
The Excellence in Commu-
nity Development Award is de-
signed to recognize a
business, community organiza-
tion, or social enterprise that
has made significant and no-
table contributions to its com-
munity (cultural, social,
environmental, and/or eco-
nomic) and one that serves as
a catalyst for positive action,
exhibiting the highest stan-
dards of leadership.

“Jamieson’s General Store
is a grassroots woman-owned,
growing business located in
Tatamagouche that supports
countless other small busi-
nesses, entrepreneurs and
farms in the local area, pro-
motes sustainability and offers
a unique delivery service,” said
one of more than 20 nomina-
tions the Chamber received
for Jamieson’s General Store. 

Jenna Jamieson had
planned to open a physical
store location in 2020, but the
onset of COVID-19 pushed her
to launch three months ahead
of schedule, with the mobiliza-
tion of a critical home grocery
delivery service on the North
Shore. As the provincial State
of Emergency was announced,
Jenna was laid off from her
full-time job as a server and
jumped into action to provide
fresh local foods to doorsteps,
ordered from an online plat-
form. As many will recall, in
the early months of COVID-19,
several businesses were man-
dated closed, people were
asked to remain in their
homes, and vaccines were not
yet available to protect vulner-
able populations. With farm-
ers’ markets shut down
overnight, she jumped into ac-
tion to help food suppliers by
offering meat, cheese, milk,
baked goods, and produce
reach customers. 

After a call-out on social
media to see if people would
embrace doorstep food drop-

offs, she
launched her
online plat-
form in three
days with 20
items. In the
first 35 hours,
she received
96 orders.

At the peak of the first busi-
ness shutdown, Jamieson’s de-
livered 160 orders a week
across three counties. She now
offers more than 600 items,
from 70 local suppliers, many
of which are based in Truro
and Colchester County, along
with other Nova Scotia-made
products. In the beginning, she
and one employee handled
the orders but her support
staff has now grown to up to
nine, depending on the time of
year. 

She initiated Random Acts
of Kindness boxes which are

delivered free of charge to
community members who
could use “a little extra kind-
ness.” 

A perfect fit for the Excel-
lence in Community Develop-
ment award, some of
Jamieson’s suppliers have
shared that through her ef-
forts, they were able to remain
in business and provide in-
come for their families during
very tough times. In addition,
she provided a much-needed
service to ensure families chal-
lenged by COVID-19 restric-
tions received fresh produce
and other necessities. Another
nominee describes the busi-
ness as, “Jamieson’s is kind of a
dream for rural Canada.” 

With an eye on future
growth, Jenna is in the early
stages of planning an expan-
sion to offer more local and
local Nova Scotian products.

Jamieson’s General Store Awarded Excellence
in Community Development award

Truro Mayor Bill Mills presents the Truro
sponsored Excellence in Community

Development Award to Jenna Jamieson of
Jamieson’s General Store at the Truro & Area

Chamber of Commerce small business awards
ceremony on October 21. (Rees Photo)

After a two month-long call for submissions, a fi-
nalist was selected by a panel of judges from the
Chamber.

The business selected this year is Waugh River
Stables, a new business unique to the Tatamagouche
area, owned by Heather Morrison and Hector Ran-
dall.

Heather, an accomplished equestrian and a life
long resident of Nova Scotia, found her way to Tata-
magouche about 12 years ago where she put down
roots near an established horse farm. 

It had always been her lifelong dream to share
her love of horses by providing horsemanship skills
to groups of all ages. Her dream was realized in Jan-
uary of this year, when she and her partner Hector
Randall, opened the doors of Waugh River Stables in
The Falls, near Tatamagouche.  Collectively they
share more than 40 years of knowledge working
with horses. 

In its first nine months in operation, the business
has offered services such as trail rides, horse board-
ing and riding lessons. There is also an event-hosting
venue onsite creating more opportunities. 

This award will assist the new business with im-
plementing programs specifically designed for chil-
dren by teaching the core values of horsemanship
and animal care. They also plan to create programs
for therapeutic riding for children with special
needs which would include classes and camps.

