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AND HVAC 

902-895-4429  |  wilsonsheating.caWe have what it takes.
And we’re getting closer. novascotia.ca/coronavirus

LIKE NO OTHER PLACE.

WE’VE PROVEN

WE CAN 
MASK UP 

Cow Patty Bingo - $10,000
A uniquely rural fundraiser, “Cow Patty Bingo”, in support of

the Londonderry Hall will be held on May 8, 2021 from 1:00 pm
to 4:00 pm at 4058 Mines Bass River Road, Londonderry.  A poster
circulated by Victoria Lomond representing the organizing group
listed a prize of $10,000.

Tickets are $10 each with a limited number of tickets being
sold. The event is being conducted under License # AGO-306782-
20.

Tickets are available at: Dominion Chair, Glenholme
Petrocan/Angel's Diner, Debert Legion and Double "C" Truckstop.
For more information or tickets contact: Victoria Lomond, 
902 890 4242 or victoria.lomond@hotmail.ca

By Maurice Rees
When Onslow Belmont

Fire Brigade was started in fall
of 1961 it inspired others ac-
cording to newspaper stories
published 60 years ago. Area
residents living in fear of a fire
in the community with pro-
tection of any kind. 

Under the guidance of the
first chief, Keith Hamilton to
who worked hard to bring
four zones – Central Onslow,
Lower Onslow, Onslow-Bel-
mont and Crowes Mill-On-
slow Mountain within a few
months there were 65 mem-
bers, including founding
members, signed up at the
end of 1961. (See photo of
names, elsewhere in this
issue). 

The new 27 x 30 hall cost
in the vicinity of $1,000 and
within a short time it was half
paid for. An organizing fund
raising campaign raised
$2,000 from 350 local resi-
dents and businesses. The first
harvest sale, which has be-
come an iconic annual event
netted $750.00. Working hard
to raise money for the hall
and equipment  an additional
$300 was raised from con-
certs and a street dance.

The newspaper account
said that in addition to provid-
ing fire protection, another
benefit was “a sense of local
pride” which permitted local
efforts be directed to the fire
department, rather than
Truro-based or agricultural or-
ganizations.

A picture published locally
on November 17, 1961 refer-
enced the official opening
celebrations including a
dance. Pictured in front of the
new hall, valued at $2,500, but
costing $1,000 with the re-
mainder coming from dona-
tions of materials and labour,
was the departments two ve-
hicles. The vehicles were a

500-gallon tank truck and a
civil defense truck which was
used for training purposes. 

Another newspaper ac-
count following the Friday
opening mentioned the de-
partment served 425 house-
holds and had a roster of 85
members. The Masstown dis-
trict, containing 25 homes,
was quickly added to the fire
protection area. A photo
taken in early 1962, which
still proudly hangs in the hall
contained a lost of 102 Found-
ing Members and others who
joined in 1961. 

Kenneth Crowe, Onslow
district representative to
Colchester Municipal Council
conducted the ribbon cutting
ceremonies. K.A. Hamilton,
the 28 year old chief, was
quoted as saying it was just
the beginning as there were
many things in the planning
stages. 

The fire tanker was pur-
chased from the Sydney fire
Department and was
equipped to draw water from
any source close to the scene
of the fire. The civil defense
vehicle could pump 500 gal-
lons of water per minute, but
itself contained only a 300
gallon tank.

A telephone alarm system
was designed with five driv-
ers, who lived close to the fire
hall, plus the chief were con-
nected to a special fire alarm
number. Other residents were
responsible to ensure the
message was passed along to
other members, who lived far-
ther away from the hall. Not
leaving anything to chance
and to keep costs down, sev-
eral members were qualified
to service the vehicles and
equipment. 

Realizing formation of a
fire department was in the
offing several people com-
menced training in February

1961, so they would be ready
to respond when necessary.
Truro Fire Chief, C. A. Lane
conducted the training. Each
of the zones had a minimum
of 20 members in each zone. 

This article was prepared by
Maurice Rees with the

assistance of Clair Peers and
other members from Onslow

Belmont Fire Brigade

Onslow Belmont Fire Department • Start Inspired Others
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