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Don Fletcher Not Reoffering
By Don Fletcher
Let me start this article
with a big thank you to the
citizens of Cumberland
county and especially district 10 for allowing me to
serve you the past seven
plus years. I will not be reoffering in the fall election
and it has been my privilege to serve as your councilor. I mention this today
as today is the public hearing to discuss the new
council size for this fall’s
election. Our council recommended a council of
eight that I felt was too
small, but that was council’s wishes. Today will tell.
We began council at 5
pm in camera with 6 items
covered. Public council followed with the first item
the reimbursement policy
for council members and
CAO. Motion approved for
the revised policy.
At last council’s meeting
we had a presentation on
free ice time benefits and
last night approved a
motion for free ice time for
minor hockey and figure
skating beginning this fall
with the hopes of getting
youth more active and
helping the economy at the
same
time.
Motion
approved.
Discussion followed on
provincial volunteer of the
year and the lucky winner

was Krista Macdonald from
Springhill and the youth
winner was Mackenzie
Rushton
also
from
Springhill. Congratulations
to you both and keep volunteering!
Approval
for
the
Parrsboro well field tender
was next and approved by
motion. The Springhill seniors roof tender was also
approved by motion. The
LED streetlight fixture
install tender was approved
with a completion date of
end May. Unserviceable
lights that have been
reported to the municipality should be fixed at the
same time. Diligent River I
haven’t forgotten you in
this process!
Short discussion followed on a meeting attended by deputy warden
Gilbert and our MP. He
asked about funding for a
couple of recent projects, 1
denied federal funding and
the other higher cost than
approved. Staff will forward
both projects to our MP.
Wait and see mode.
Funding from community
culture and heritage in support of the Cumberland
Regional
Physician
Retention strategy was discussed. Information will be
coming soon on progress. I
know a new doctor will
continued on page 3
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Cumberland Investing $3.21-Million
By Maurice Rees
The Municipality of
Cumberland is investing
$3.21-Million as part of a
$60.2-Million initiative to get
5-G ready broadband internet
service to Cumberland and
Colchester
Counties.
Residents and business owners in the Municipality have
complained for years about
the lack of service or areas
where service was non-existent.
Claiming the lack of adequate service was making
businesses uncompetitive and
poor internet service was
contributing to “out migration” throughout the munici-

pality. Councillors listened
and in the past had worked
with various ISP providers to
solve the problem in specific
areas, but to no avail.
In 2017, Colchester councillor, Tom Taggart, brought
the matter to Colchester
council and insisted something needed to be done. As
things moved along slowed, in
2018, MP Bill Casey and
Maurice Rees, publisher
organized a meeting at the
Peg in Masstown inviting mayors, CAO’s and economic
development staff from the
two municipalities plus
Development Nova Scotia
representatives to discuss the

matter and listen to a presentation by officials from
Xplornet Communications,
Woodstock, NB. Representing
Xplornet were Corey Hallett,
District
Sales
Manager
Xplornet Atlantic Canada and
Xplornet’s Executive Vice
President
of
Strategic
Initiatives, Jeff Burlock.
Municipal officials were
impressed with the concept
and before the meeting
ended, there was definite
interest and an open willingness for the two municipalities to work together. As
things moved along at the
municipal
levels,
the
Municipalities formed a Joint

Internet Committee comprised of:Alison Gillis,Warden,
Municipality of Cumberland;
Tom Taggart, Councilor,
Municipality of Colchester;
Michael Gregory, Councilor,
Municipality of Colchester;
Joe van Vulpen, Councilor,
Municipality of Cumberland;
Rob
Simonds,
CAO,
Municipality of Colchester;
Rennie
Bugley,
CAO,
Municipality of Cumberland;
Mark Austin, Economic
Development
Officer,
Municipality of Colchester
and Michelle Byers, Manager
of Community Economic
Development, Municipality of
continued on page 2

Fundy Trail Snowmobile Club members are elated the Glooscap Restaurant has been rebuilt and is open for the season. The club is
going to establish a trail from the restaurant to Wheaton’s Irving, Parrsboro. (Lawrence R Nicoll Photo)

Snowmobile Club to
Build New Clubhouse
By Lawrence R Nicoll
Members of the Fundy Trail Snowmobile
Club have several things to be happy about
snow accumulation, cold weather and lots of
club activities. Recently the club made a trek to
Parrsboro, and are happy the Glooscap
Restaurant has re-opened, as the eatery is a
favourite stopping spot for many snowmobilers.
The club’s clubhouse is located at Folly Lake
just off Hwy 4 at 84 Lafarge Land, a few minutes
before the Wentworth Valley Ski Hill. In 2015
and 2016 was recognized Snowmobile
Association of Nova Scotia (SANS) as club of the
year. In 2016 they were also recognized as Club
of the Year by CCSO.The club holds the honour
of being only the third club to be inducted into
the International Snowmobile Hall of Fame,
Eagle River, Wisconsin.
The club has over 150 Kilometers of
ARCHWAY INSURANCE PARRSBORO
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groomed trails available plus the 104 trail runs
through their area and they have a close association with Sutherland’s Lake Trail Groomers on
the east.
With excellent snowmobiling conditions
and many trips to the Parrsboro area, the Fundy
Trail Snowmobile Club is moving ahead with a
planned clubhouse in Parrsboro. The chosen
site for the new clubhouse is across the road
from the Cross Roads Garage beside the cemetery. A photo showing the site is printed here,
to the right.
A major contributors to the reason for
choosing the future clubhouse site is the proximity to the Glooscap Restaurant and will be
building a trail to Wheaton’s Irving in Parrsboro
to refuel. Business owners in Parrsboro welcome the club’s decision to build a clubhouse
because it will help market the area as an excellent snowmobiling venue.
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This photo shows the site of the future Fundy Trail Snowmobile Club’s new clubhouse which will be
built across the road from Cross Roads Garage, next to the cemetery. (Lawrence R Nicoll Photo)

Members of the Fundy Trail Snowmobile Club on a recent trip to Parrsboro. (Lawrence R Nicoll Photo)
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