
Story and photos by Linda Harrington
African Heritage Month is observed each Feb-

ruary to remember and honour descendants
from the movement of people from Africa.
Throughout the month, activities were com-
pleted in each classroom to make connections
to African Heritage. Students and staff especially
enjoyed having Mrs. Anom, a Grade 3/4 teacher,
and share information about Africa with each
class. Mrs. Anom’s husband was born in Ghana,
Africa. 

During the week of February 12th -16th, stu-
dents participated in special activities to recog-
nize “Peace Week”. Peace Week started with
students gathering in Peace Groups to hear the
story “Peace Week in Miss. Fox’s Class”, by Eileen
Spinelli. In this book, the students make an extra
effort to help others, take turns, and say kind
things. These positive behaviours are always en-
couraged at. 

Each day of Peace Week students were enthu-
siastic to take part in one of the special activities.
Monday’s “Crazy Hair Day” could have been
called “Outrageous Hair Day”. There were many
creative hair styles in all classrooms, a couple of
wigs, and a few hats. 

On Tuesday, students enjoyed a swimming

trip to the RECC. The pool at the RECC offered
something for students of all levels of swimming
ability with both shallow and deep pools, as well
as the waterslide for the more adventurous, and
at the required height! Thank you to the many
parents who came to the pool, both as observers
and swimmers. 

On Wednesday, valentines were exchanged,
and students enjoyed making and eating a fruit
kebob snack. Everyone gathered in the gym for
a sing-along on this day, as well. Earlier in the
week, students made valentine postcards. These
were delivered to seniors throughout the com-
munities. 

There were many team logos and colours on
display on Thursday. Unfortunately, there was no
snow for outside activities. 

On Friday, students were able to wear pajamas
to school, and then enjoyed a prepared breakfast.
This was a great way to start the day and to end
the week. The Classroom Café volunteers are
greatly appreciated for showing up extra early to

prepare and serve the hot breakfast. 
During Peace Week, in addition to trying to

be peacemakers, students also showed empathy
to our animal friends. Jessica Murphy, Kaylee and
Blake’s mom, came to the school to describe the
services provided through the SPCA. Throughout
the week, students filled a large basket with do-
nations of items such as cat/dog food and treats,
toys, collars, and used towels, along with $50.00
in cash.

Mrs. Rushton’s class participated in the Learn-
2-Skate program offered through the Municipal-
ity of Colchester for Grade 2 students. Students
receive on-ice instruction from a skating coach
during three, one hour sessions. All expenses are
covered by the municipality and there are also
free skate and helmet loans. ALL students im-
proved in their skating abilities over the three
weeks. Once again, thank you to the family mem-
bers who were able to help out, both on and off
the ice. 

In the spring, Mrs. Anom’s class is signed up
participate in Learn-2-Swim, a program offered
to Grade 3 students.

The Discovery Centre made another visit to
the school this month. Tyson spent an hour with
each class allowing students to discover and ex-
periment with a topic covered in the Science
Curriculum. The P/1 Class learned about struc-
tures, Grade 1/2 movement (wheels) and the
topic for the Grade 3/4 class was “Geology
Rocks”. 

This month, Great Village Elementary re-
ceived good news and would be able to offer
some additional math support to selected Grade
2 & 3 students. Ms. Danielle Christenson is pro-
viding this support each afternoon until the end
of March. Mr. Malcolm Campbell is also at the
school until the end of March. Mr. Campbell is
teaching Physical Education classes while Mrs.
Marquis is on medical leave. 

In March, students can look forward to a skat-
ing trip to the West Colchester United Arena, De-
bert on March 2nd. Family members are
welcome to come to the rink. Help with tying
skates is always appreciated. 

On March 9th, students will
have the opportunity to attend
a performance with musical
entertainers, Donna & Andy.
Everyone is welcome to join
students at the gym (12:45-
1:45PM) for this event. 

Parents are reminded
March Break is March 12th-
16th, and there is no school for
students on March 23rd (as-
sessment and evaluation day).
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On Thursday students had a chance to show
support for their favourite sport’s team and

Montreal seemed to be the most popular. Left to
right- Connor Harrison, Robbie Griffiths, Mackenzie

Cooke, Ethan Coleman and Zachary Best.

Ethan Coleman was showing his school spirit
by taking part in Peace Week’s Crazy Hair Day.

Friday was PJ Day and Mckayla Merzbach
enjoyed wearing her comfy jammies outside 

at recess.

The unseasonable warm weather meant
Mackenzie Cooke, Ethan Coleman, Ryker

Durning, Ava Tanner and Rylie Durning could
have fun at recess wearing only their pajamas

during Peace Week’s PJ Day.

Now that’s a crazy look! Alyssa
Robichaud enjoyed participating in
Crazy Hair Day during Peace Week.

Great Village Students Participate in “Peace Week”

Alicia O’Brien had a very colourful
look for Crazy Hair Day.

Ericka MacRae enjoys a healthy breakfast in her
pajamas on Friday of Peace Week.

Connor Harrison has a healthy fruit kebob for
a snack on Valentine’s Day during Peace Week.
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