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GRUZ, Andras – Age 86, Bible Hill. It is with heavy hearts that
we announce the passing of Andras (a.k.a. Bandi and Andy)
Gruz, who passed away peacefully on April 13, 2025, in
Cedarstone Enhanced Care, Bible Hill, Nova Scotia, sur-
rounded by family. Andras was born in a small village of
Vatta, Hungary in 1938. At the age of ten, his family moved to
Budapest, where he spent his formative years. He excelled at
his favourite sport of Greco- Roman style Wrestling and won
many competitions and medals. At the age of 18, Andras
bravely started out on an adventure of his lifetime with only a
few possessions and no money with his cousin and best
friend during the 1956 Hungarian Revolution. His two month
journey brought him to Pier 21 in Halifax on January 5, 1957,
where he made the decision to stay in Halifax. He began his
career right away with his Machinist skills, specializing in the
Tool and Die trade. His first job was with Eastern Machine
Shop, in February, after only arriving in Canada for one
month, and could not speak a word of English. He worked for
various companies throughout his career such as Fairey
Canada Limited, IMP, Dartmouth Machine Shop, Nova Auto-
motive and finally, with Olands Brewery (Labatts) for the re-
mainder of his career as the Maintenance Supervisor. As a
proud new Canadian citizen since 1963, Andras’s favourite ex-
pression was “Great Country, Eh!” He moved to Mount Uni-
acke in the late 1980’s, to build his beloved home and to
enjoy the lake life on Lewis Lake. His early passions included
deer hunting with his many friends, fishing, being a soccer
coach for peewee divisions, and spending time with his dogs.
Our Dad was a huge influence on his three daughters, Veron-
ica, Gina and Sonya, as well as his three granddaughters, who
he had the pleasure of babysitting on a regular basis. He was
predeceased by his parents, Andras and Maria (Farkas), of
Hungary; his two sisters, Maria Gruz and Ella Csiffary, both of
Hungary; as well as his wife, M. Joan Gruz (Dolomont), who
passed away on November 28th of last year. Andras is sur-
vived by daughters, Veronica Gruz (George), Horsham, Penn-
sylvania, Regina Allen (Paul), Truro and Sonya
Gruz-Brownlow (Chris), Edmonton, Alberta; his granddaugh-
ters, LJ Ferrand (Nathan), Vancouver, BC., Emily Gruz
(Yashar), Edmonton, Alberta, Sondrea Gruz, Edmonton, Al-
berta and also his special fur baby grandson, “Rocky” Allen.
He is also survived by his niece, Anna Maria Fervagner, Bu-
dapest, Hungary, nephew, Attila Csiffary, Budapest, Hungary
and niece, Andrea Csiffary, Athens, Greece, and their extended
families. Special thanks to the medical team and the wonder-
ful, caring staff in the Victoria Way neighborhood at Cedar-
stone, Truro. A funeral service for Andras and his wife, Joan
Gruz, will be held in St. Thomas More Church, Dartmouth on
Friday, June 13th at 10:30am, with a reception to follow. He
will be interred privately with immediate family in Bible Hill
Cemetery at a later date. 

