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Letters to the editor
The direct solution is the county

inspector cites the property, and with
adequate notice, and  with expected non-
compliance, sends in the clean-up team.
Then, cost of that clean up is added to the properties’ tax
bill, plus a legal  lien   until tax is paid. Signs are placed on
property .  ASAP, property is put up for tax sale AND, legal
cost to remove the lien is the property owners obligation .

Remember, these delinquent property owners are wiley,
irresponsible and just do not care most of the time”. 
April 2, 9:45 pm: Approximately seven hours later another

follower of the saga, who did not want his name used,
but will be identified as, C/F chided in with his email:
“The bylaw should be fully enforced under certain
circumstances. It is more likely to be enforced if no one
lives on the premises. C”

April 3, 7:28 am: Early morning on the 3rd a Cumberland
municipal councillor, send a broadcast email to the
nearly 30 residents in Bill Kempt’s email-chain. At a later
request, we have deleted the councillor’s name and in
future will be referred to as “Councillor”. When jumping
aboard the email stated: “Just following the conversation
here and wondering if there was a specific
property/properties that are in question? Several
properties are brought to my attention every year, and
many of them have been cleaned up. District 3 begins at
Heathers Beach, with a boundary line right over to the
Town of Oxford, and part of Pugwash Junction as well as
the Gulf Shore road out to the sharp right turn, so quite
a few of them are on back roads that are not traveled as
often but where there is so much derelict infrastructure,
especially old barns, that are potentially dangerous.
The county bylaw officer is good at responding to the

requests when I bring them from constituents, so if there is
a property in mind please let me know. I can get a form out
to you to fill out”. Thank you, Jennifer Houghtaling
April 4, 8:14 pm: After reading Councillor’s reply, Bill Kempt

entered the discussion again with added information
and observations in an email, as follows: “Good
afternoon H/E, C/F et al, 
Thank you (all) for responding . 
I note that “Councillor” replied to Ed and C/F’s

commentary and copied myself and others. I note too that
we were offered “a form to fill out”. The point perhaps
being that “Councillor” doesn’t know of the derelict,
dangerous and or unsightly properties of which you might
speak?

But I think not.
I read it as —-no actual legal action is taken without

someone’s signature attached to a complaint form. 
Our Mayor and “Councillor” have seen with their own

eyes specific properties that were brought to their
attention and it was made clear that (despite seeing them
with their own eyes) any individual initiating the question
of a justifiable complaint would have to affix their signature
to a complaint form ——-if the bylaw is to be enforced. 

Why? Because in our democracy everyone has the right
before the law to know their accuser.

It’s likely that few of us are as aware of the extent of
derelict, dangerous and unsightly properties in our district as
“Councillor”. Just by way of the reply indicated that to be the
case. However there remains the unspoken hitch in
“Councillor”s” stance on this matter.  There must be a
complaint and the complainant must be revealed if it goes to
court.

It is, in all likelihood that one’s own awareness of
derelict, dangerous and /or unsightly properties happens to
be those within one’s usual area of travel.  Thus, it’s more
than likely that we know of such properties in our
own  neighbourhood. Few of us want the possibility of an
“offended and offensive neighbour “ due to lodging a
complaint regarding their property. That problem is a more
blatant one when the property owner in question has
a  demonstrated history of outbursts of antisocial and
violent behaviour . 

H/E, I understand that your suggestion of an operational
procedure which uses county employed  inspectors was
brought to the attention of several  members of Municipal
Council, including “Councillor”. It’s a sound idea. I am not
aware of any Council action in this regard—- that is —-
without the said signature on a complaint form.

It’s a “Catch 22“ situation.  Unless Municipal Council
appoints and shields inspectors (perhaps also with
supporting committee) to get on with attending to this
problem the EXCUSE for no action taken is … NO ONE
COMPLAINED!

Fear is a major factor permitting most antisocial
behavour and we as a fearful citizenry perhaps also have a
fearful Council?

What we as ratepayers and citizens are losing by way of
not retaining and attracting good people to this area is more
than enough of a monetary incentive to do the right thing .
By that I mean making our area a more attractive place to
live. The front page of same edition of The Shoreline Journal
that I previously quoted has a picture of Mayor Scott
reviewing materials for the “Join us in Cumberland“
campaign. It’s sponsored by the Cumberland business
community. Their reasons for the campaign and the actions
taken are sound. After decades of losing population we
stand on a threshold of possible gain. The reason why that’s
potentially beneficial are too numerous to recount here and
nevertheless should already be understood.

continued on page 10

Continued from page 4
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