
“I was so happy for her,”
says Matt. “As soon as Tim was
done talking to Gena, I shook
his hand and thanked him for
making this a really cool
anniversary. I was surprised at
how calm she was through
the rest of the concert.”

“I think I was in shock…,”
laughs Gena, “it hadn’t sunk
in.”

After the concert there
were high fives from com-
plete strangers, many who
wanted photos of the lucky
couple with the autographed
guitar, and everyone wanted
to know if it was staged or a
real spontaneous moment.
Faith Hill came over on her
way out of the audience,
shook their hands, and
thanked them for coming.

This amazing anniversary
gift is actually a “Squier
Telecaster” electric guitar
made by Fender, and now
autographed with the words,
“To Gena and Matt, Happy
Anniversary 2013”. 

This is not the first time
McGraw has given a guitar to a
lucky fan. On the fender.com
website they offer a ‘teaser’
saying, “…on a Friday or
Saturday night, be on the look-
out for a Squier Telecaster
Custom P-90. After playing the

instrument for a couple of
songs, McGraw picks a mem-
ber of the audience to hold his
microphone as he autographs
the guitar and gives it to them.” 

Gena had no idea this
might happen. When she took
her Friday night seat, among
1800 other adoring fans, she
says, “I was just hoping for a
wave, and it is really amazing
how out of all those people he
picked me.”

It wasn’t until the day after
the concert that things really
started to sink in. Gena update
her facebook status from her
Vegas hotel room with, “I’m
still in disbelief and I think
more emotional about it this
morning...it all happened so
fast last night it was hard to
wrap my head around it.
Definitely a moment I will
never ever forget.”

Gena was determined to
make sure the guitar made the
trip safely from Vegas back to
Nova Scotia.  “I wasn’t about to
let it out of my sight,” she
laughs, “I was prepared to hold
it on my knee like a new born

baby if they would let me.” 
They spent four hours trying

to find a guitar case in Vegas,
even stopping by the famous
television show Pawn Stars’
location. They eventually found
one at Cow Town Guitar, a place
often featured on the show
Pawn Stars. The shop salesman
said this guitar usually sells for

about $480, but estimated the
value at $2-3000, based on Tim’s
autograph. Gena doesn’t care
what the appraised value is, to
her it is priceless, and it sure
isn’t for sale.

Back home in Belmont, the
guitar has become somewhat
of a celebrity in itself. Matt and
Gena’s daughters were

extremely excited to see the
guitar when they returned on
Sunday. Family and friends
have been asking to see the
guitar and hear all about the
experience.

This was definitely an
anniversary to remember. “It is
going to be hard to top this
one for our 17th, says Matt.

PAGE 2 THE SHORELINE JOURNAL  MARCH 2013  

Tim McGraw called Gena Priest to the stage and asked her to hold
his microphone. She said her knees were shaking! (submitted)

This sign got a lot of attention!
Gena Priest made the
sign from a gift bag and took it
along to a Tim McGraw/Faith
Hill Concert in Vegas. Tim
autographed this sign along
with the guitar. (Harrington
Photo)

Country music star Tim
McGraw playing electric gui-
tar. Moments later, he handed
it over to Gena Priest. (submit-
ted)

Continued from page 1

Tim McGraw’s Guitar

Colchester RCMP have laid charges in
connection with a robbery that occurred in
Glenholme in 2010. On September 29th,
2010, 2 males armed with knives entered the
Glenholme General Store on Highway 4 and
attempted to rob the owner. The owner was
not injured and the suspects fled the scene.

The continuing investigation has led to
the arrest of 3 adult males and an
adult female from various areas of Nova
Scotia. All 4 have been charged with robbery

and conspiracy to commit an indictable
offence.

It has been learned the four people are;
Trevor Jackson, Halifax; Matthew Johnson,
Dartmouth; Victoria Baird, Bible Hill and
Michael Hartling, also of Bible Hill. Baird does
not have a previous criminal record, but the
other three have somewhat lengthy records. 

The accused are scheduled to make their
next appearance in Truro Provincial Court on
March 6th, 2013 at 09:30.

Charges Laid in Glenholme Robbery
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