
The following contains the
highlights of Truro Mayor Bill
Mills message as follows:

Good morning everyone.
President Tanton, Mayor Blair,
Chief Gloade, Mayor Lloy,
guests: Thank you to the Truro
& Colchester Chamber of
Commerce for coordinating
this event and for the invita-
tion to speak with you again
this year.

I’d like to provide you an
overview of the economic
health of the Town of Truro
and where the Town is focus-
ing strategic growth efforts
moving forward. Truro has ex-
perienced significant growth
since 2016, much like other
urban areas in Nova Scotia.
From 2011 to 2016 the Town
of Truro experienced 1.67% in-
crease in population, however
from 2016 to 2022, the Town
experienced an increase of
6.85%, and the population of
the Town of Truro, which in-
cludes Millbrook First Nation
sits at an estimated 14,020 peo-
ple as of July, 2022.

Population Growth in Truro
and Colchester is summarized
as follows: 2011: Truro, 12,906;
Colchester, 50,968. 2016: Truro,
13,121;Colchester, 50,585.
During the period 2011-2016
Truro experienced 1.67%
growth, while Colchester grew
0.75%. For 2022 to July 1st,
Truro’s population is estimated
to be 14,020 while Colchester
as a whole is 53,178.

Institutional and Govern-
ment based permits (public
funds) have been excluded to
show private market driven
construction. Truro experi-
enced significant 2022 growth
driven by: $32.7 million in four
new large apartment projects
beginning in Truro; Approx $10
million in projects at The Hub-
Truro Mall and approximately
$5 million in other commercial
projects (Truro Business Park
and Downtown).

Over a five year period Total
Private Construction totals are
as follows: 2018, $16,710,264;
2019, $18,700,838, 11.9% in-
crease; 2020, $20,312,747,
8.6% increase; 2021,
$21,798,272, 7.3% increase
and 2022, $55,705,516. A
whopping 155.6% increase.

There are several Significant
Projects in the housing sector
in Truro. 
Currently Under Construction:
• 219 Queen Street (former Jail

facility) – Completed con-
struction of a 35 unit build-

ing in Fall 2021. Construc-
tion for a second 30 unit
building with ground floor
commercial is currently
under construction. 185
Kaulback Street – Under
Construction. Three, 50-unit
residential buildings. 118
Lyman Street - Develop-
ment agreement permit a
multi-unit residential devel-
opment of 60 units. 35 Es-
planade Street (former TJHS
and Basin Basics) –. Devel-
opment Agreement ap-
proved for a 5 storey, 63
unit building.
This totals 338 New Units

currently under construction.
We are not done. There are

several Approved Develop-
ment Agreements in Place: 
5-7 Charles Street - Develop-
ment agreement approved for
a four-storey multi-unit residen-
tial development containing
27 units. 34-38 Curtis Drive -
Development Agreement ap-
proved for a 3 storey, 18 unit
apartment building. 225
William Barnhill Drive -. Devel-
opment agreement approved
for a multiple unit residential
development consisting of 10
townhouse units, one 4-storey,
56-unit building and one 4-
storey, 55-unit building. 85
Young Street - Development
agreement approved for a 5
storey, 53 unit building, with
ground floor commercial and
573-575 Prince Street (former
Patillo Building) – Develop-
ment  Agreement approved for
an 88 unit apartment building,
with ground floor commercial.

Many of these, especially the
projects located downtown, are
of increasing sizes and heights,
and Town Council has made ap-
provals of up to 88 units in one
building and up to 8 stories in
height. This is helping to add
density to the downtown,
which will further support the
businesses located there.

Right now, about 30% of the
total units expected in Truro
are under construction. We ex-
pect additional projects to start
construction in 2023 based on
building permits we have is-
sued. We’re happy to see work
starting on the five storey
building on the Esplanade,

which has been excavated
now for a few years. This will
help to enhance this area of
Downtown.

