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By Maurice Rees 
September 28, 2019 will be

a day the Spence family of
Ellershouse will never forget.
The family’s Acadian forest
stewardship plan has been
under the management / su-
pervision of Jim Bremner for
more than 30 years.  

Their stewardship resulted
in the family being chosen as
the 2019 provincial woodlot
owner of the year. Some of the
800 hectare woodland has
been in the Spence family for
seven generations. The wood-
land provides a good example
of how ecological and recre-
ational values can be pro-
tected while practicing
sustainable forest manage-
ment on a portion of the prop-
erty.  

The Spence family admira-
tion and concern for forestry
began after the second world
war, when Norman Spence’s
father had a sawmill and log-
ging crew which worked for
the Jodrey family with Minas
Basin sawing timber and deliv-
ering wood to the Halifax
shipyard for export. 

In the early 1980’s Norman,

who passed away in 2004, was
a former sawmiller and local
politician (MLA), arranged to
have the property put under
forest management with local
silviculture contractor and
consultant Jim Bremner.  Since
that time, Bremner has worked
with three generations of
Spence family members in
overseeing the impressive sus-
tainable forest stewardship
practices.

Norman was recognized as
a winner of the regional Wood-
land owner of the year award
in the late 1990’s.  He estab-
lished a trust agreement on be-
half of the family whereby
Bremner acts as the manager
of the woodland as directed
by the organization’s board of
directors which consists of
Spence family members.     

In May, 2019 the Spence
Managed Forest won the
Provincial Woodland Owner of
the Year Award.  Bremner has
worked closely with Norman
and his son Bruce over the
years regarding the manage-
ment activities.  Bruce was in-
volved with some of the
harvesting and silviculture

treatments for several years
while Bruce was involved
with forest contracting.  After
Bruce’s death in 2016, Brem-
ner has been working closely
with Jason Casey of Elmsdale
Lumber in continuing the un-
even-aged management
regime begun decades earlier.

Bruce’s brother George, his
son Chad, and Bruce’s sons Ian
and Andy have become more
involved with overseeing the
forest management activities
in recent years, and brother
Larry, and sister Susie are also
very interested. Bremner has
also brought various consult-
ants and experts onsite to help
in the decision-making over
the years.

The overall objective the
family trust has for the wood-
land property is to continually
improve the quality of the
woodland, protect the ecolog-
ical integrity, provide a sustain-
able source of economic
return, provide a source of
recreation for the family and
visitors as well as a source of
enjoyment and pride, and to
keep the property in the fam-
ily in perpetuity.

Visitors to the September
28 field day and open house
had the opportunity to visit
more than 20 different ex-
hibits and displays on a wide
variety of subjects including:
wildlife management, pro-
tected areas, silviculture treat-
ments such as thinning and
shelterwood harvesting, con-
servation law enforcement,
hunting and trapping, financial
and information programs for
woodland owners, ecological
based forestry, endangered
species, small-scale and me-
chanical harvesting, ATV’s,
wildfire prevention and sup-
pression, and many others.

The highlight, for many
people, is the Dawson Brook
Falls around which the
Spences have created trails
and an access road for visitors
to enjoy this special area that
they are protecting forever.
There are walking trails on
both sides of the falls. Off-high-
way vehicle users been enjoy-
ing the Spence’s  network of
woods roads through the
property.  

Those familiar with the
Lahey Report recommenda-

2019 Private Woodlot Owner Honoured

Forestry Minister, Iain Rankin, surrounded by members of the Spence family prepares to plant a
ceremonial tree on the Spence family woodlot following presentation of awards and plaques to the family

during 2019 Private Woodlot Owner of the Year open house in Ellershouse on September 28th. (Rees Photo)

Surrounded by members of the Spence family, Donald Cameron, left, and Forestry Minister Iain
Rankin display the plaque which will hang in the department’s office in Windsor for the next year.

(Rees Photo)

Members of the Spence family receive a recognition plaque from
Forestry Minister, Iain Rankin. The minister also presented
individual plaques to several family members. (Rees Photo)

tions will recognize the
Spence family have been fol-
lowing the three basic princi-
ples of Lahey’s Triad model -
which is an approach that
gives priority to ecological
protection, enhancement and
biodiversity in determining
how forest practices should
balance environmental, social,
and economic objectives and
values.  

The 800 hectare property
includes a large amount of
older tree stands consisting of
white pine, hemlock, red
spruce, maple and oak. There

are also healthy young stands
of trees, some planted and
some thinned at a young age
to enable unencumbered
growth.

Community support for the
field day included a barbeque
lunch prepared by the Brook-
lyn Fire Hall Auxiliary. Iain
Rankin, Minister of Lands and
Forestry attended the event
making presentations to
Spence family members and
planting a ceremonial red
maple tree. 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (None)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Average
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Average
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


