
Tuesday morning, we took a short hike on Mossy Cave Trail be-
fore heading back out to RTE 89 for the drive on to Page, Arizona
with a side stop at Kanab, Utah at the Best Friends Animal Sanctu-
ary, home to over 1500 animals, including about 450 dogs and pup-
pies. 

We chose Rte 89A to Page and were not disappointed. Scenery
varied from snow covered treed mountain tops to hot dry dessert,
but amazing rock formations could be seen everywhere. It is a bit
unnerving to be driving (with no cell service) and see nothing but
miles and miles of dessert and meeting very few cars. 

Page was a very small town close to Horseshoe Canyon and An-
telope Canyon. We decided on the guided tour of the Lower Ante-
lope Canyon for Wednesday morning and ran out of words to
describe its unique beauty. To enjoy this slot canyon, you descend
a few flights of stairs, its tight quarters are not for those who are
claustrophobic, but it was a highlight of the trip for us.

Another breath-taking drive that afternoon, from Page to our
final National Park, the South Grand Canyon, Arizona. We took the
scenic drive Rte 64 from Cameron to the entrance. This drive lit-
erally blew us away. We stopped at a Little Colorado River Overlook
and the winds were so strong, we had to hold on to each other to
keep from blowing over. There are several spots to stop and look
at the sights along this route. Each one unique and worthy a short
hike.

There was lots of snow at the Grand Canyon and trails were
once again icy but with the guardrails we were able to walk with-
out the grippers on our boots. On the way into the park, to watch
the sunset at Mather Point we saw a gorgeous elk right by the side
of the road and a few deer meandering around. The sunset was
stunning once again and afterwards we headed back to Red
Feather Lodge for the night.

One of us got up at 5am to head back to Mather Point for the
sunrise! It was extremely cold at that hour and even with mittens
and boots I think I froze my fingers and toes. Mother nature started
showing off her beauty about 6:10am and by full sunrise at 6:50am
the area was filled with onlookers snapping photos. It was a fast
car ride back to the hotel to warm up before heading out for more
scenic views. We were fortunate to get a parking space in the

Grand Canyon Village, close to the Bright Angel Trailhead and
hopped on the shuttle for the West Rim Drive. We were told we
were lucky to come at the time we did as the crowds were about
to get crazy beginning with March Break. The shuttles ran every
ten minutes, and we had no trouble hopping on and off to take in
each viewpoint.

It is over a four-hour drive back to Vegas, Nevada so we made a
stop along the famous Route 66 at Seligman, a quirky little town
similar to Radiator Springs, the fictional town from Pixar’s movie
Cars. Lots to see here, including a Mater-like toothy truck in front
of The Historic Seligman Sundries. 

This return drive also takes you past Hoover Dam, which we
skipped touring on this trip but is worthy a stop. As we neared
Vegas, we passed miles and miles of solar panels as far as you could
see. Road surfaces could definitely use an upgrade, but it did keep
you awake dodging potholes.

Four days was certainly not enough to take in all the beauty of
these three parks and hike the long trails, but we enjoyed seeing
the diverse landscape and scenery we will never forget.

By Linda Harrington
(As result of a recent trip,

following a three year delay,
due to CoVid-19, Linda Har-
rington decided Air Travel
changes were so noticeable it
warranted the following col-
umn.)

How many flight issues and
vacation woes have been in
the news lately?  Air travel has
changed and not in a good
way. Here are some tips to per-
haps make travel go a bit
smoother. 

When planning a vacation,
try to book flights to and from
your destination with minimal
stops, even choosing your
ideal destination with a direct
flight. Make sure each layover
has a minimum of three hours
(ideally more). Book all your
flights with the same airline if
possible.

Purchase travel insurance!
This not only offers a chance
to recoup money spent on a
cancelled trip it also helps
take away the worry of addi-
tional expenses when you
must find new travel arrange-
ments during your trip. Check
your credit card, some offer
this insurance already but pay
attention to maximum cover-
ages. A last-minute flight pur-
chase to keep from missing a
connection can cost a lot
more than your initial flight. 

How much luggage? Even a
three-hour connection can be

cut close when you factor in
planes arriving late, de-icing,
busy tarmacs and weather.
Only having carry-on luggage
means you do not have to wait
for baggage to be unloaded to
continue with your connec-
tion and these minutes add
up. Most airlines allow a small
suitcase and a backpack size
additional item. 

Try and pick seats close to
the front of the plane so you
can get off quickly. Aisle seats
have an added advantage.
When boarding is called, get in
line quickly so you can make
sure there is room to store
your luggage above your seat.
If your bags go in cargo be-
cause there is no room on-
board, you will now have to
wait for them to be unloaded. 

If you find your connection
window has gotten very close,
ask the flight attendant for as-
sistance getting off the plane
more quickly. There are often
other travellers in a similar sit-
uation, and they will some-
times ask the other passengers
to remain seated and let you
go first.

Download the airline’s app
and have all your travel infor-
mation loaded. The app will
send out notice of flight
changes when they occur, and
you can check-in and have
boarding passes loaded.

Write down the travel assis-
tance number for the airline
and your booking reference
number (along with any num-
bers for our travel insurance).
Research and record alterna-
tive travel arrangements on
the day before, day of and day
after your planned travel.
When an airline cancels or
changes your flight, a com-
puter automatically rebooks
your alternative flight which
could mean cancelling your
trip without your knowledge.
Calling the airline ASAP and
having flight choices written
down in front of you can keep
your vacation inconvenience
to a minimum. On a recent va-
cation our first flight of the en-
tire trip was cancelled the day
before our trip. The airline
computer rebooking was for a
week later, leaving us only one
day of vacation. By calling im-
mediately we realized there
were no choices with our ex-
isting airline, but there was a

flight available on another air-
line leaving in three hours.  A
good reason to have every-
thing ready to go a day in ad-
vance.

Check upcoming weather
at your point of departure and
arrival. If you find a storm fore-
cast for the day of planned
travel, phone the airline and
ask if you can get a flight out
earlier. They will often wave
fees.  It may cost you an extra
night in a hotel, but this is a
small price to pay for not miss-
ing the entire vacation. 

Do not book prepaid activ-
ities for the first day of arrival.
You don’t want to miss a con-
cert you were looking forward
to attending because of a late
arrival. If you do find yourself
delayed and have purchased
insurance, keep all your re-
ceipts for added expenses in-
cluding meals and taxi fares. 

Leave yourself a day or two
of vacation days off work at
the end of your trip in case
things don’t go as planned. 

Some things are simply out
of your control with airlines
and flight changes but being
prepared might save your va-
cation plans. Have a fantastic
trip!
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Continued from page 14

How many of these will fit in our carry on? Stopping at the Best
Friends Animal Sanctuary, Kanab, Utah was a highlight.

Stopped for a selfie with the hoodoos in Bryce National Park.

Sunset Point in Bryce National Park lived up to its name for
extraordinary beauty.

Some of the unique sights in the quirky little town of Seligman,
along Route 66.

Sunset at the Southern Rim of the Grand Canyon.

Post-pandemic Air Travel Trips
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