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By Oralee O’Byrne

Lumber was as important
to the Parrsboro area, as gold
in the 1800’s. It was the lum-
ber that started the shipbuild-
ing industry here. In the early
1800’s England was running
out of trees to supply building
lumber but Nova Scotia had
lots. So the Englishmen sent
people here to cut trees, build
boats and bring the wood
back to England. Soon other
places started to buy lumber
from Nova Scotia so more
ships were built and more
trees cut and more people
moved into the area to work
and build houses and stores.
That is what brought many of
your families here years ago.

It cost a lot to build ships
and hire sailors to transport
the lumber so lumbermen de-
cided to try building log rafts
and towing them down to
places like New York and
Boston.

One of the first log rafts
built in this area was built by a
man from New Brunswick
named Mr Robinson in 1888
in Joggins. It was 700 ft long,
30 feet tall on the end and 80
feet tall in the center and
weighed 15,000 pounds. The
first time they tried to launch
it, it rolled and dug into the
mud and they had to rebuild it.
Finally it was launched but the
hawser which attached it to
the tug snapped and the raft
burst into pieces.Another raft
was built a bit smaller and
towed to New York in 10 days.

Eldekn Raft of Cumbeland

In 1908 a big raft was built
in Port Greville by a man
named Mr.Elderkin. It had
7,000 logs on it and was sent
to New York. Some people say
the raft was towed all the way
but others say it floated on its
own in the currants. Either
way it had a crew of 7 men
who rode on it and made it to
New York where the lumber
was used to build the wharfs
in New York city.

These rafts meant a lot of
lumber could be sent away for
a much cheaper price and the
men could make more money.
A part of one of the chains
from this big raft is at our mu-
seum in Port Greville. It was
bought by Mr. Wagstaff who
owned a big shipyard in Port
Greville and he used the chain
as a brake when launching
smaller ships because it is so
big and heavy. The big rafts
made moving lumber less ex-
pensive and became quite
common in many areas be-
cause it was so much cheaper.
Now a lot of lumber is moved
by logging trucks like we see
around here. On the pacific
coast, in places like Washing-
ton state and parts of British
Columbia. lumber rafts are still
occasionally used to ship lum-
ber along the coast.

This article written by Oralee
0’Byrne-Executive Director, Age
of Sail Heritage Centre and Mu-

seum, Port Greville was pub-

lished in the Cumberland Forestry
Advisory Committee, April 2021
Newsletter.

e Tire changing service

o Used Auto Parts

e Compact tractor service

e Boosting & unlocking service
® Buyer of cars, trucks & metals

e Unwanted appliance removal
e Yard clean ups and disposal

e Light and medium duty towing

Yorke’s Garage and Auto Salvage
590 Two Islands Rd, Parrsboro, NS BOM 150
To sell please call 902-397-0941.

All other inquiries call

902-254-32917

E-MAIL: yorkesgarageandautosalvage@gmail.com

M Gallery

121 Main St. Parrsboro, NS

2021 Course Calendar
Lecww Fromv the Best

MONIKA WRIGHT

Creating Powerful Abstracts
June z25-26-27

Sold Qut

JANET DOBLE
Ffrploring Clay in the Natural World
uly 3-4

TOM FORRESTALL
mn

meu)g Sold Out
July 1618

Sold Out

JOY LAKING

Watercolour Painting
August 7

MARC GRANDBOIS
The Colours, Rhythm and Spirit of the Bay of Fundy
August 13-14=15-16

JENNIFER MARLOW
Carving Large - The Water Column Project
August 20 -24

LYNN ROTIN
Demystifying Encaustic
August 28-29

WILLIAM ROGERS
Figure Painting From Life
September 10-11-12

WILLIAM ROGERS
Painting The Colours of The Bay of Fundy
September 17-18-19

PAT REID

The Art of English Willow Basketry
September 14-25-26

WAYNE BOUCHER
Painting From The Inside Out
October 1-2-3-4

JiMm MORROW

Mask Making - Sculpting the Soul
October 15-16-17

ToOM POIRIER - BETH POIRIER

Introduction to Loom Weaving
October 23-24

For more information on each course please go to
hetps:/ fwww. parrsborocreative.com/cultural-campus/course-calendar

To Register - please contact
info@artlabstudios.ca

Gallery

121 Main St. Parrsboro, NS
|

JANET DOBLE
JULY 3 ~4

CLAY IN THE NATURAL WORLD

Join Janet to find the perfect deposit of Bay of Fundy clay in
the wild. Then return to the studio where you will turn your
clay into a functional or decorative piece and prepare it for
the kiln.

LEARN FROM THE BEST
Want to register?
info@artlabstudios.ca or 902-254-2972

Register now and avoid disappointment
More info on Parrsbhoro’s Cultural Campus -
www.parrsborocreative.com

A PART g"THE NOVA SCOTIA MUSEUM

Open Wednesday to Monday 10:00am to 5:00pm
Beach Tours Thursday through Sunday

fundygeological.novascotia.ca
Toll Free: 1-866-856-DINO

.I-Iome

hardware

building centre

HeatPumpsSetYouFree.ca

Mitsubishi Mini-Splits
Starting as low as

$39.99

O.A.C.per Month

Contact Mike today to set up your

in-house consultation.

902-667-3306
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