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2021 Wild Blueberry Crop Totals 264 Million Pounds

By Linda Harrington

The WBPANS Winter Infor-
mation Meeting, was held on
April 1st at the Best Western,
Truro as both an in-person and
virtual event. Over 40 people
attended the meeting, with
close to 100 people also
logged into the event online.

WBPANS President Peter
Swinkels opened the meeting,
welcoming everyone and

Dr. David Percival, Dalhousie
Faculty of Agriculture
presented an update on wild
blueberry disease
management at the WBPANS
Winter Information Meeting.
(Harrington Photo)

thanking Peter Burgess and
Janet Geldart for all the work
they do for the Association. He
said the Board has been doing
a great deal of work focused
on price stability for the wild
blueberry industry. “We are
pleased where the price is
now, but we need to maintain
price stability”

Peter Burgess, Executive Di-
rector for WBPANS gave an up-
date on final crop yield for the
season. In 2021, Maine pro-
duced 103.8 million pounds,

WBPANS President Peter
Swinkels opened the 2022
WBPANS Winter Information
Meeting. (Harrington Photo)
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New Brunswick 55.8 million,
PEI 19.5 million, Quebec 36.3
million and Nova Scotia had
49 million for a total of 264
million pounds. This was
down substantially from the
record crop in 2016 of 405
million pounds, but slightly
over the 5-year average of
253.3 million.

The 2022 crop year is look-
ing favorable but unlikely to
be a huge crop because of in-
jury to sprout fields and signif-
icant fescue pressure due to
low inputs in the last few
years.

Producers will have to pay
close attention to input costs
with the increase in fertilizer
and fuel prices, along with ex-
tended Covid impacts and cur-
rent world events.The demand
for frozen blueberries, both
wild and highbush remains

high with a positive outlook
going into the next crop year.

WBPANS will once again be
a major sponsor of the Heart-
land Tour, which promotes car-
diovascular health. The Wild
Blueberry Festival will return
to in-person events this Au-
gust.

Research funding commit-
ment from WBPANS contin-
ues, with projects including
harvester efficiency, disease,
weeds and pollinators. The
WBPANS Research Committee
would like to hear from indi-
vidual producers who may
have issues or concerns on
their farms.

New Health reports will be
coming out in the next few
months, reflecting positive
outcomes on cardiovascular
health, memory, and cognitive
health from consuming wild
blueberries every day. It is a
good idea to keep the daily
dose of blue in your meal plan-
ning!

New data has been col-
lected relating to the Wild
Blueberry Industry in Nova
Scotia. There are currently 638
growers, with 47% of the
growers based out of or hav-

Dr. Scott White, Dalhousie Faculty of Agriculture gave an
informative presentation on Fescue Management for the Spring
of 2022. (Harrington Photo)

ing fields in Cumberland
County. 84% of all production
comes from fields in Cumber-
land, Colchester and Pictou
County.

The Weather Station Assis-
tance Program, from Nova Sco-
tia Department of Agriculture
has been extended until April
30th. Producers are eligible for
a rebate from 30- 70% of the
total cost. Information from
the Weather Stations, including
air temperature, relative hu-
midity, wind speeds, wind di-
rection, total rainfall and
barometric pressure will help
producers make informed de-
cisions around spraying and
cropping practices. The full

program guidelines and appli-
cation form can be found
athttps://novascotia.ca/pro-
grams/Weather-Station-Assis-
tance

Technical presentations on
field management from the
Winter Meeting can be viewed
on the You Tube channel,
which can be accessed on the
website: www.nswildblueber-
ries.com and useful manage-
ment tools, like weather, GDD
& Phenology Tracker and
blight line with alert can be ac-
cessed from the Blog at
http://www.novascotiawild-
blueberryblog.com/

Weather Station Assistance Program

By Linda Harrington

The Weather Station Assis-
tance Program encourages
producers to embrace on-farm
weather station technology
and adopt tools that allow
them to fully utilize the data
gathered. This will strengthen
the industry and empower
producers to make necessary
proactive management deci-
sions to mitigate the impacts
of climate change and adverse
weather conditions.

