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In March of 1885, Capt.
John Congdon of Great
Village, sailing the
Clifton built ship
“Bedford”, from New
York to Amsterdam, at
mid ocean, had his ves-
sel struck by lightning,
and the ensuing fire got
to the cargo in the hold.
Congdon had the hatches dou-
ble tarped and covered to keep oxygen from
the fire, and kept sailing. 

The same storm disabled his rudder, so he
jury-rigged a replacement, and continued sail-
ing. A passing vessel, going in the other direc-
tion offered assistance, Congdon declined, said
he had everything under control! Arriving at his
destination, and uncovering the cargo they
found much damage, and the cast iron knees of

the vessel were buckled, repaired, the
vessel sailed again. A burned stave
from one of the oil barrels, along with
the captain’s telescope still survive. 

Ironically, after many dangerous
years at sea, Captain Congdon died in
a farming accident at nearby Lornvale.

Dick Akerman has been compiling 
information on behalf of the Colchester

Historical Museum Archives, which will be
published as a monthly column in 

the Shoreline Journal. 

From the archives of the
COLCHESTER HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Ph: (902) 895-6284  
Fax.(902) 895-9530

Box 412, 29 Young St.,
Truro, NS, B2N 5C5

email: colchestermuseum@ns.aliantzinc.ca

Historic Sites
Along The Shore - Captain John Congdon and the

Barque “Bedford”
The Shoreline Journal, in collaboration with the Colchester Historical Society Archives, have inaugurated an

ongoing feature utilizing a combination of the digital “A. F. Church Maps” to pin point the circa 1875 location of
a Colchester site of historical importance, and connect it to an archival photograph of that site, in that frame.

The old meets the new, in the early
part of the 20th Century, before the
age of the automobile.

By Dick Akerman
The arrow pointer on Map # 303 shows the

location of Captain John Congdon’s home in Great
Village, still lived in by the Congdon family. The
photos are from a newspaper account of the fol-
lowing incident.

One of the regular cargos for Nova Scotia sail-
ing vessels in the latter half of the 19th century
was the  newly discovered Pennsylvania oil,
shipped in wooden barrels to ports in Europe.

Aren’t I handsome? This
Cumberland County goat was
happy to pose for a photo.

LIFE SKILLS: 
Champion Jr. Sewing Article-Robin Penney, Lunenburg; Champion
Sr. Sewing Article-Kenzie MacNeil, Antigonish; Champion Jr. Food
Article- James Dunn, Cape Breton; Champion Sr. Foods Article-
Gillian Tetlaw, Kings; Champion Jr. Craft Article- Monica
vandenHoogen, Inverness; Champion Sr. Craft Article-Kathryn
Ross, Inverness; Champion Jr. Scrapbooking Article-Emaleigh
Murray, Pictou; Champion Sr. Scrapbooking Article-Kathryn Ryan,
Inverness; Champion Jr. Cake Decorating Project-Zoe Marshall,
Digby; Champion Sr. Cake Decorating Project-Leah Salsman, Kings;
Champion Jr. Heritage Project-Michael Congdon, Colchester;
Champion Sr. Heritage Project-caitlin Congdon, Colchester;
Champion Jr. Woodworking Article-Cody George, Antigonish;
Champion Sr. Woodworking Article-Tyler Rafuse, Kings; Champion
Jr. Great Outdoors Project-Bryan Berk, Victoria; Champion Sr. Great
Outdoors Project- Zachary Haughn, Lunenburg; Champion Jr.
Small Engines Article-Mitchell Allen, Cumberland; Champion Sr.
Small Engines Article- Conrad Adson, Lunenburg; Champion Jr.
Garden Article-Emma Joudrey, Lunenburg; Champion Sr. Garden
Article-Iris Langille, Pictou; Champion Jr. Floriculture Project-
Marla McNutt, Colchester; Champion Sr. Floriculture Project- Mark
Smith, Lunenburg; Champion Jr. Photography Item- Marla McNutt,
Colchester; Champion Sr. Photography Item-Jessica van den Hoek,
Colchester; Champion Exploring 4-H Project-Joshua Foster,
Lunenburg; Champion Jr. First-Aid Project- Kaitlyn Kelly,
Antigonish; Champion Sr. First-Aid Project- Gabby Shaw, Annapolis;
Champion Veterinary Science Project- Andrew Green, Pictou;
Champion Jr. Welding Project-Fiona MacKenzie, Pictou; Champion
Sr. Welding Project-Julia Bland, Kings; Champion Jr. Computer
Project-Sarah Eisnor, Lunenburg; Champion Sr. Computer-Abby
Cook, Lunenburg; Champion Jr. 4-H Showcase- Reilly Perrins,
Kings; Champion Sr. 4-H Showcase-Jill Ann Banor, Hants.

Provincial 4-H Beef Classic: 
1) Connor Morse, Kings; 2) Melanie Delong, Annapolis. Verstegg
Memorial Dairy Award: Samantha Sinclaire, Guysborough. 
Royal Dairy Classic: 
Hayley Wilson, Inverness; Samantha Sinclair, Guysborough; Lauren
VanZutphen, Inverness; Nick Pettipas, halifax East-Hants; Andrew
Eikelenboom, Halifax East-Hants; Marshall Ellis, Halifax East-Hants;
Ryan Stevenson, Halifax East-Hants; Jeanette VanDerLinden,
Antigonish; Ashleigh Benedict, Halifax East-Hants; Nicole
MacKenzie, Colchester; Alternate- Cory Charlton, Kings.
Reginald & Donald Scothorn Dairy Clipping Competition: 
1) Lauren Van Zutphen and Sarah MacDonald, Inverness; 2)
Rebecca O’Connel and Nicole MacKenzie, Colchester. 
Oulton Fuels Beef Clipping Competition: 
1)Jennifer Deon and Randy Angevine, Antigonish; 2) Jacob
Rondhuis and Lisa Parker, Hants. 
Sheep Clipping Competition: 
1) Margaret Sutherland and Hayley Scotland, Pictou; 2) Ben van
den Hoek and Ian MacFarlane, Colchester. 
Top Livestock Display
Cumberland County. 
Champion Overall Judge
Randy Angevine, Antigonish; 
Grand Champion Livestock Showman
Andrew Greene, Pictou.

Top Overall County-Inverness. 

Champion Tug-of-War Team- Pictou; 

Reserve Champion Tug-of-War Team- Hants; 

Champion Consolation Tug-of-War- Annapolis; 

Reserve Champion Consolation Tug-of-War- Kings.

Nicole MacKenzie, from
Colchester County, was
Reserve Grand Champion
Livestock Showman.

Showing turkeys is not as easy
as it looks but Maggie Burke
had things well under control.

Jessica Liebmann and her dog
Angel were competing in the
Dog Obedience Class.


