Hans Christian Jost to Receive Honourary Degree

An honorary degree to
alumnus Hans Christian Jost
will be awarded by The
Faculty of Agriculture on
Dalhousie’s Agricultural
Campus, Bible Hill. In total
Dalhousie University will con-
fer honorary degrees to nine
distinguished individuals at
Convocation ceremonies to be
held beginning May 3-30th.

In a press release, the
Faculty of Agriculture stated,
Hans Christian Jost’s unparal-
leled contribution to the wine
industry of Nova Scotia makes him a deserving recipient of this

ic activities on this campus.

prestigious honour. His leadership and enthusiasm for the region
have created a marketplace where there was none and have
inspired one of the fastest-growing industries in the province.
His untiring dedication to improving the rural and provincial
industry and economy sets an example for other Nova Scotia
business owners. His business, Jost Vineyards, has received over
300 international awards and medals for its products since
1988. Mr. Jost is also a long-time and avid support of the academ-

Jost became manager and winemaker for Jost Vineyards in
1988. He and his wife, Karen, went on to establish Gaspereau
Vineyards and opened its accompanying winery in 2004.A found-
ing member of the Grape Growers Association of Nova Scotia and
the Winery Association of Nova Scotia, Mr. Jost has shared his gifts
with the Tourism Industry Association of Nova Scotia and the
National Wine Standards Committee.

Durant’s Bottle Exchange Rebuilding

By Lawrence R. Nicoll

On February 15th when
the Parrsboro Fire
Department  arrived  at
Durant’s Bottle Exchange, just
outside Parrsboro, the fire had
progressed too far. The only
thing to do was to fight from
the outside and protect the
two dwellings on either side.
Port Greville (FPW) and
Southampton fire were called
to assist and through the dili-
gence of all only the bottle
exchange, contents and a
loaded trailer beside the
building were lost.

More than 20 fire fighters
and 5 trucks were required to

With the help of the community who held a fundraiser and now
the help of volunteers, Durant’s Bottle Exchange is now in the
process of being rebuilt. (Lawrence R. Nicoll Photo)

bring the fire to a conclusion.
Parrsboro was the last truck,
but returned at 1:45 am to
deal with the hotspots and
put a final touch to the prob-
lem.

Not willing to quit, they
immediately re-opened in
temporary quarters only feet
away. The family have decided
to rebuild and the came to the
rescue  and  supported
Durant’s with a silent auction
and drive helping to raise
seed money. And now from
the ashes the building (with
the help of more volunteers)
is rising. Area residents are
pleased to see a business, as
important as this is, to do
what is necessary to come
back.
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Charlie Parker Responds

Continued from page 1

Minister Parker feels confi-
dent in the combination of
aerial detection, plus the four-
teen remaining towers and
noted this has been proven to
work well in other Provinces
such as New Brunswick,
Quebec and Manitoba. “It is a
good system and it is actually
cost-saving to the Provinces.”

In response to a question
about why all the fire towers
were removed from
Cumberland and Colchester
Counties, despite the pres-
ence of large wilderness areas,
the Minister replied,“They are
fairly close to the aircraft serv-
ice out of the Annapolis Valley,
across the Minas Channel, and
there is fairly quick response
time there to fly into those
counties.” He also noted there
is a fire tower in Governot’s
Lake, just South-West of Truro,
which he says would catch
some of that area and he feels
there are significant residents
along the North and South
Shores to report anything
they may see.

The Province currently has
five helicopters available to
fight fires and up until last
year there was a Helitack
crew on stand-by. Members of
this highly trained crew were
dispersed  around  the
Province last vyear. The
Minister says the crews con-

tinue to receive training, and
keep up to date on the latest
methods in fighting fires. He
says they have a good reputa-
tion and have been called out-
side the Province to assist
when necessary.

When asked if there is a
chance some of the fire tow-
ers could be put back in to
operation, Minister Parker
referred to the fact many of
these towers were 40 to 50
years old and they would
have to go through an annual
inspection to make sure they
were safe. He said some of the
towers have actually been
taken down because they
were no longer considered
safe. The fourteen towers in
operation are the only ones
continually maintained.

