
shared goals for sustainable
tourism growth while sup-
porting the Government of
Canada’s commitment to
building a stronger, more inno-
vative economy that creates
new opportunities for visitors
to experience Atlantic
Canada’s cultural and natural
heritage. 

QUOTES:

The Honourable Sean Fraser,
P.C., K.C.:

“Atlantic Canada’s UNESCO
sites are powerful symbols of
our shared story, from ancient
fossils to living cultural tradi-
tions. By connecting them
through this new corridor,
we’re helping communities at-
tract visitors, strengthen local
economies, and showcase the
natural and cultural wonders
that make our region unique.” 

The Honourable Sean Fraser,
P.C., K.C., Member of

Parliament for Central Nova,
Minister of Justice and

Attorney General of Canada
and Minister responsible for

the Atlantic Canada
Opportunities Agency 

Alana Hirtle:
“As Atlantic Canadians, we

take great pride in our UN-
ESCO sites — places that re-
flect the history of this land.
This new corridor helps us tell

those stories to the world
while supporting the local
tourism operators, Indigenous
communities, and organiza-
tions that make these destina-
tions so special. By working
together across the region,
we’re ensuring visitors can ex-
perience the best of Atlantic
Canada for generations to
come.” 

Alana Hirtle, Member of
Parliament for Cumberland –

Colchester 

The Honourable Isabelle
Thériault: 

“New Brunswick’s Bay of
Fundy is home to two extraor-
dinary UNESCO-designated re-
gions: the Stonehammer
Geopark, stretching from Lep-
reau Falls to Fundy-St. Martins,
and the Fundy Biosphere Re-
gion, reaching from Fundy-St.
Martins to Sackville. The At-
lantic Canada UNESCO
Tourism Corridor Strategy
presents exciting opportuni-
ties for collaboration around
advancing regenerative
tourism through training, lead-
ership, capacity and communi-
cation, while supporting
sustainable economic growth
and strengthening communi-
ties across our regions.” 

The Honourable Isabelle
Thériault, Minister of
Tourism, Heritage and

Culture, Government of New
Brunswick 

The Honourable Andrea
Barbour:

“UNESCO-designated sites
across Atlantic Canada reflect
the richness of our shared her-
itage and natural beauty. This
new network enhances our
ability to showcase these
world-class destinations, while
creating meaningful opportu-
nities for sustainable tourism
and economic growth in New-
foundland and Labrador and
throughout the region.” 

The Honourable Andrea
Barbour, Minister of Tourism,
Culture, Arts and Recreation,
Government of Newfoundland

and Labrador 

Dr. Jennifer Dingman: 
“UNESCO Sites - Biosphere

Regions, Geoparks, and World
Heritage Sites - showcase glob-
ally significant landscapes, his-
toric places, and human and
environmental communities
where partners are working
together to protect, learn
from, and celebrate people
and the planet. In Atlantic
Canada, we’re modelling for
the world how strong partner-
ships and intentional collabo-
ration can help us achieve our
shared goals for a sustainable
and peaceful future.” 

Dr. Jennifer Dingman,
Executive Director, Fundy

Biosphere Region and
Stonehammer Geopark 

The Atlantic UNESCO
Tourism Corridor is the first
initiative connecting three
types of UNESCO-designated
sites in Canada: Biosphere Re-
gions (3), Global Geoparks (3)
and World Heritage Sites (7).

The Fundy Biosphere Region,
a nonprofit community organ-
ization designated by UNESCO
in 2007, promotes vibrant, re-
silient communities through
conservation and sustainable
development initiatives.  

The funding announced on
February 19 is provided
through ACOA’s Regional Eco-
nomic Growth through Inno-
vation (REGI) program. Since
2021, the Canadian Commis-
sion for UNESCO has worked
collaboratively with partners
to support the development of
the Atlantic UNESCO Tourism
Corridor. 

The Government of New
Brunswick’s Department of
Tourism, Heritage and Culture
invested $21,000; The Govern-
ment of Newfoundland and
Labrador’s Department of In-
dustry, Energy and Technology
invested $21,000 and Destina-
tion Canada provided the ini-
tial investment to develop the
Atlantic UNESCO Tourism Cor-
ridor Strategy and has further
supported this project with an
investment of $21,000.

See the rationale behind the
UNESCO funding on page 4.

902-468-7217
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