
Spread the news
of your Community

By Linda Harrington 
Eric Jennings was awarded

the Truro & Colchester
Chamber of Commerce-BDC
Lifetime Achievement Award
on April 4th, presented at the
Chamber’s Annual Spring
Banquet, held at the Best
Western Glengarry.

The Chamber’s new
Executive Director, Alan
Johnson introduced Eric as
someone he knew since he
was a young boy. “He was the

man who sold fresh fruit on
the corner in Masstown,” said
Johnson. “Back in 1969, this
poor country farmer was
looking for a place to sell pro-
duce and eggs and he decided
to open a fruit and vegetable
stand of just over 1,000 sq.
feet. The Masstown Market is
now over 30,000 sq. ft and
employs over 120 employees,
with help from Eric’s sons
Laurie and Wade.” 

Alan Johnson said Eric’s

idea of “selling quality prod-
ucts, for fair market price,
with the best customer serv-
ice” has obviously worked
well, noting the large number
of bus tours making the
Masstown Market a destina-
tion.

Chamber President
Michael Michaud referred to
Eric as a “man who had a
dream and turned it into one
of the best brands in Nova
Scotia”, saying it is an incredi-
ble story. He attributed this
success to the Eric’s ability to
make customers “not feel like
a number and make them feel
like part of the family.”

Eric Jennings was very
humbled to receive this
award. Not a man to garner
public attention, he spoke
nervously before the crowd
of local business people with
many of his family, friends and
Masstown Market employees
looking on.

Eric says he actually start-
ed the business out of neces-
sity, to sell his own produce,
and figures many people
probably thought he was
crazy to pick a location in the

community where there were
no other businesses located.

By the 4th year, the “Fruit
Stand” (as it used to be called),
was open year round and a
second expansion was in the
works. Eric finds it hard to
count all the expansions over
the years but knows it is
somewhere between 17 and
20. “We were always looking
for ways to give our cus-
tomers more variety and bet-
ter service, so it seems every 2
or 3 years we were doing
some sort of expansion.”

He says he has always tried
to buy local whenever possi-
ble and support local commu-
nity organizations, “If you
want the community to sup-
port you, you have to support
the community.”

Making customers feel
appreciated is another focus
Eric has tried hard to main-
tain, referring to the some-
thing as simple as giving a
free apple to his customers.
“The more you can make your
customers feel they are appre-
ciated, the more they are apt
to come back and visit you
again,” he says.

Eric thanked his family,
especially his wife Priscilla,
saying, “This achievement
would not have been possible
without a whole lot of help.”
He also was very appreciative
to the Market staff, some of
whom have been working
there for over 25 years. 

In the early years there
was only one other full time
employee and 2 school kids
working at the Masstown
Market, today there are over
120 employees, with another
30 hired for the summer
months.

From Eric’s original fruit
and vegetable stand, the
Market has grown to offer a
complete shopping experi-
ence for customers. 

Sons Laurie and Wade have
become more involved in the
business, but you will still find
Eric slinging bags of potatoes,
bagging apples and always
greeting customers with a
genuine, “How are you
doing?”

Congratulations, Eric, a
well-deserved award!
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Eric Jennings started a fruit and vegetable stand back in 1969, as a
place to sell his own produce. This original building was just over
1000 sq. feet. Today the Masstown Market is over 30,000 sq. feet
and employs over 120 people.

Chamber President Michael Michaud presents Eric Jennings with
the Truro & Colchester Chamber of Commerce-BDC Lifetime
Achievement Award.

Eric and Priscilla Jennings (center) are joined by members of
their family following the award presentation. 

Alan Johnson, executive director for the Truro & Colchester
Chamber of Commerce and Priscilla Jennings enjoy a laugh as
Eric Jennings talks about early beginings of the “Fruit Stand”, now
known as the Masstown Market.

Eric Jennings receives Lifetime Achievement Award

Today the Masstown Market has grown to include a Lighthouse with Fresh Seafood Market and
Interpretive Center, the Catch of the Bay Fish & Chip Boat, Bakery, Garden Center, Gift Shop, NSLC
Outlet, Grocery Dept, Fresh Produce, Deli, Restaurant and a Corn Maze. 

Joan Ewart passes a plate of sandwiches to Anne Jackson and
Mary Barley at the Masstown United Church Tea. Joan’s Easter
Bonnet was over 70 years old and she took home the prize for the
“Oldest Bonnet”. (Harrington Photo)

Ladies arrived in decorated Easter bonnets for the Masstown
United Church Tea on March 28th. Left to right: Beverly Gibbons,
Rhoda Bond, Shirley Myers, Irene Gratto, Elva Geldart and Fran
Forman. Fran won the prize for the “Most Original Bonnet”.
(Harrington Photo)

Looking very Spring-like in their Easter Bonnets were (l to r)
Marina Fisher, Majorey Clarke, Heather Bond, Geraldine Day,
Rosemary Baas and Alma Vaughn. Marina won the “Prettiest
Bonnet” prize at the Masstown United Church Tea. (Harrington
Photo)
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