ROVERS Leonardus “Leo” Arnoldus Gerardus  known fondly
to his family as Ope, passed away peacefully at home, sur-
rounded by his loved ones, on April 14, 2025, at the age of
86. Born in Asten-Heusden, Netherlands, on, March 14, 1939,
Leo was a son of the late Adrian “Harry” and Antonia Rovers. 
He was predeceased by his beloved wife, Mary Jeanette; his
sister, Mary (Maynard) Stevens and brother-in-law, Hyland
Fraser. He leaves behind his children, Adrian Rovers, Chris
(Tina) Rovers, Leona (Sinclair) Verboom, and Laurie (Andrew)
Poehl; grandchildren, Brandon (Renae) Verboom, Matthew
Verboom, Evan Rovers, Selaina Rovers, Hayden and Jenna
Poehl and great-grandchildren, Kyle, Jaylah, Anders, and
Theodore. He is also survived by his siblings, Arnold
(Roberta) Rovers, Toni (Herman) Van Den Hoogen, Joanne
(Francis) Duykers, and Harriet Fraser. Following the war, Leo
and his family emigrated from the Netherlands to Ontario in
1952. They first settled in Heatherton, Nova Scotia, where his
family farmed. It was there that Leo met Mary at a dance in
Pomquet, and they married on April 18, 1964. Together, they
raised their family while continuing to farm in Heatherton until
their move to Stewiacke in April 1972. It was in Stewiacke that
Leo transitioned into the construction business, founding
L&R Construction Ltd. In 1975. His company, which special-
ized in sewage and water treatment plants, apartment build-
ings, and hotels like Journey’s End Hotels (Comfort Inns),
became a cornerstone of Nova Scotia’s construction land-
scape. Leo’s most proud project was the Colchester Regional
Library in Truro, a testament to his belief that a town needs a
heart to bring its community together. He had a vision for the
old Normal College site, where he seamlessly integrated the
historical architecture into his design, preserving the essence
of the past while infusing it with modern functionality. This
careful blend of old and new not only honoured the heritage of
the area but also created a vibrant space for future genera-
tions. Leo took immense pride in this accomplishment, which
will stand as a lasting legacy to his hard work, foresight, and
respect for the town’s rich architectural history. 
As a founding member of the Guatemala Outreach Project in
2010, Leo dedicated himself to the cause, making biannual
trips to build “Leo Stoves” for the villagers—an initiative he
spoke of with unmatched enthusiasm and dedication. Leo’s
devotion to the well-being of others extended beyond the
stoves. He was deeply committed to ensuring that children in
the villages had a safe space to play, playing a pivotal role in
the installation of playgrounds and the establishment of a
medical clinic. His legacy is one of boundless compassion,
adventure, and service. The family would like to extend spe-
cial thanks to Marion Skinner and Eleanor MacLellan for their
exceptional care over the past five years. Your love and dedi-
cation to Dad will never be forgotten. We also extend our
heartfelt gratitude to Lauri Isenor, Mary Beaton, and Paula
Simms for their care, as well as to Joy Nicholson for the joy
she brought to Dad’s life through music and therapy. Our
thanks also goes to the VON and Canadian Red Cross for their
invaluable support. In Leo’s memory, memorial donations
may be made to the Colchester East Hants Health Centre
Foundation or a charity of your choice. A visitation was held
Wednesday, May 7th from 6 to 8 p.m. In Colchester Commu-
nity Funeral Home, 512 Willow St., Truro, NS. A Funeral Mass
took place on Thursday, May 8th at 2:00 p.m. In the Immacu-
late Conception Parish, 669 Prince St., Truro, followed by a
reception in Campbell Hall. A private burial will take place af-
terward in Pine Grove Cemetery, Stewiacke East, for family
and close friends. Leo will be dearly missed, but his love,
strength, and indomitable spirit will continue to inspire all
who were fortunate enough to know him.

MINGO, Russell “Keith” – Age 92, Bible Hill, passed away
surrounded by family on April 14, 2025, in Vimy Court. Born
in The Falls, Keith was a son of the late Russell and Olive
(Marshall) Mingo. Keith was in the military for 28 years and
retired as a Warrant Officer. He was a member of the Royal
Canadian Legion Branch #26. He is survived by his wife,
Frances (mccallum); his children, Brenda (Curt), of Truro,
Alan (Anita), of Indonesia; grandchildren, Gary (Lianna), of
Ottawa, Kristi (Chris), of Alberta, Lance, of Alberta, Russel, of
Indonesia, Winda, of Indonesia; great grandson, Alexander
from Dartmouth; brother, Kenneth, of Alberta; along with
nieces, nephews and cousins; stepchildren, Kevin (Cindy),
Bruce, Mark Jacqueline); seven step grandchildren and two
step great grandchildren. Besides his parents, Keith was pre-
deceased by his first wife, Jennie (Burns). The family would
like to thank the staff at Vimy Court for the care they provided
Keith. Donations in Keith’s memory may be made to a charity
of your choice.  Arrangements have been entrusted to Colch-
ester Community Funeral Home, 512 Willow St., Truro. Inter-
ment took place on April 26th at 2pm in The Falls Cemetery.

