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Cumberland Investing $3.21-Million
Cumberland. 

On February 7th, a much
awaited announcement was
made by Develop Nova Scotia
that Xplornet
Communications had been
given the go ahead for a
$60.2-Million broadband pro-
gram for Cumberland and
Colchester Counties. In order
to bring broadband service to
100% of the residents and
businesses, the counties are
teaming up with Xplornet
Communications, Woodstock
and Develop Nova Scotia to as
financial contributors, regula-
tor and network builder. The
$60 million investment in the
region comes from Xplornet
Communications Inc., $34.3-
Million; Nova Scotia Internet
Funding Trust, $19.9-Million;
Municipality of Cumberland
$3.21-Million and
Municipality of Colchester,
$2.79-Million for a total of
$60.2-Million.

Xplornet will deploy near-
ly 700 kilometres of optic
fibre to offer up to 100 Mbps

fibre-to-home and fixed wire-
less services on their network,
which will reach more than
21 700 currently underserved
16,000 households and 6,000
businesses. A further 2300
addresses will have access to
improved satellite service that
will reach up to 50 Mbps by
the completion of the full net-
work. The three-year project
is aiming for 100% high-speed
availability in Cumberland
and Colchester.

In it’s press release about
projects in other areas
announced on February 7th,
Develop Nova Scotia says
wired technology projects
will provide minimum speeds
of 50 Mbps to download, and
10 Mbps to upload, while
wireless technologies will
provide minimum speeds of
25 Mbps to download, and 5
Mbps to upload, allowing
users to browse email, down-
load music and large files, play
online games, and stream high
definition video.

Colchester and
Cumberland residents and

business owners will have
much higher speeds that
Develop Nova Scotia’s tem-
plate because Xplornet will
deploy nearly 700 kilometres
of optic fibre to offer up to
100 Mbps fibre-to-home and
fixed wireless services. The
2,300 addresses which are
more remote and can only be
served by satellite will still
enjoy speed of 50 Mbps.

Even though residents and
business owners are excited
their internet problems will
be solved, they must be
patient. The $60-2-Million
project will take up to three
years to construction and
build-out. As the infrastructure
is built localized service will
be installed, but to reach all
areas of the municipalities
will take time and must be
done in an orderly fashion.

(Additional stories on the $60-2-
Million broadband initiative are

contained elsewhere in this issue
on the Shoreline Journal pages 4

and 21).

PHOTO FEATURE
The hall, Parrsboro was a beehive of activity on February 15th for the crafters and bake sale

even though they were without electricity from 8:45 am until noon. A large number of
people attended even without electricity. See story opposite. (Lawrence R Nicoll Photos) 
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