The Minister was asked if
he felt the new system pro-
vided better coverage than
what was achieved with the
32 fire towers. “We are con-
stantly looking at improving
public safety and fire
response times,” he says and
noted the very good record
for the Province’s fire
response time, saying it is one
of the best in the Country,
“But anything we can do to
improve that we will certainly
work at, and that is why we
believe this multi-detection
approach is an improvement
over what we had previously”

April Showers Bring Maytlowers

Especially in Parrshoro

By Patricia Burke

Properties around the Parrsboro area are starting to show signs of spring with tree starting to bud,
daffodils and tulips are starting to grow. When I am writing this article, snowflakes are in the air.
Warmer weather would be certainly appreciated.

A very dedicated group from the Parrsboro area have been working to form a new organization
in Parrsboro.The name is Parrsboro Creative which is mandated to create a vibrant artist and artisan
community that will spearhead the rejuvenation and repopulation of Parrsboro with established
regional, national and international artists and artisans working in a wide variety of disciplines.

This is a very exciting initiate that will hopefully draw more people to Parrsboro. Go to their website
at www.parrsborocreative.com for all the details. Work is continuing on the old post office and details are
now coming out of when we will be able to go and visit this historic building. Watch for posters.

The month of May will see and increase in activities throughout Parrsboro and area. The first
Thurs of each month, May 2 the Parrsboro United Church will hold their monthly Soup and Chowder
Luncheon from 11:30-1 pm. Each Thurs evening Storytelling will take place at the Anglican Church
hall to support the Ottawa House Museum.

Movie nights will take place at The Hall at 7:30 pm. Showing on 1st is Lincoln, on 15th is Samsara.
A 5th Wed. Illustrated Talk will also be held on the 29th at 7:30 pm.Title TBA. Open Mic will be held
on Fri. May 10 and 24th.The Annual Spring Concert for the Parrsboro Citizens’ Band will take place
on Sun. May 26, 2013 at 2 pm.The Citizens’ Band, Jr. Band, Citizens Choir and Elastic Big Band will
entertain. Cost will be $10 per person and all proceeds will assist the Parrsboro Citizens’ Band.

On Sat. May 1st the Anglican Church in Parrsboro will hold their annual yard sale at their hall. On

Karen Casey
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May 18 the Anglican Church will hold a Take out Salad Supper at their hall. The Annual Town Clean-
up on Sat. May 11, 2013. For details call the Town at 254-2036.
Why not come out and help clean up our town? Communities in Bloom is also in need of volun-

teers to help beautify the town. Call Dawn McCully at 254-2967 for details. We need help to make
our community outstanding for tourists to boast about.The organizing committee for the Festival of
Free Flight will hold their Annual Paragliding festival around Parrsboro on May 17-20. Come out and
see Paragliding at its best.

The Parrsboro Band Association is selling tickets on 25 Ibs Lobster. Tickets are $2 or 3 for $5.
Tickets will be sold at the Co-op periodically as well as at all events at the Hall. Arlene Collins has
once again kindly donated a print “Days Gone By” for the Band Assoc. to sell tickets on.The Print is
on display at The Tee Shirtery in Parrsboro, tickets can be bought there as well as the Collins Studio,
Masstown Five Islands, Tyson’s Fine Minerals (728-2015) and a volunteer will be at the Co-op in
Parrsboro periodically and tickets will be sold at all events at the hall.

I hope everyone has a great month and the weather will improve so I, for one, can get
out and do some gardening.

Take home the latest in
hearing technology for a

free trial!

May is Better Hearing Month and we are offering
great deals on the latest in hearing technology.

We strive to provide you with the ultimate fit,
personalizing your hearing device to suit your
needs and preferences. Come and celebrate the
sounds of life with Maritime Hearing Solutions, and

Bring your out of warranty take control of your hearing health today!

hearing devices and receive
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Don’t miss a sound!
Get your hearing checked today.
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Tatamagouche, ElImsdale & Truro Hearing Solutions nc

Holly King, BC-H.L.S

“Trust my 40 years of first-hand
experience wearing hearing aids
to improve your hearing and
change your life.”
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