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gardens &
outdoor

living

Cavanaugh & Son
Excavating LTD We Are

Ready For Spring!
Have a Project?

Call today for
a free estimate.

333 Laybolt Road Ext.
Exit off West North River Rd.

902-890-6430 • 902-895-9787 • 902-890-6451

Drop in and get what you need for your projects:
• Soil & Gravel • Trucking • Mulch • Fill

• Topsoil • Compost • Small & Large Loads

SEEDS
VEGETABLES
& FLOWERS
See Floral Section

GARDEN CENTRE • OPENS MAY 4TH

FUNDY TRAIL CENTRE • 68 ROBIE STREET • 902-893-9388

OPENING SPECIAL - FOR GARDEN CENTRE STARTS MAY 4TH

SPRING 
BULBS
HAVE ARRIVED

See in our Floral Section

BUY ONE • GET ONE

50% OFF
Greenhouse Gold

Top Soil 25 litre, Sheep Manure 15 kg,
Black Earth 25 litre and more!

www.novatree.ca •  902-662-3129
Our new civic address: 2715 Hwy #4, Glenholme NS B0M 1G0

DIRECTIONS: Off the Trans-Canada Highway 104, take exit 11. At the top of the
ramp, turn left and drive 2.5 kms and we are on the right. 

Look for the big Nova Tree sign!

We are “wood product specialists”. 
Our products include: custom lumber 

(both rough and dressed), 
landscaping mulch, tree stakes, 

tamarack decking, siding in hemlock, 
spruce & pine, post & rail fencing, 

horse jump standards & rails, 
sawdust & shavings.

Hours: Mon-Fri 8-8, Saturday 9-5  and  Sundays 12-5

902-893-3186

COME SEE OUR

50 Juniper St.
TRURO

Buy One Wine Kit 
and 

Get The Second Kit
HALF PRICE!

(if brewed on site)

• Wine Kits and Supplies
• Wine/Cider Brewing on site
• Beer Making Equipment
• Hydroponics
• Equipment, Nutrients & Soils
• Indoor & Outdoor Gardening Supplies
• 16 Years Experience

24 Havelock Street, Truro
Website: Grow&Brew@eastlink.ca

902-897-GROW (4769)

902-895-1119
Questions?  Visit us at: www.macintoshlandscaping.com

• HydroSeeding • Natural Stone
• Pavers • Stone Walls • Over Seeding
• Quality Experienced Workmanship 

YARD CLEAN-UP
HydroSeeding - Free Estimates
Complete Landscaping Services

Outdoor parties have a flair all their own. Entertaining out-
side means being able to enjoy the fresh air, sun and extra
space that the great outdoors allows. 

Entertaining outdoors may include intimate barbecues
with friends or weddings with hundreds of guests. While
parks, yards, and gardens can make beautiful backdrops for
parties, hosts still need to emphasize preparation when
throwing an outdoor party.

Select and Prepare the Space
Many homeowners host parties for friends and family in

their backyards. Whereas other spaces, including parks, re-
quire the transport of food and other supplies, backyards offer
the ultimate in convenience, allowing homeowners to cook
foods in their kitchens and then carry items directly to the
backyard.

Backyards are not always set up or equipped for events,
and preparation will be required to turn the yard into a party-
worthy area. Plan a day for cleanup. Remove toys, tools and
debris. Be sure the grass is mowed and clippings are removed.
Address any tripping hazards and make sure there is an easy
path in and out of the party, as well as to the restrooms. Take
inventory of tables and seating options and rent or buy extra
seating if necessary.

Provide shade and shelter
Every party host hopes for good weather when entertain-

ing outside, but it is best to have a contingency plan in place
just in case Mother Nature does not cooperate. Awnings and
patio umbrellas can only do so much, and it may be necessary
to install pop-up tents or stationary gazebos to protect guests
from the elements. Think about renting tents from party sup-
ply companies, which usually will erect the tents and take
them down after use.

Even if the weather will be pleasant, have spots where
guests can escape the sun. It can be uncomfortable and dan-
gerous to sit in the sun for long periods of time.

Keep Food Temperatures Consistent
If you plan to offer buffet-style cuisine, arrange for serving

dishes that will keep foods hot or cold as needed. The U.S.
Food and Drug Administration’s Center for Food Safety and
Applied Nutrition advises that it is important to keep foods
safe when entertaining outside. Cold foods should be kept in
coolers or served on beds of ice. Use hot chafing dishes to
keep hot foods at a serving temperature at or above 140 F. Re-
frigerate or refreeze foods within two hours or after one hour
if it is above 90 F outside.

Plan for Insects
Entertaining outdoors means sharing the space with in-

sects and animals. Ants can be a nuisance, but wasps and bees
can be harmful, particularly if a person is allergic. Use repel-
lent candles around the entertaining space to keep bugs away.
Make canisters of insect repellent available to guests. 

Home improvement centers sell bug traps to keep bees
and other insects away from foods and people by using sweet
lures. Netting on tents or a screened-in area also can keep
guests comfortable.

Partying outdoors can be convenient and fun. But hosts
still must take steps to ensure their guests have a safe and en-
joyable time.

Considerations for 
Outdoor Entertaining

Deadline for the 
June issue is

May 22
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