
By Linda Harrington 
“In Flanders fields the 

poppies blow,
Between the crosses, 

row on row”
…these few lines from the

war poem “In Flanders Fields”
written by John MacRae come
to mind while looking over
hundreds of wet red poppies,
lying across a wooden plank.
Across the room are dozens of
water-logged wreaths, their
storage boxes crumbling after
flood waters roared through
the building on Sept. 10th.

This year’s Remembrance
Day supply of wreaths, cross-

es and poppies were stored in
the basement of Royal
Canadian Legion Branch #72,
Great Village. There had been
small amounts of water seep
into the basement in previous
years, so everything in this
area was kept high on storage
racks, a few feet off the floor.
No one expected water levels
to ever reach so high.

“The water was up to the
second step, or almost up to
three feet of water,” says a dis-
couraged Branch President
Joan Richard as she points out
the water mark on the
gyprock wall. “People who
have always lived in the

Village, and never had water
in their basements, had it this
time.”

The value of the inventory
of poppies, wreaths and cross-
es exceeds $5000 and Richard
expects there will be more
financial loss as they try to get
the basement dried out. “The
wet gyprock will have to be
removed and replaced, and
the furnace and pump will
have to be checked for dam-
ages,” she says. “The insurance
will not cover any of it and
these costs were not part of
our budget planning for this
year.”

The Branch had just

received approval from the
Legion Capital Assistance
Program for an electrical
upgrade to the building and
the Ways and Means
Committee has been fundrais-
ing for a new commercial
grade dishwasher.

The Branch Executive
immediately began looking
into replacing the wreath and
poppy inventory as quickly as
possible, so Remembrance
Day Services would not be
affected.

The clean-up was ham-
pered by a lack of dumpsters
available, as residents in the
Truro area cleaned up after
massive flooding. The Legion
was added to a lengthy wait-
ing list.
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Hunting Licences
Fishing Licences
Fishing Supplies

LIVE BAIT - WORMS
BASS BAIT

Mobile Phone Cards
Long Distance Airtime

Movie Rentals
Groceries & Snacks
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662-4510

GLENHOLME GENERAL STORE

“Your Pet Nutrition Centre”
65 Industrial Ave, Truro

Phone 895-6366

My Favourite Pet
11 Year old

Victoria
Sheepwash, Bass

River enjoys time
with her 9 year old

dwarf rabbit,
Smokey.

Victoria and
Smokey will

receive a a $20.00
Gift Certificate

from the Shoreline
Journal and

Clarence Farm
Services.

www.skiwentworth.ca

Events:
Chairlift Rides
October 6 & 7
10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Ride the chairlift to the top of Wentworth 
Mountain. It's the ultimate way to enjoy 
spectacular views of Wentworth Valley ablaze 
in bursts of red, orange and gold.

Weather permitting. Please check website.
There is no transportation back down the mountain.
Sorry, no dogs on chairlift
Please note: There will be nno Mountain Bike access

Cost:
One way trip: $$15/person
Family pass: $$40/family of 5
BBQ outside @ noon each Day

Guided Hikes to High Head
October 6 & 7
Departs 10 am sharp from Old Valley School House
11 km (3 hour) hike

Petting Zoo (Saturday only)

and Haystack Playground
Get up close and personal with some barnyard friends
from a local farm.

Early Bird Season Pass Sale
Until October 31st.

October 6 & 7

Great Village Legion Branch #72, Suffers From Flood Waters

Royal Canadian Legion Branch #72 President Joan Richard points to the high water mark on a wall in
the basement. The mark measured about 3 feet. (Harrington Photo)

The Great Village Legion’s complete inventory of wreaths and
crosses was destroyed during the flood on the 10th of September.
They were stored on shelves, up off the ground, but the shelves
were not high enough for this massive flood. (Harrington Photo)

Sea of red! Hundreds of poppies were found under 3 feet of water
in the Legion Hall basement, Great Village. (Harrington Photo)

Wreaths in their water soaked boxes. Over $5000 in poppies,
wreaths and crosses were lost during the flood at Legion Branch
#72, Great Village. (Harrington Photo)

Chairlifts will again be in motion transporting lucky visitors to the Fall Festival of Colours,
Thanksgiving Weekend, October 6 & 7.


