
(Two photos supplied by 
Mr. Harpell, to accompany this
article, are printed on page 2 of
this issue) 

Dear Editor:
Reading the pieces by Tom

Taggart in the April issue of
SHORELINE, I found myself
frustrated by how he conve-
niently uses oversight to ig-
nore some very obvious
problems with his stand
against the Biodiversity Act. 

First, he rails against the
“city folks” behind the govern-
ment’s push to implement the
act. 

Yes, of course. That explains
all those folks who were part
of the blockades in Digby. 

It explains why there are so
many members from every
section of the province in The
Healthy Forest Coalition. It ex-
plains why there were so
many people who, at numer-
ous sites across NS came to
support Jacob Fillmore during
his hunger strike. It explains
why a dozen or more of my
friends and neighbours are in
agreement with the act. (We
live in the Brookfield, Clifton,
Tatamagouche areas.) That is
why woodlot owners who

earn a good living from their
woodlots have spoken out in
favour of the act. 

That has to be it! We are all
part of a city-special-interest
group plot to enact a nefarious
piece of legislation to rule the
province with an iron fist.

He states, “They often use
dramatic photos to inflame
rhetoric to advance their
view”. He conveniently ig-
nores the point that the dra-
matic photos are of the results
of the practices of a small
number in the industry which
shows a total disregard for the
forest wildlife, plants, and soil
in rural areas of the province
rather than the “city” environ-
ments, 

Nor does he indicate that
the act was necessitated be-
cause of the actions of indus-
try on Crown (the people’s)
land.

The full-page ad in the
Chronicle Herald, paid for by a
non-existent (fake) entity,
showed just how far the forest
industry would go to control
the regulations that manage
their operations. Their “We are
the kings. You are the serfs. You
do as we tell you.” attitude was
evident. The ad was telling

people to rise up and oppose
Bill 4. Sadly, some bought into
this fake, self-serving scenario.

Also, the ad was an attempt
by an industry sensing an up-
rising by the people of the
province to force major
changes in the practices used
to “manage”, with devastating
results, our Crown lands. 

The Lahey Report, reports
from their own Natural Re-
sources staff, two Auditor Gen-
eral Reports, and two lawsuits
were putting an unfavourable
spotlight upon the industry
which has, for decades, ruled
the roost and dictated to the
government departments how
the industry was to be run. The
tail wagged the dog.

Forest Nova Scotia saw the
writing on the wall and didn’t
like what they read there. So
they created a fake group and
produced an ad full of false
claims and fear mongering
“statistics” in an attempt to di-
vide the support of the citi-
zens of Nova Scotia; the city
folks and the rural folks 

The thousand of Woodlot
owners who support the bill
know that they were not the
ones creating the problem the
act was meant to rectify. It was
those companies who left the
areas harvested looking like
moonscapes.  These were the

“dramatic” photos pointed out
by Mr. Taggart. 

Those supporting the bill
are not anti-forestry. We are, in-
stead, advocates for a sustain-
able future in the industry that
is not all about plantations. 

When do you, Mr. Taggart,
feel we should stop the deci-
mation of the animals and the
destruction of our fragile
land?  Once they are gone? 

Jim Harpell,
Shortt’s Lake, 

Colchester County

Where’s the
common sense?

(This column was written on April 17th. Since then the number
of CoVid-19 cases have surged to new highs, bringing the
centre part of the province to a standstill, and borders will re-
main closed for another month. This will definitely impact my
prediction of a June 15th election. It is more reasonable to as-
sume we might go to the polls later in August. To avoid a sum-
mer campaign an election date of September 21 is more
probable suggesting the writ could be dropped August 20th.)

What I am going to write is primarily based on data
from the United States, but the essence of the message,
“Where is the common sense” is not foreign to Canada.

USA banned administrating additional doses of the
J&J vaccine because six people out of 7-million admin-
istered vaccines suffered a blood clot reaction. This
meant 6,999,994 people received the benefit of the vac-
cine.

Meanwhile eight people, plus the shooter were killed
in a mass shooting at a FedEx plant in Indianapolis, Indi-
ana, which was the 45th mass shooting incident in the
United States within 30 days an average of 1.5 incidents
per day. In USA a mass Murder is one where at least four
people, not including the shooter, were killed or injured.

Legislation has passed through the US House of Con-
gress yet 100 senators have failed to act. Current presi-
dent, Joe Biden was a senator almost two decades ago.

My question is: “Where is the common sense”? In the
free world – primarily Canada and USA politics has be-
come so polarized common sense is not-existent. USA
leads the way, but unfortunately Canada is not far behind.

Here’s a Canadian example. Climate change is of con-
cern and we wish government would do more, but at the
same time we resist paying the freight to make it happen.

Conservative leader, Erin O’Toole, understands the
dangers behind climate change. During the AGM he
pleaded with the executive and delegates to recognize
Climate Change. To his dismay and many Canadians, the
next day the executive and registered attendees refused to
include “climate change” as a recognizable problem and
voted not to include it as part of the party platform. I
won’t say what I would have done if “I was Erin O’Toole”,
but you can guess.

The Liberals are not “lily white”. Far from it, they have
amassed a long list of things lacking common sense.
Close to the top is a lack of immediate action to eliminate
sexual discrimination and sexual abuse by cleaning up
the military brass. Canadians revere our military, but
when sexual abuse or discrimination of any kind is para-
mount we become irate, and demand immediate action.
Culprits should be punished not over time, but RIGHT
NOW!

