Thomas Mawdsley Memorabilia Returned to Family

Several members from the
Mawdsley family in River
Hebert represented Canada in
World War I and World War 1L
Clair Peers, Clair’s Classic
Antiques, Great Village discov-
ered an assortment of Tom Mawdsley’s descendents. .
Mawdsley’s World War I memo- My Great-Grandfather
rabilia and following social Thomas Mawdsley enlisted in
media postings donated the the 2nd Canadian Pioneer
items back to the family, who Battalion on October 25th
were unaware the items existed. 1915 (he would've been 43).

The following is a brief =~ I'm not sure what his rank
description of the Mawdsley was at the end of the war

family history, supplied by
great-granddaughter,
Stephanie, when she corre-
sponded with Peers in
response to his social media
message searching for Tom

The room was full of smiles at Babbling Brook Antiques, Truro
when Clair Peers donated Tom Mawdsley World War I items to
family descendents. Shown above are: (L-R): Clair Peers, Clair’s
Classic Antiques, Great Village; Stephanie, great grand-daughter;
Gramma, “Eleanor”, Tom Mawdsley’s, daughter-in-law and
Stephanie’s father, Stephen. (Submitted)

Shown above is an assortment of Tom Mawdsley’s World War I
memorabilia, he discovered in a lot purchased in River Hebert.
(Peers Photo)

It was a very emotional time for Gramma “Eleanor” to be able to
hold a photo of her father-in-law, Tom Mawdsley, taken during
World War I. Clair Peers, discovered the items in a lot he purchased
in River Hebert, and donated the items back to the Mawdsley family,
who were unaware the items existed. (Peers Photo)

an
¥
Larry

Harrison, MLA

Colchester-Musquodoboit Valley

Constituency Office:

87 Main Street West

gMasjtodon Ridge)
tewiacke

Ph: 902-639-1010
Fx: 902-639-2598
Email: larryharrisonmla @ gmail.com

(judging by the photo of him
with Great Grandma I'm
guessing he was either
Sergeant  or  Company
Sergeant Major) but he was a
Corporal in 1917 and was
awarded the Military Medal.

He married Great Grandma
Beatrice (his second wife) in
October 1919 in River Hebert
so he would've been back
from England by then. His sec-
ond son Joseph enlisted in the
Canadian Overseas
Expeditionary Force less than
a month after him on Nov. 9th
1915.

Great Grandpa Thomas
had eight children with his
first wife Elizabeth (she
passed away  sometime
between 1911 and 1915) and
then five with Great Grandma.
My grandfather, Cyril was the
third of the five children and
signed up in River Hebert on
June 9th 1941 as a Gunner
with the 87th Field Battery
R.CA.

(He may have lied about
his age- his army records have
that he was born in 1922 and
his headstone 1923).When he
was discharged on January
18th 1946 he had the rank of
Lance Bombardier.

Great Uncle Dan (the old-
est of the five) apparently
signed up but had to come
back to look after things on
the farm at home since Great
Grandpa (Tom Mawdsley)
passed away in 1940. James
(Jimmy) Great Grandpa’s fifth
child from his first wife also
signed up during WW2 with
the North Nova Scotia
Highlanders.

By Maurice Rees

Antique  dealer, Clair
Peers always says, when you
get a call about some house-
hold items or artifacts “you
never know what that call
may unveil”. A call to River
Herbert last February
seemed like there wouldn’t
be a lot of interesting items
but there was mention of a
photo and pay book from a
WW 1 soldier, said Peers.

The local antique dealer
uncovered important World
War One ephemera docu-
ments including hat, pay
book, citation and photos all
in the name of Tom
Mawdsley. Within a week of
posting photos and data on
social media, he received a
few responses, then one
that really brought on some
serious discussion.

On February 27th, now
communicating with Peers
was Stephanie Mawdsley. In
her original communication,
she identified herself as
“Great Grand-Daughter of
the soldier (Tom Mawdsley)
in the pictures and who the
documents and pay book
belonged to.The family was
unaware the World War I
items existed. I am hoping
to keep them in the family if
possible and was wondering
how much you are selling
them for”?

More correspondence
and telephone calls resulted
in a meeting at Babbling
Brook Antiques in Truro.
Meeting with Peers in Truro
were Stephanie Mawdsley,
great-granddaughter, her
dad, Stephen and Mom,

Call
Clair Peers

(902) 897-5951
or 895-0788

Clair’s Classics
Antiques

Estate Appraisals, Liquidations.

Open weekends or by appointment.
We buy anything old, Complete
House Lots, Estate Appraisals

EMAIL c.peers@ns.sympatico.ca
http://web.mac.com/clairpeers/
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Local Antique Dealer Uncovers WWI Documents

Cheryl and  Gramma,
“Eleanor”, who was married
to Cyril the third child in
Tom’s second marriage is
daughter-inlaw  of Tom
Mawdsley.

With Peers’ social media
posting still circulating, he
received an offer to pur-
chase the items, but the
antique dealer turned it
down, because he had
already decided to donate
the items to the family.“Even
though I am an antique deal-
er and enjoy finding
wartime memorabilia, I have
always believed historical

pieces of this nature should
go back to the family if they
descendents can be found”,
Peers said.

He added, “It was pretty
gratifying to see how excit-
ed this family, especially
Stephanie, a History teacher,
was to get these pieces of
family history that they did-
n’'t even realized were in
existence. Now everyone is
happy, the family have items,
they did not know existed,
and I am happy I was able to
help return items to their
rightful home”.
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5692, Hwy 2 - Bass River NS - BOM 1B0

Sunday Worship Service
Bible Study — Mondays

Gospel Coffee House
4th Saturday every month... 7 p.m.

Lic. Larry Tirrell - Pastor
Church: 902-647-2567 Home: 902-843-5941

MILLEN FARMS LTD.

Strawberry Pickers
for

Late June to September

For information please contact

Ann or Curtis Millen

MILLEN FARMS LTD.
LITTLE DYKE, GLENHOLME

at 662-3820
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“Express Lane is more than just an oil change”
e 30 minute oil change ¢

¢ Nlo Hassle on all makes and models

e Factory trained technicians ¢ No appointments e

e No waiting ® Extended hours
Everyone tries to do this on their own, but no one succeeds.
The Answer to us is Mopar Express

HOURS: MON-FRI 8-6
SAT 8:30-1, SUN CLOSED

BLAIKIES DODGE CHRYSLER JEEP LTD.

28 Waddell Street, Truro, NS B2N 5C5

CHRYSLER
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902-893-4381 www.blaikies.com
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