
The Economy River Pro-
tected Wilderness, which
along with Portapique River
and Wentworth Valley,  were
part of a November 10, 2022
announcement by Hon Tory
Rushton, MLA Cumberland
South and provincial Minister
of Natural Resources and Re-
newables. The expanded pro-
tected area involved 5,495
new hectares to the plots of
land originally designated in
1998, with a second expan-
sion in 2004.

Highlights of Economy
River protected area, which
straddles Cumberland and
Colchester Counties, include it
being the largest in the two
counties. At 11,640 hectares
(28,763 acres) its landscape
representation includes Cobe-
quid Mountain, South Cobe-
quid Foothills and contains
many managed trails. 

Economy River Wilderness
Area protects a large patch of
forest wilderness in the heart
of the Cobequid Mountains. It
straddles the top of the Cobe-
quid range, extending over 20
km from the south-facing
foothills near Economy and
Minas Basin to the north-fac-
ing slopes above Springhill.
Highlights include Economy
River and its renowned falls,
several small lakes, showy
spring flora such as purple tril-
lium and trout lily, and a net-
work of trails.

An unbroken mantle of ma-
ture forest blankets most of

the wilderness area. Hard-
wood forest uplands and
conifer flats alternate with
steep-sided mixed forest
ravines and canyons.

The intact woodlands pro-
vide a refuge for endangered
mainland moose in a region
where they have historically
been abundant but are now in
decline. Black bear, fisher and
bobcat also roam here, and the
rivers are considered critical
habitat for the endangered
Inner Bay of Fundy Atlantic
salmon.

The wilderness area con-
tributes to representation of
Nova Scotia’s Cobequid Moun-
tain and Cobequid Foothills
natural landscapes within the
province’s protected areas net-
work.

The scenic and hilly terrain
is suited to four-season trail
use and other outdoor recre-
ation in a wilderness setting,
including hunting and some
angling.

A great way to explore the
wilderness area is to hike
the Kenomee Canyon Trail Sys-
tem, managed by the
Kenomee Trail Society under
an agreement with Nova Sco-
tia Environment and Climate
Change. This trail network ex-
tends over 25 km through the
wilderness area. A small num-
ber of designated backcountry
campsites make the trail net-
work available for overnight
tripping. Day use hiking can
also be pursued on shorter

trail options centered around
Economy Falls. Additional in-
formation on the trail system
is available on the Municipality
of Colchester’s website.

Several off-highway vehicle
(OHV) routes are managed by
the Snowmobilers Association
of Nova Scotia (SANS), All-ter-
rain Vehicle Association of
Nova Scotia (ATVANS) and
Nova Scotia Off Road Riders
Association (NSORRA) under
agreements with Nova Scotia
Environment and Climate

Change. This includes River
Philip Road (SANS, ATVANS,
NSORRA) and route #104
(SANS only), where these pass
through the wilderness area.
Bicycle use is also permitted
on River Philip Road.

The Minister of Environ-
ment and Climate Change can
authorize access to private
parcels which are surrounded
by the wilderness area.

About 20 long-established
campsite leases occur within
the wilderness area.

Part of the Leamington
Brook watershed is within the
wilderness area. This water-
shed provides drinking water
to Springhill. Protection of
these lands supports the mu-
nicipality’s efforts to protect
its drinking water supply area.

Economy River Wilderness
Area was designated in 1998,
with two additions since. A
small parcel was added in
2004. An expansion by 5,495
hectares in 2022 nearly dou-
bled its original size.

The potential future desig-
nation of an additional 372 ha
adjacent to the southeastern
end of the wilderness area has
also been approved by govern-
ment. These lands are being
held for possible mineral ex-
ploration. They will be added
to the wilderness area if no
mineral rights are granted
within one year of govern-
ment approval of the 2022 ad-
dition or once any new
mineral rights that may be is-
sued expire.
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Economy River Wilderness Area totals 28,763 acres
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Now covering an area of 28,673 hectares, the Economy River
Protected area includes several pictureque waterfall sites and

several managed trails. (NS Gov Photo)
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The Wentworth Recreation Centre has announced it will be
holding a weekly Farmer’s Market commencing in May. Additional
details will be announced later. 

Potential vendors are encouraged to contact send an email to
13752 Highway 4, Wentworth NS

Our Pancake Supper will take place on Saturday, March 11th,

2023. Please come out and enjoy this fun and delicious event of-
fering locally produced Maple Syrup. 

The other big news we have to share is that starting in May we
will be holding a Farmers Market at the Wentworth Rec Centre on
Fridays with a further update to follow. 

Farmer’s Market to start in Wentworth
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