Ryan, Barbara Alice – 82, of Great Village passed away on
Thursday, April 24, 2025 at Colchester East Hants Health
Centre. Born in Portaupique, she was a daughter of the late
Lyman and Violet (Blair) Ryan.  Barbara lived in Portaupique
most of her life. She moved to the senior’s McCaull Villa in
Great Village in 2015. Barbara worked at Fulton’s Motel for a
few years and then she remained home to look after her
mother. She was a lady full of wit and enjoyed people.  Bar-
bara is survived by her sister, June (Foster, deceased) Wilson;
brothers, Aubrey (Susan) Ryan, Truro, David (Margaret, de-
ceased) Ryan, Glenholme; nieces, nephews and cousins.  Be-
sides her parents, she was predeceased by sister, Etta (Cecil)
Williams; brothers, Malcolm (Faye), Richard, Merle (Rita) and
Everett (Shirley).  Honouring Barbara’s wishes, there will be
no visitation or funeral service. A private family graveside
service will be held in Folly Village Cemetery, Glenholme at a
later date. If so desired, donations to the Heart and Stroke
Foundation of Nova Scotia are welcomed.  Arrangements have
been entrusted to Mattatall – Varner Funeral Home, 55 Young
Street, Truro. Tributes, words of comfort and memories may
be shared at: www.mattatallvarnerfh.com
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OBITUARIES

The following is a statement
from Premier Tim Houston:

This week marks five years
since the events of April 18-19,
2020. As each day, month and
year passes, we continue to re-
flect and remember those lost,
and we continue to support
survivors.

These events were deeply
felt by all Nova Scotians, but
no one can truly understand
the depth of the loss for those
most impacted.

To the families, survivors
and communities – I want you
to know that Nova Scotians
continue to have you all in our
thoughts and close to our
hearts.

I continue to be inspired by
your courage and your
strength. Know that we stand
with you today and every day.

We remain Nova Scotia Strong.
We will continue to work

with municipalities, the fed-
eral government and the
RCMP to make our communi-
ties safer. We are unwavering
in our commitment to make
real change.

To all Nova Scotians – I en-
courage you to observe a mo-
ment of silence at noon on
April 18 and April 19. I also ask
that you continue to be com-
passionate and supportive dur-
ing this difficult time,
honouring the privacy of the
families and communities im-
pacted and giving them space
to grieve, reflect and remem-
ber.

Remembering and reflect-
ing on the events of April 2020
may affect Nova Scotians in
different ways. If you are strug-

(NOTE: The following is a
statement from Myra Free-
man, Chair, on behalf of the
Progress Monitoring Commit-
tee.)

On April 18 and 19, 2020,
the lives of countless people
were forever changed in a dev-
astating mass casualty that af-
fected communities in Nova
Scotia, Canada, the United
States and beyond. The mass
casualty created profound
grief to those most impacted
and five years later, we con-
tinue to experience its far-
reaching effects.

We remember: Tom Bagley,
Kristen Beaton and unborn
child, Greg and Jamie Blair,
Joy Bond and Peter Bond, Lil-
lian Campbell, Corrie Ellison,
Gina Goulet, Dawn and
Frank Gulenchyn, Alanna
Jenkins and Sean McLeod,
Lisa McCully, Heather
O’Brien, Jolene Oliver, Aaron
Tuck and Emily Tuck, Const.
Heidi Stevenson, E. Joanne
Thomas and John Zahl and
Joey Webber

We also remember those
who have been lost in the
years since April 2020, who
were deeply affected by these
events. We turn our thoughts
to those who continue to ex-
perience the impacts, both
physical and psychological, in
the years that have passed.

We remain committed to
monitoring and reporting pub-
licly on the initiatives that the
governments of Canada and
Nova Scotia, and the Royal
Canadian Mounted Police, are
undertaking in response to the
Mass Casualty Commission
final report. We will take the
time to mourn and reflect, and
then we will continue our
work.

We extend our deepest
sympathies to all those who
have been impacted by the
mass casualty. We all have a
part to play in bringing about
change to make our communi-
ties safer and appreciate the
efforts of everyone who con-
tinues to advocate for these
changes.

gling and need support, the
provincial mental health crisis
line is available 24 hours a day,
7 days a week at 1-888-429-
8167.

The flags at Province
House and all provincial gov-
ernment buildings and institu-
tions will fly at half-mast on
these days. I encourage citi-
zens, businesses and commu-
nity organizations that fly flags
to join us.

We will never forget: Tom
Bagley, Kristen Beaton and
her unborn child, Greg Blair,
Jamie Blair, Joy Bond, Peter
Bond, Lillian Campbell, Cor-
rie Ellison, Gina Goulet,
Dawn Gulenchyn, Frank Gu-
lenchyn, Alanna Jenkins,
Sean McLeod, Lisa McCully,
Heather O’Brien, Jolene
Oliver, Aaron Tuck, Emily
Tuck, Const. Heidi Stevenson,
E. Joanne Thomas, John Zahl
and Joey Webber.

REMEMBERING
April 18-19, 2020

Statement on Five Years Since
Mass Casualty 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (None)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Average
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Average
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