Eligibility is extended to
farmers and the Agricultural
Industry, as outlined in the Pro-
gram Guide.A farmer must be
currently and properly regis-
tered in the correct income
category under the Farm Reg-
istration Act, the applicant
must be at least 19 years of age
and actively farming in the

program year. An applicant
from the Agricultural Industry
must represent identifiable
Nova Scotia agriculture and
agrifood  products; and
demonstrate not-for-profit sta-
tus by providing documenta-
tion.

Weather stations must be
purchased from Perennia. An
evaluation matrix with key
variables will be used to gen-
erate funding assistance for ap-
plicants. Assistance will range
from 30% to 70% of the cost of
the weather station.

Thomas Harrington is an
Agriculture Technology Spe-
cialist with Perennia and is co-
ordinating the installation of
weather stations under this
program. “This is an exciting
new program that puts
weather stations directly in

Hugh Lyu, Perennia Wild Blueberry Specialist and Thomas
Harrington, Perennia Agriculture Technology Specialist
presented information on the Weather Station Program.

(Harrington Photo)
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the hands of producers who
can use them to help farm
more efficiently;” says Thomas.
“The weather stations meas-
ure things like rainfall, temper-
ature, humidity, wind speed
and wind direction. These are
all critical for farmers when it
comes to crop management.
For example, monitoring tem-
peratures and humidity can
help a farmer better under-
stand if their crop might be
susceptible to disease or
recording the amount of rain-
fall can help a farmer to better
apply water to a crop through
irrigation. The most exciting
feature of these weather sta-
tions is that they are remotely
accessible, so data can be
viewed from a phone or com-
puter in real-time- no need to
go to the field to download
the data”

The

The Application Deadline is
April 30th, 2022.All forms and
information can be found at
https://novascotia.ca/pro-
grams/Weather-Station-Assis-
tance/

Complete and submit the
Weather Station Assistance Ap-
plication to the Agriculture -
Programs Office at 74 Re-
search Dr., Bible Hill, NS BOL
2R2. For more information
Phone: 902 893-6377, Toll-free:
1 866 844-4276 or Email:
prm@novascotia.ca.

Clients new to programs
since 2018 must complete the
Program Funding Registration
(PFR) Form. Returning clients
will need to update PFR form
as necessary.

Several weather stations are
already installed, and their
daily data can be view online
at

http://www.novascotiaw-
ildblueberryblog.com/p/weat
her.html
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Budget 2022-23 Invests in
Northern Nova Scotia

By Maurice Rees
On March 29, Finance and

Treasury Board Minister Allan
MacMaster tabled Budget
2022-23:Solutions for Health-
care, Solutions for Nova Sco-
tians. Some of the highlights
which will benefit residents
in Northern Nova Scotia in-
clude:

* Continued work on the
North Cumberland Health
Centre in Pugwash;

* Design work at Cumber-
land Regional Health Care
Centre in Amherst;

* New funding to make vir-
tual care available to
everyone on the Need a
Family Practice Registry
and expand the kind of
care available through vir-
tual care;

* New residence for Nova
Scotia Community Col-
lege’s Pictou campus;

¢ Construction work at the
Nova Scotia Provincial Ex-
hibition grounds in Bible

Hill;
¢ Upgrades to the C.A Dou-

glas Grandstand at Truro

Raceway;

e Funding for continued
work at Springhill Ele-
mentary School;

* Funding to continue the
new Healthy Schools
Grant for all public
schools;

o Highway 104 twinning
from Sutherlands River to
Antigonish; and

* Expansion of the gravel
road program and addi-
tional funding of $30 mil-
lion for bridge repair and
renewal.

The budget also included
the introduction of the “More
Opportunities for Skilled
Trades” program, which, start-
ing in the 2022 tax year, will
return provincial personal in-
come tax paid on the first
$50,000 of earnings for eligi-
ble people under the age of

0.
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Forests Our Future

Maritime Grown & Produced from a Renewable Resource

Always purchasing studwood & stumpage,
paying premium prices for spruce & fir
Contact Rob at 902-221-0324 or Shawn at 902-221-1263

195 Old Post Rd. Enfield, NS www.ledwidgelumber.com
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