
It has been 26 years since
Bill Hay took on a mammoth
project in Stewiacke that has
shared his love of his home
province in a giant way. 

Mastodon Ridge came to
life in 1995 with the unveiling
of Melvin, a 14-foot tall, life-
sized replica of a mastodon,
which has become an iconic
landmark along Highway 102,
near Exit 11, overlooking the
Stewiacke and Shubenacadie
Rivers. 

Bill had a desire to share his
love of the province with visi-
tors, so the discovery of
mastodon bones in a nearby
Milford quarry in 1991 was the
inspiration for such a large
idea to create a family-friendly
destination while educating
people about local heritage
and culture. 

The development of the
prime tourist stopping loca-
tion, has contributed to the
local economy in a big way
over the past few decades.
First, the Hay family con-
structed a Kentucky Fried
Chicken restaurant at the
ridge location in 1979, then
later with the establishment of
other businesses the following
years. 

Mastodon Ridge as grown a
reputation as a key tourist des-
tination on Central Nova Sco-
tia. During the past two years,
significant upgrades were un-
dertaken to modernize the site
to be even more welcoming
for visitors, improve parking
and washrooms, as well as the
addition of a premium 18-hole
mini-golf course, a new fun
fort and play area, event area,

trail upgrades and more. Ten-
ants also add to the attraction
including a local-focused re-
tailer, distillery, ice cream par-
lor and food service, and a
Visitor Information Centre.
The enterprise employs be-
tween 10 and 15 people at
peak season.

Bill’s passion for sharing his
love of Nova Scotia shines
through, focusing on educa-
tion with the inclusion of
story boards around the prop-
erty. 

Another claim to add to its
fame is the close proximity to
the geographic point of being
located half-way between the
equator and the North Pole. 

Bill also gives back to the
community in a big way. In cel-
ebration of its 25th anniver-

sary last year, Bill donated
$25,000 to Feed Nova Scotia
and hosted a weekend-long
fundraising event at Mastodon
Ridge, donating the proceeds
to food banks in the Colch-
ester Area. 

Bill works closely with the
Town of Stewiacke’s Business
and Tourism Committee and
supports a number of initia-
tives to spur economic growth
for the entire region. In addi-
tion, he has served on a num-
ber of business and industry
boards. 

Tonight, the Truro & Colch-
ester Chamber of Commerce
is pleased to honour Mastodon
Ridge with the 2022 Commu-
nity Credit Union Business Ex-
cellence Award. 
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outstanding contributions to
the community, has an innova-
tive spirit and has demon-
strated positive social and/or
economic impact on the re-
gion, while creating new em-
ployment opportunities.

This year we are pleased to
honour the contributions of
local developer Joe Pinto,
owner of Wayside Café and the
Great Village Arts and Enter-
tainment Centre.

A life-long love of food and
music has ignited Joe’s entre-
preneurial spirit which re-
cently led him to restore a
decommissioned church.

Born on Madeira Island in
Portugal, Joe immigrated to
Canada at the age of 16, land-
ing in Canada in Montreal. By
1985, he was working as the
General Manager of the Holi-
day Inn in Saint John, NB, the
year the city hosted the Sum-
mer Games. 

Around the same time, an
opportunity that fit well with
his passion for food and music
arose, and he received a job
offer to come to Truro to run
the Lincoln Pub, now known
as the Engine Room Pub. 

He arrived in the Hubtown
with his life savings of $5,000
in his pocket, along with his
wife and two children, to build
a new life here. 

However, soon after relo-
cating to this area, the pub

changed hands, and Joe found
himself unemployed and in
search of a new job. As an im-
migrant to Canada, Joe firmly
believed that this country is a
land of opportunity for a hard
worker and a it wasn’t long be-
fore he started a restaurant of
his own and later branched
into selling real estate. This
was the catalyst for Joe to be-
come a first-time landlord.
Today, Joe oversees more than
300 rental units in Truro and
Colchester Area. During his
time in Truro, Joe has also as-
sisted in launching five restau-
rants on Prince Street, which
has given him great pleasure
to see them grow and flourish.

Joe said he had always
wanted to own a church, so
when he heard the former St.
James United Church in Great
Village was on the market, he
jumped at the chance to con-
vert it into a new business in
the rural village. The Wayside
Café opened in the lower-level
last year, and he recently
launched the Great Village Arts
and Entertainment Centre on
the upper level. Through his
efforts, 12 new jobs have been
created. Joe recognizes the im-
portance of its location near
the beginning of the recently
designated UNESCO World
Heritage Site and is looking
forward to resurgence of
growth in the community for
years to come. 

Earlier this year, Joe demon-
strated his commitment to
continue to invest in the com-
munity with the approval of a
significate residential and
commercial project on Prince
Street that will see 89 new
units constructed. 

With more than 10 per
cent of his residential clients
in low-income situations, he
felt compelled to help the
Colchester Food Bank when it
was forced to relocate due to
safety concerns. Joe donated
the land to current food bank,
located on Prince Street and
built a new, modern, energy ef-
ficient building that the food-
bank purchased at cost.

One of the activities Joe is
most proud of is his participa-
tion in the Guatemala Stove
Project, launched in Truro
about 10 years ago by a group
of five business people. This
Truro-born initiative has
helped more than 1,000 peo-
ple, and while COVID-19
halted travel to Guatemala to
build the stoves on site, they
were still be constructed here
and shipped there for use by
families in need. 

The group plans to resume
its work in Guatemala in
March 2023 and invite others
to join them. 

Tonight, the Truro & Colch-
ester Chamber of Commerce
is pleased to recognize Joe
Pinto with the BDC Business
Person of the Year Award. 

Continued from page 12

Business Person of the Year 

The Community Credit
Union Business Excellence
Award recognizes a business
that has exhibited visionary
leadership; achieving growth
by introducing new products
or ideas, expansion or expor-
tation of goods or services
and valuing employees and
safety in the workplace. 

The business is actively in-
volved in the community
through fundraising and part-
nerships in supporting organ-
izations or individuals working
to better the community. It es-
tablishes partnerships and
supports the local business
community with leadership
while actively looking to the
future, focused on long-term
results and job creation. 

Georg Oberprieler, CEO, Community Credit Union presents the
Truro & Colchester Chamber of Commerce 2022 Business of the
Year Award to Mastadon Ridge. Accepting the award on behalf of

the company was Bill Hay, proprietor. (Contributed)

Great Village Legion Awards Grade 1/2 Winners in the P-3 Coloured Poster Contest Wesley Langille
and Sophia Millen are presented their Certificates by Logan Spencer representing Great Village

Branch Royal Canadian Legion (Contributed)
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