
Season twenty-six for the
Truro Bearcats has ended.

On Thursday, April 6, the
Yarmouth Mariners put the
Bearcats on the brink with a 4-
2 home win. It turned out to
be the closest game in the se-
ries.

The teams were tied head-
ing to the final period, but
Yarmouth’s fire power pre-
vailed, scoring two to earn the
win.

As had been the case
throughout the playoffs, the
Bearcat bench was short. A
pair of U-18 call ups improved
the numbers, but Yarmouth
wasn’t to be denied.

Saturday, April 8, the
Bearcats finished the opening
period with a lead. It didn’t
hold up, as the Mariners
scored four unanswered the
rest of the way to win the East-
link South championship.

The Mariners swept the
Crushers and Bearcats, demon-
strating clearly why they fin-
ished first overall. Best wishes
to them going forward.

They outscored the opposi-
tion 42-16 in the two series.
Sticking to the script and play-
ing with composure paid off.

The Bearcat season was a
good one and there’s little
doubt the Valley series took
plenty from them. It was an ex-

hausting one which brought
the team limping to the Divi-
sional Finals.

Hats off to the graduating
Bearcat players who com-
pleted their junior eligibility in
Truro — Christie, Steele,
Miron, Bays, Maynard, Humber-
Dredge and Martin. The organ-
ization thanks them and
wishes them the best.

There are exit meetings to
be held and spots to be filled.
That process never ends.

April 8th’s loss also ended
the Bearcats’ first decade at
the RECC.  Their first game
there was on March 2, 2013,
against the Metro Shipbuilders
(now the Valley Wildcats).

The Bearcats defeated Pic-
tou County and Amherst to
capture the Divisional title, be-
fore losing in the finals to Sum-
merside.

The Bearcats hosted the
Fred Page Cup (May 1-5) and
came out the winner to move
on to the Royal Bank Cup for
the first time.

It was a great start for the
Bearcats at the RECC. The
team went on to win four
more Divisional titles during
the decade and won MHL ti-
tles in 2014 and 2017.

Interestingly, since return-
ing to the Junior ranks in
1997, the Bearcats have won
four League titles, but each
was clinched on the road.
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Lily Hamilton on left, Kayla and her Mother, Melissa Hamilton on
right get ready for the Junior A  Bearcat playoff game  against

Yarmouth at the Rath Eastlink Community Centre.

Brodie Hollingsworth, on left, staff of the Truro Junior A Bearcats
, graduate player Jacob Christie and his Father discuss the season

at the banquet held at the Rath Eastlink Community Centre .

Long time  Truro Junior A Bearcat Game Day volunteers , Al
Murphy on left, Lisa Murphy  and Christine Fulton enjoy the
speeches , awards and presentations at the season wrap - up

celebration for the Truro Junior A Bearcats.

Bearcat Banter: 
Season Ends

Truro, N.S. (April 23, 2023) – The Mar-
itime Junior Hockey League (MHL) wishes
to formally announce the transfer of the
South Shore Lumberjacks franchise to the
town of Grand Bouctouche. The transfer
will take effect starting in the 2023-24 sea-
son. The Board of Governors recently met
in Moncton, N.B. and unanimously ap-
proved the move.

“The Maritime Junior Hockey League
would like to extend its thanks to Bridge-
water and the surrounding area for their
support of the team over the years, includ-
ing their many fans,” says MHL President

Troy Dumville.
The franchise began as the Halifax

Wolverines in 2004-05. It moved ahead of
the 2008-09 season and was renamed the
Bridgewater Lumberjacks. The name
changed to the South Shore Lumberjacks
for the 2014-15 season. During the team’s
time in Bridgewater, they made the divi-
sion final three times.

Owner Dave Hinkley says, “The organi-
zation would like to thank all fans, players,
staff, volunteers, and sponsors of Lunen-
burg County for your support since the
team’s inception.”

As a result of this move, the franchise
will play in the Eastlink North Division.
The Summerside Western Capitals will
move to the Eastlink South for the 2023-
24 season.

Further information regarding the relo-
cation of the South Shore Lumberjacks
franchise to Bouctouche will be released
in the near future.

Media Contact:
James Faulkner

Director of Communications
Maritime Junior Hockey League

jfaulkner@themhl.ca

South Shore Lumberjacks to relocate to Bouctouche
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