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Solar Farm Will Save *85,000 Annually
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The following is an
overview of activities in the
Community Development De-
partment since November
2024, which was presented
by Paul Smith, Director, Com-
munity Services at the Colch-
ester Council committee
meeting on April 10th.
Sustainable Colchester
Solar PV on Municipal &
Community Buildings:

The solar farm at the Central
Colchester Wastewater Treat-
ment Plant is nearing comple-
tion, with its final NS Power
inspection taking place in early
April. The solar PV system is pro-
jected to produce 599,600 kWh
of electricity and save the facility
$85,500 in energy costs annu-
ally.

The ground-mounted installa-
tion at the West Colchester
United Arena began this winter.
Installation of the rooftop sys-
tem planned for the North Shore
Recreation Centre has been
slightly delayed, as a structural
assessment determined that the
roof is not suitable for solar.

Municipal staff and the solar
contractor are presently explor-
ing alternative options.

CEEP Implementation
Workshop:

On February 4th, Council
members, staff from across de-
partments, and members of the
Carbon-Free Colchester Imple-
mentation Committee attended
a Community Energy & Emis-
sions Plan (CEEP) Implementa-
tion Workshop facilitated by
QUEST.The workshop provided
an opportunity for participants
to learn about and discuss
Colchester’s emission reduction
objectives and develop strate-
gies for implementation. A re-
port from QUEST with a
workshop summary and recom-
mendations is forthcoming.
Regional Transit Study:

The Municipality of Colch-
ester and the Town of Truro have
partnered to conduct a Regional
Public Transit Feasibility Study.
The consulting firm Arcadis was
contracted to complete the
study, along with subconsultant
Colliers Project Leaders, who
will conduct community en-
gagement activities for the proj-
ect.The staff working group and
the consultants launched the
project in late January, and the
stakeholder advisory committee
met for the first time in Febru-
ary. The study is 80% funded by
a grant from the NS Sustainable
Communities Challenge Fund.

On March 25th, the project
team and staff volunteers hosted
a stakeholder World Café that
brought together organizations
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be centred here.

that serves community mem-
bers who may experience chal-
lenges accessing transportation,
including citizens from equity-
deserving and historically mar-
ginalized groups, job seekers,
newcomers, students, and sen-
iors. Other key stakeholders also
took part, such as organizations
that offer transportation serv-
ices, the Chamber of Commerce
and TCPEP, post-secondary insti-
tutions, and other local govern-
ments in the region.

The event was highly suc-
cessful—almost 40 people at-
tended the session with a
diverse range of perspectives to
share.

Community Solar Garden
Feasibility Study:

The  Municipality — was
awarded $75,000 in December
2024 from the Low Carbon
Communities program to com-
mission a feasibility and design
study for a community solar gar-
den in Colchester. Council ap-
proved $75,000 in matching
funds in January 2025, and a Re-
quest for Proposals for consult-
ing services will be posted in
early April. Staff are actively seek-

ing partnerships for the project
to achieve economies of scale
and improve eligibility for future
capital funding. The feasibility
and design study is a critical first
step in this project and will en-
able Colchester to apply to the
Province of Nova Scotia’s “Com-
munity Solar” program and se-
cure a 25-year Power Purchase
Agreement with Nova Scotia
Power. If the solar garden gets
built, residents will have the op-
portunity to be subscribers and
receive a financial benefit on
their Nova Scotia Power bills.
Wildfire Resilience Working
Group:

Staff from across depart-
ments have formed a Wildfire
Resilience Working Group after
a well attended initial round-
table discussion about wildfire
risk and prevention measures in
early February. The Working
Group will meet every two
months and will be supported
by Regional Emergency Manage-
ment Coordinator Dave West-
lake, DNR Wildfire Prevention
Officer Ken Cox, and Colch-
ester’s Climate Lead from the
Clean Foundation, Teal Burns.

The solar farm at the Central Colchester Wastewater Treatment
Plant is nearing completion, with its final NS Power inspection
taking place in early April. The solar PV system is projected to
produce 599,600 kWh of electricity and save the facility $85,500
in energy costs annually. (Contributed)

Pictured abgve are Council members, staff from across 1
departments, and members of the Carbon-Free Colchester
lementation Committee during a Community Energy &
Emissions Plan (CEEP) Implementation Workshop facilitated by
QUEST. (Contributed)

Planning Strategy & Land-Use By-Law Completed
._ ,/\_ Colchester
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The following is an
overview of activities in the
Community Development De-
partment since November
2024, which was presented
by Paul Smith, Director, Com-
munity Services at the Colch-
ester Council committee
meeting on April 10th.
COMMUNITY PLANNING
Plan It Colchester - County-
wide planning:

Upland Planning Studio
and Colchester staff have com-
pleted work on the draft plan-
ning strategy and land use

by-law for the County.A Public
Hearing was held on March
27, 2025, where comments
were received from the public
which mostly focused on
wind turbines, supportive
housing, pits and quarries and
some mapping questions. With
Council’s approval of the draft
documents, they will be sent
to the Minister of Municipal Af-
fairs for provincial approval
which is likely to take 4 to 8
weeks. The documents can be
found on the Municipality’s
website at https://www.colch-
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The Plan it Colchester study conducted by Upland Planning
Studio and Colchester staff has been completed and accepted by
council. Undertaken at the same time was the comprehensive
Land-Use By-Law. (Contributed)

ester.ca/plan-it-colchester.

The Province introduced
new requirements for wind tur-
bine developments on March 7
which reduced setbacks from
dwellings being the greater of
four times the height of the tur-
bine or such a distance where
noise levels do not exceed 40
dBA. Changes to the draft
county-wide planning docu-
ments have been made to com-
ply with the new standards.
Planning Activity:

Staff continue to work
through a draft development
agreement and meet with
stakeholders for the 5 Corners
housing and mixed-use proj-
ect in Bible Hill. There are sev-
eral active and/or new
planning applications cur-
rently under review including
two in Bible Hill as well as
Hilden and Lower Truro.

Staff continue to meet reg-
ularly with prospective devel-
opers about a variety of
locations across the County.
Most discussions are about
proposed housing develop-
ments. The Municipality re-
ceived a grant of $125,000.00
from the Department of Mu-
nicipal Affairs to oversee a
project on 3D Visualization for
Flood Hazard Communication.
An RFP will be going out soon.
Colchester staff will manage

the project with input from
the Project Team, which will
be comprised of representa-
tives from both Colchester
County, the Town of Truro and
if appropriate, representatives
from First Nations communi-
ties,and provincial and federal
government departments.

A summer student will be
hired to assist in the front of-
fice with permit applications,
answering phones and general

administrative duties.An appli-
cation was made to the
Province’s Connect2 Program
to complete a comprehensive
active  transportation plan
which could result in a
$95,000 contribution from the
Province. The Village of Bible
Hill will also be a partner in this
project if approved. One ele-
ment of the project will involve
the development of an evalua-
tion rubric to be used when as-
sessing new sidewalks.

Mothers Day Event

Sunday May 11th
10am till 4pm
Daffodil Walk, Live
Music, Food Truck,
Perennials, Shrubs,
hanging Baskets and
Summer Bedding
Plants
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Ted-Taggart.remaxtruro.ca

Office: 902-893-7500

791 Prince St, Truro NS B2N 167
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Eoch office independently owned & cperated.

2956-3158

Ted.Taggart@remax.net
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CLASSIC CABINETRY

www.magnoliaclassiccabinetry.ca or email: info@magnoliaclassiccabinetry.ca or call us: 1-902-843-4140





<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (None)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Average
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Average
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


