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with thoughtful discussion and important questions raised by res-
idents. Nova Scotia Power has indicated they are willing to hold
similar sessions in other communities — Councillor Patton is
working on one in Kemptown, and I plan to host another in De-
bert in the near future. These sessions are a valuable opportunity
to raise concerns directly and receive answers.

One key topic discussed was proactive tree clearing, which re-
mains one of the primary causes of power outages. While progress
has been made, Nova Scotia Power acknowledged that they are
behind in some areas. Residents identified specific locations that
require attention, and those will be looked into.

The Debert Legion Branch 106 has launched a crucial fundrais-
ing campaign to replace its roof, with projected costs exceeding
$100,000. A meeting was held on February 14th to provide up-
dates and gather ideas from those interested in helping. The Legion
is applying for available grants and has announced the return of
its popular Friday night suppers beginning February 27th, with all
proceeds going toward the roof campaign. They have also set up
a GoFundMe page. If you would prefer to donate another way,
please reach out to Beth MacMichael for more information. The
Debert Legion remains a true community asset, hosting celebra-
tions, services, and social events that bring people together

throughout the year. Stay up to date with all the fundraising events
coming up by checking out their facebook page.

On January 21st, I held a town hall meeting with our Director
of Public Works and our Economic Development Officer in atten-
dance. I appreciate having staff present to answer technical ques-
tions directly. A representative also attended to speak about the
proposed Solar Garden feasibility study in Debert, located on
Plains Road between Palaeo Drive and the train tracks. Residents
would have received a pamphlet in the mail prior to the meeting.
While the property is currently zoned residential, much of the land
is very wet. Approximately 22 acres are being considered for the
solar garden, with the remaining land preserved for potential fu-
ture residential development if needed.

In closing, I am always looking for better ways to keep residents
informed about community events, town halls, and municipal en-
gagement sessions beyond social media, as not everyone has ac-
cess to those platforms. I am exploring the possibility of creating
an email list or another communication method to ensure you re-
ceive information if you wish. Please feel free to reach out by email
or phone to be added to my contact list.

As always, my door, phone, and inbox are open. We build strong
communities by staying connected and working together.

Take care and stay safe,
Marie Benoit, District 9 Councillor, mbenoit@colchester.ca
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Tid-Bits Short reads of
important stories.

Minimum Down Payment Reduced
A new program launched on February 3, will make it easier

for Nova Scotians to become homeowners, faster.
Through the First-time Homebuyers Program, the required

down payment is two per cent of the purchase price, which is
less than half the usual minimum down payment. The Province
is partnering with Atlantic Central and credit unions across
Nova Scotia to deliver this pilot program as a way to help Nova
Scotians overcome one of the barriers to buying a home.

To qualify for the program, the borrower must be a resident
of Nova Scotia and also meet the following criteria: Have a
household income of $200,000 or less; pass the Canada Mort-
gage and Housing Corp. stress test to determine the maximum
mortgage they can carry; have a credit score of 630 or higher
and be a Canadian citizen, permanent resident or an immigrant
with a sponsorship letter from the Nova Scotia provincial im-
migration program.

Previous homeowners who have not owned a home in the
last four years may also be eligible.

There is a cap on the price of homes for buyers in the pro-
gram – $570,000 in Halifax Regional Municipality and the Mu-
nicipality of East Hants and $500,000 in the rest of the province.

Nova Scotians interested in obtaining a mortgage through
the First-time Homebuyers Program should contract their local
participating credit union. More information on the program,
including a list of participating credit unions can be found at:
https://novascotia.ca/first-time-home-buyers-program-pilot

The Province is acting as a guarantor for mortgages through
the program. If a buyer defaults and the lender ends up re-
selling the home at a price lower than outstanding mortgage,
the Province will cover 90 per cent of the shortfall.

