, Tantallon. Further in-
formation will be received be-
fore the next meeting. Ideas
for future meetings were par-
tially planned.  

This year we have a special
occasion as we celebrate the
30th Anniversary of Colch-
ester Trefoil Guild. 

Birthday cards were signed
for two of our members, one
being our Vice Co-ordinator,
Sheila Stewart, so we joined in
singing Happy Birthday while
we were having refreshments.

Our next meeting will be
held October 16th at Sobey’s
Community Room.

Colchester Trefoil Guild
Starts New Season

Angela MacCleary, who travelled from Fredericton shared
refreshments with Donna Taylor, and Jane Herring during snack
time during the first fall meeting of the Colchester Trefoil Guild.

Rebecca Penney is in the background. (Submitted)

By Maurice Rees 
Eight pre-primary class-

rooms, within CCRSB, are
being established at New
Glasgow Academy; North
River Elementary School;
Shubenacadie District El-
ementary; Bible Hill Cen-
tral Elementary School;
Hilden Elementary
School; Junction Road El-
ementary School
(Springhill); West High-
lands Elementary School
(Amherst) and Trenton El-
ementary School

The interview process
is underway and success-
ful candidates will be of-
fered positions shortly
with the pre-primary pro-
gram scheduled to open
during the last week of
September in all eight lo-
cations.  

The maximum size for
a class is 24 children with
staff-to-children ratio at
the Pre-Primary centres
breaks down as follows:
Up to 10 children – 1
ECE, as the Lead ECE; 11

to 20 children – 2 ECE. In
those cases where there
are more than 20 and up
to 24 children, the two
ECEs would be joined by
a third adult in the class.

Fifty classrooms across
the province in 43 differ-
ent locations, will offer
free pre-primary program-
ming. This includes 20
pre-existing programs for
four-year-olds, including
eight programs that are
part of the early years
centres. School boards

will contact pre-regis-
tered parents to confirm
their registration once
classroom staffing is com-
plete.

This is the first phase
of a four year roll out of
free, pre-primary pro-
gramming that will be
available to every Nova
Scotia family across the
province by 2020. 

For more information 
parents can visit

www.ednet.ns.ca/pre-
primary or their local

school board site.

By Donald Cameron 
The NS Department of Nat-

ural Resources is always look-
ing for potential Boston

Christmas trees that could be
used in future years to demon-
strate to Boston our apprecia-
tion for their valuable support

provided to our capital city in
their worst hour of need. In
December of 1917 the infa-
mous explosion in Halifax Har-
bour flattened a large part of
the city and killed and injured
thousands of people. 

Soon the 2017 Boston tree
selection will be announced
and many special events will
be arranged for the public to
enjoy, especially those that live
near the tree and will be pres-
ent with local school children
for the cutting ceremony.

The tree for Boston is a spe-
cial tree indeed. To find a suit-
able candidate is not easy to
do. The tree can be a fir or
spruce and should be more
than 50 feet (15m) in height. It
should be healthy green with
a dense crown and good coni-
cal shape from all directions. 

DNR is inviting the public
to submit locations of possible
trees for Boston. When you are
out and about, please keep an
eye out for that “perfect big
Christmas tree”. Rarely do
these trees come from wood-
land settings. They usually are
found growing on their own
in open settings such as fields,
people’s yards, cottage proper-
ties, and recreation properties
such as golf courses. In order
to grow long healthy branches
to the ground, the tree must
be growing in an open envi-
ronment unencumbered by
neighbouring trees that com-
pete for light, water and nutri-
ents.

If you see, or hear of, a pos-
sible candidate Boston tree,
please contact me or your
nearest DNR office. 

Don Cameron, RPF works at De-
partment of Natural Resources,

Truro and frequently submits arti-
cles to the Shoreline Journal. 

Keep an Eye Out for Large Tree for Boston 

4-H Council Obtains 99 Year Lease

8 Pre-Primary Locations within CCRSB
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