As normal taxpayers, we have a role to play. When
something is wrong we should be raising HELL, demand-
ing immediate action. Our problem is we are too “laid
back”. We want things to change, but are fearful to take
action, because we might be “singled out”.

Nothing will change, to our complete satisfaction, un-
less we “raise hell and demand action”.

Here’s a local example of how to achieve change. In
Nova Scotia the Bio-diversity Act was re-introduced.
Within 10 days about 4,000 private woodlot owners and
the industry formed a coalition demanding action.
Backed by a strong advertising campaign, their demands
gained traction. Sources indicate former Premier McNeil,
Karen Casey, MLA and former MP, Bill Casey reached out
and snapped Premier Iain Rankin’s suspenders, which
added to the forming revolt in the party caucus. Immedi-
ately, many parts of the Act were changed. It passed a
week later after three hours debate. This demonstrates
change happens if we organize and apply pressure when
we are adamant. 

CoVid-19 surges have changed the probability of an
early Federal Election. To get ahead of the Feds, I predict
we will be going to the polls on June 15th or 22nd. In
Nova Scotia the writ is normally 34-36 days. If Rankin is
to pull the plug, he will have to do it by May 4th or 11th
for an election on June 15th or 22nd, (35 days).

That’s my pick, but I can be totally off base.
Maurice 
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Here’s where
to find us:

We are interested in placing the
Shoreline Journal in additional

locations. If you have a suggestion, or
wish to have the Shoreline available

from your store, please contact:
Maurice Rees, Publisher, 
902-647-2968, or E-MAIL:

maurice@theshorelinejournal.com

BASS RIVER:
Bayside Pharmacy
Dominion Chair Factory Store

BIBLE HILL: 
C.W. Fraser Pharmacy
MacQuarries Pharmacy
Kennedy’s Deli – Ryland Ave

DEBERT: 
Debert Mini-Mart

FIVE ISLANDS: 
Masstown Market Five Islands

GLENHOLME: 
Double “C” Truckstop

GREAT VILLAGE: 
Wilson’s Gas

MAITLAND: 
Frieze & Roy General Store

MASSTOWN: 
Masstown Market
MTM Retail Gas (Petro-Can)

MILLBROOK: 
Super 8 Motel
Hampton Inn & Suites

NORTH RIVER: 
Grant’s Grocery

PARRSBORO: 
CrossRoads Co-op
Ken’s Grocery
Wright’s Pharmasave

TRURO: 
Atlantic Superstore
Best Western Glengarry
Holiday Inn
MacQuarrie’s Pharmasave

(Esplanade)
Rath Eastlink Comm Centre
Colchester East Hants Health

Centre – Coffee Shop
NEWSPAPERS IN
EDUCATION:

Each classroom at the following
schools will receive a copy of the
Shoreline Journal: 
Bass River Consolidated; 
Great Village Elementary;  Debert
Elementary;  Chiganois Elementary;
Central Colchester Junior High
School;  Parrsboro Elementary and
Parrsboro Regional High School.

Letters to the editor
This is an open forum for your opinions and comments.
MAIL TO: The Shoreline Journal, P.O. Box 41, Bass River, NS, B0M 1B0 
(902) 647-2968; Fax: 902-647-2194  Email: maurice@theshorelinejournal.com

Frustrated by Oversight

The following five community grant re-
quested were not approved at the recent meet-
ing Additions and Deletions budget meeting.

Truro Homeless Outreach Society - $35,000.
Boutilier – motion to deny. Planning to sell build-
ing and relocate. Parker – not right place for it.
Want to support, but one year too early. Come
back next year and let us know where they are.
Taggart, must engage these people. Do not want
to give this amount but want to support. Blair –
request for wages for person. We can not sup-
port wages. Denied

NS Adopt Highway Program, $2,500. Colch-
ester Historical Society -  Already receive
$10,000, requested additional $15,000. Blair –
last two years gave an additional $5,000.  Re-
quest denied.

Nova Scotia Legacy Society -  $10,000. Blair:
really believes in society. Purpose is to hire con-
sultant. Policy can not support wages. Blair, John-
son, Taggart (support but not too deep), Benoit,
but not to $10,000. Stewart – want to support,
but not for operational activities. Motion de-
feated. Only Taggart and Benoit supported.

Colchester Society for Athletic Excellence –

Request for $25,000. For LED Lights already in-
stalled. Boutilier - Over 50% from around the
county. Cooper would not support building on
the flood plane. Taggart – ballfield in Great Vil-
lage, which players from Truro. Apply to Truro for
application and give this group the proceeds,
also tennis court in Debert. Request denied. 

Community Grants Requests Not Approved

Government is amending the Municipal Gov-
ernment Act and the Halifax Regional Municipal-
ity Charter to modernize local government
operations.The change will allow municipalities
and villages to hold virtual council meetings. The
amendment also increases accessibility for citi-
zens to publicly participate and view council

meetings.
Municipalities and villages have been allowed

to meet virtually during the COVID-19 pandemic
under the provincial state of emergency. The
amendment supports councils holding virtual
meetings once the state of emergency is re-
moved.

Legislation Modernizes Municipal Operations 
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