New Website on Response to Public Inquiry Reports
The government is launching a new website that updates

progress on recommendations  from two public inquiries. The
new site – https://nsgovresponse.ca/ – includes an updated
list of actions in response to the Mass Casualty Commission’s
recommendations and a page focused on the response to the
Desmond Fatality Inquiry. Recommendations can be searched
by key word, theme or date. 

“We’re committed to working across government and with
communities to address the recommendations made in the
Desmond Fatality Inquiry and by the Mass Casualty Commis-
sion,” said Premier Tim Houston. “This website will serve as a
way to provide updates to communities on the government’s
progress on these recommendations.” 

The recommendations from these inquiries are complex
and interconnected. The government’s response focuses on ad-
dressing the causes of violence, breaking down systemic barri-
ers and improving the safety and resilience of communities. 

Listening to, working with and honouring people and com-
munities most affected is key to Nova Scotia’s approach and ac-
tions. The website includes information about how government
and community partners can best work together, as well as rel-
evant resources, including a toolkit on gender-based violence.

The goal is to build partnerships and relationships that fos-
ter inclusive and transparent engagement and collaboration in
a supportive environment where diverse voices are heard.

The website includes a “How to Find Help” section with in-
formation on crisis supports, mental health and addictions
services, and gender-based violence resources. 

NSWWT Completes First 500-Acre Land Acquisition
The Nova Scotia Working Woodlands Trust (NSWWT) has

completed a purchase of 500 acres of ecologically significant
forest in Pleasant River, Queens County, strengthening habitat
connectivity for species at risk while advancing the province’s
largest private woodland carbon offset program. 

Completed December 19, 2025, the acquisition is NSWWT’s
first property purchase, representing nearly 12.5% of the Trust’s
goal to protect 4,000 acres by Spring 2026. The forest is adja-
cent to the Pu’tlaqne’katik Wilderness Area and lands protected
by the Nova Scotia Nature Trust, strengthening an important
conservation corridor surrounding Kejimkujik National Park. 

This acquisition was completed in partnership with the
Mersey Tobeatic Research Institute (MTRI) and made possible
by funding contributions from Parks Canada and the South-
west Nova Biosphere Region, contributing to a broader col-
laborative effort to connect protected areas surrounding
Kejimkujik National Park. The North Queens region provides
critical habitat for several species at risk and supports diverse
forests characteristic of the Wabanaki-Acadian Forest region. 

continued on page 7

While I’m on the subject of veterans: I want to address something
head-on, because I’ve been hearing from veterans across the riding and
I understand the concern. There’s a bit of a bad-faith claim circulating
that the government is cutting $4.3 billion from veterans’ programs. I
get why that number sets off alarm bells. Veterans have earned every
right to be skeptical when they hear about changes to their benefits.
So let me be clear about what’s actually happening. $4.3 billion is a
ridiculously large number. So ridiculous, in fact, that this is clearly a
false claim.

No benefits are being cut. No veteran is losing eligibility for serv-
ices. The suite of programs — disability benefits, health services, sup-
port programs — remains the same. What changed is the
reimbursement rate for medical cannabis: from roughly $8.50 per gram
down to $6.00, which reflects where the legal market actually sits now
that the industry has matured. The $4.3 billion figure is the projected
savings over many years from paying market price instead of above-
market price. It’s an accounting adjustment, not a gutting of programs.

Here’s an analogy: imagine the government had been paying limo-
service prices for taxi cab rides, and then a new passenger jumps in
and points out that you should probably just pay the standard taxi rate
if you’re only using taxi service. So you decide to start paying the reg-
ular taxi rates instead. You’d still get the same ride. You’d still get to
your destination. The government just stopped overpaying, and the dif-
ference is a “savings” — not a “cut”.  That’s what this is. I wanted to lay
that out plainly because veterans deserve straight answers, not spin.