It is my greatest pleasure to present this Fourth
Legacy Award, Investing in a Rising Star on behalf of
the Truro and Colchester Chamber of Commerce
and its membership to Heather Morrison and Hector
Randall of Waugh River Stables. 

Sherry Martell ACE (She/Her) is Executive Director, Truro
& Colchester Chamber of Commerce, 105B Walker Street,

Truro, NS, B2N 4B1 and can be reached at
ed@tcchamber.ca 902-895-6328
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“Express Lane is more than just an oil change”
• No appointment oil changes •

• Courtesy shuttle available •
• All makes and models •

HOURS:  
Monday – Friday 

7:30 am – 5:30pm

Submitted by Sherry Martell
(Unfortunately, due to a conflict in sched-

uling and need to attend to a fast growing
business, Heather Morrison and Hector Ran-
dall of Waugh River Stables were unable to
attend the Chamber’s Small Business Awards
ceremony).

After pausing Chamber Small Business
Week Awards in 2020, the Truro and Colch-
ester Chamber of Commerce is investing in
the development of local business by provid-
ing funding for a fourth Legacy Award Invest-
ing in Entrepreneurs. 

The vision for the award is to assist a start-
up business, a Rising Star, located within
Truro and Colchester region.  To be selected,
applicants must demonstrate how their busi-
ness is unique to this region, as to not com-
pete with current members, and how in time
it could be developed into a thriving scalable
operation. 

The Chamber is continuing its commit-
ment to offer financial support of $2,500 and
a Chamber membership, as well as to seek
in-kind partners to offer mentorship and
serves to benefit a new growing enterprise. 

It is with great pleasure today I introduce
our Legacy Award partners who have com-
mitted to providing more than 12 hours of
mentorship, along with products and serv-
ices allowing us to offer this generous award.

Advanced Multimedia
Copia HR

Atkinson Accounting Ltd
Burchell MacDougall Lawyers LLP

Caldwell Roach Insurance
CBDC-NoBL

Colchester Printing Company Inc
Shoreline Journal

White Leblanc Wealth Planners

Waugh River Stables, Tatamagouche has been chosen as the 2021 Truro & Colchester Chamber of
Commerce Legacy/Rising Star winner. Pictured above are Matthew Mossman, Chamber President;
Sherry Martell, Executive Director and winners Heather Morrison and Hector Randall. (Submitted)

Waugh River Stables Wins Legacy Award 

Affordable, safe housing is
crucial for a healthy society,
quality of life, attracting new
residents, social equity and
growing the economy. Nova
Scotia needs to build more
housing and the Province is
taking steps to get more
homes built quickly. The
Province will introduce in-
terim residential rent-cap leg-
islation to protect tenants
once the state of emergency
ends. This will limit residential
rent increases to 2 per cent
per year and will be in effect
until December 31, 2023,
while more supply is built. 

The government will spend
nearly $35 million to support
over 1,100 new affordable
housing units across the
province. 

Employers say they’re hav-
ing trouble finding enough
skilled tradespeople. The
Province will work to recruit
and retain more apprentices,
and review the training ratio
for apprentices to create more
opportunities for them and
ease the skilled labour short-

age. The government will also
eliminate the provincial por-
tion of personal income tax on
the first $50,000 of annual in-
come for construction trades
workers under the age of 30. 

Increasing student housing
is another important way to
help relieve the overall com-
munity housing shortage. The
Province will build new resi-
dences at three NSCC cam-
puses and create a
province-wide student hous-
ing strategy.

The Province is identifying
a list of provincially-owned
properties that can be used for
housing. Staff will work with
community groups, municipal-
ities and others to get projects
underway on these lands as
quickly as possible. 

The Province will also meet
with municipalities across the
province to discuss other pos-
sible measures that will sup-
port affordable housing, such
as better regulation for short-
term rental units and flexibil-
ity in taxation to encourage
development.

Taking Action to Increase Housing, Protect Tenants
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