Some of you know that I spent years helping to organize and fund
the rebuilding of the Portapique Community Hall after the tragedy our
province experienced in 2020. It’s work that changed me, and that I
carry with me into every part of this job. So, when the school shooting
in Tumbler Ridge, British Columbia, shattered that small community in
February, I understood — in the most personal way — what those fam-
ilies were facing. 

I was asked to meet with municipal and charity leaders from BC to
share what we’d learned about community recovery: what works, what
takes time, and what people need long after the cameras leave.
Through those conversations, the Community Foundation of North
East British Columbia has launched the Tumbler Ridge Community Re-
silience Fund to support long-term healing across the community. It’s
proof that when communities reach across the country to lift each
other up, something powerful happens.

February is African Heritage Month, and I had the privilege of at-
tending several events across the riding, including the African Nova
Scotian Elders Luncheon and the African Heritage Dinner in Bible Hill.
These were opportunities to sit with community members, hear their
stories, and better understand the priorities and challenges facing
African Nova Scotian communities in our riding. The wisdom in those
rooms was extraordinary, and it’s shaping how I think about the work
ahead.

That same commitment to listening drove my work on agriculture
this month. If you’re a farmer or rancher in Cumberland–Colchester, I
want you to know: your challenges are not abstract policy debates to

me. They’re real, and they deserve real-time problem-solving. Because
I take these challenges seriously, I’m not going to spend my time stir-
ring up rage on social media. I’m committed to spending my energy
building the coalition of leaders behind-the-scenes that is committed
to working together on creative solutions. 

Throughout the month of February, I sat down with the Dairy Farm-
ers of Nova Scotia, the Agri-Commodity Manufacturers Association of
Nova Scotia, the Nova Scotia Federation of Agriculture, and the Grain
Growers of Canada. I also spoke with the Minister of Agriculture no
less than four times to directly express to him the challenges our farm-
ers are seeing on the front lines. 

I believe that our agricultural sector is the backbone of this riding,
and the people who work the land deserve a government that’s in
their corner — not with empty promises, but with practical support
that makes a difference on the ground. I’m building coalitions with
the people and organizations who understand these realities best, be-
cause that’s how we get to solutions that actually work.

And speaking of what makes this region extraordinary: I was
thrilled to be in Joggins this month for the official launch of the At-
lantic Canada UNESCO Tourism Corridor. This is an investment of over
$300,000 to help connect thirteen UNESCO-designated sites across At-
lantic Canada — the first initiative of its kind in Canada, linking Bios-
phere Regions, Global Geoparks, and World Heritage Sites under one
coordinated effort. 

Led by the Fundy Biosphere Region, the corridor will create new
tourism jobs, support local operators and Indigenous communities,
and help us tell the stories of this remarkable land to the world. As At-
lantic Canadians, we take enormous pride in these places that reflect
the deep history of where we live. This corridor ensures more visitors
can experience the best of what we offer — and that the economic
benefits flow right back to the communities that make these destina-
tions so special.

February was a month of big moments and quiet conversations, of
national policy and deeply local connections. Whether it’s standing on
the floor of the House to fight for veterans, sitting with farmers to un-
derstand what they need, or reaching across the country to help a
community in crisis — the thread that runs through all of it is the
same: we get better results when we work together.

That’s what I believe. And that’s what I’ll keep working to prove.
Until next month — take care of

each other out there.

Notes from our Federal Capital - Alana Hirtle, MP
Continued from page 5

AMHERST: TRURO: 
33 Prince Arthur Street 40 Inglis Place
Mon - Thurs, 10am-3pm Mon - Thurs, 10am-3pm 
1-888-752-0552 1-888-752-0552 
alana.Hirtle@parl.gc.ca alana.Hirtle@parl.gc.ca 

Alana Hirtle is the Member of Parliament for Cumberland-
Colchester and serves on the Veterans Affairs Committee and the
Joint Committee for the Scrutiny of Regulations. Alana has two
offices for face-to-face services:



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (None)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Average
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Average
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