Housing in Truro will con-
tinue at a fast pace with several
additional significant projects
already approved including: 64
Ford Street – Development
agreement for one 3-storey
building containing 18
dwelling units. 54-58 Walker
Street – Development agree-
ment approved for an 8-storey
multi-residential building with
56 units. 306 James Street - De-
velopment agreement for one
8-storey building containing 79
dwelling units and 176 m2
(1890 ft2) of commercial
space. 60 Golf Street - Develop-
ment agreement for one 5-
storey building containing 68
dwelling units. 536 Young
Street – Development Agree-
ment for three 4-story 50 unit
buildings and 17 townhouses
containing a total of 167 units.
125/135 Willow Street - devel-
opment to permit two, 3-storey
townhouse buildings each
containing 12 dwelling units
for a total of 24 units. 74 Lorne
Street - Development agree-
ment for a 6-storey building
containing 78 dwelling units
and 1681 sq. ft. of commercial
space. This totals up to an addi-
tional 797 units approved. If all
units are Constructed, this will
add over 1,100 new units to
the Town of Truro!

I think the most exciting in-
formation is that if all of these
units are approved and con-
structed, over 1100 new units
will be added in the Town of
Truro. This will undoubtedly
help the housing shortage and
help to attract even more new
people to Truro.

Truro Business Park: Home
to over 70 businesses – built
up area comprises 230 acres.
Through 2021 and 2022 the
Town completed a Master Plan
for the Truro Business Park Ex-
pansion. May see the expan-
sion of approximately 6 new
lots within the next 5 years.

Approximately. 30 acres
being considered under the
new Community Plan for
mixed use
(Commercial/Tourism/Resi-

dential mix – top of Young
Street). Remainder +300 acres
available for new residential
growth (South of William
Barnhill Drive).

Truro Business Park – Re-
cent Growth. Significant Con-
struction Projects over the last
5 years: Truro Cannabis Com-
pany – Completed construc-
tion of a building on Industrial
Avenue. The building is

just over 27,000 Sq. Ft and
cost $4.2 million to construct.
Truro Cannabis Company also
purchased 559 Willow Street
completing renovations at a
cost of $1.2-Million.

Clarences Farm Services –
Completed a $10 million ex-
pansion on Industrial Avenue.
John Ross & Sons – Completed
construction of a $2.4 million,
15,675 Sq.Ft. facility at 85
Glassey Avenue. Northeast Nu-
trition – In late 2019, an-
nounced expansion at the
Truro feed mill location. This
was part of it’s 2018-2022 cap-
ital investment plan which
would see $112 million being
spent to increase mill capacity
in Truro and covert to seafood
distribution and retail in Dart-
mouth.

Sollio Agriculture Feed Mill –
Expansion of the feed mill, lo-
cated at 349 Willow Street, at a
value of $1 million. Coldstream
Clear Distillery – Expansion of
distillery at 241 Crossley Avenue.
Expansion of 15,000 sf at a value
of $1.2 million in 2021. Addi-
tional expansion in 2022/2023
of nearly 40,000 sf at a value of
$2.5 million. Coldstream has un-
dergone these two major expan-
sion to increase the size of their
space from about 6,000 Sf in
2019 to almost 55,000 Sf in
2023. Fundy Textiles – In 2023,
permit issued to add 6,800 Sf at
the existing facility on Industrial
Avenue at a cost of $833,800.

Generally, Truro Business
Park is now made up of smaller
sites (less than 10 acres). Busi-
nesses locating in the business
park want exposure, easy ac-
cess to highways, and in close
proximity to workforce. Much
of future growth will come
from business expansions on
their existing sites.

Businesses that require
larger sites, proximity to raw
goods, less employee intensive
are locating outside of the
urban area in business parks
such as Debert, Truro Heights,
Onslow, etc. The Truro Business
Park won’t be adding signifi-
cant inventory of land to the
Truro Business Park as we shift
our focus to residential in the
lands south of William Barnhill
Drive.

I mentioned that the Hub-
Truro Mall had over $10 million
in building permits in 2022. This
made up almost one fifth of the
total building permits in the
Town of Truro and has really en-
hanced the Mall and the Robie
Street area, and the community.
Doug Doucet of RCS Construc-
tion and Arnold Hagen, owner of

Home Hardware, purchased the
Truro Mall in 2021. They have
had community vision for mak-
ing the Truro Mall a real gather-
ing space for the community
and the Town. Thanks to them
included in their growth is the
new Petsmart store, the Pur and
Simple restaurant, the new Mary
Brown’s restaurant, the reloca-
tion and expansion of Home
Hardware – 40,000 SF store plus
15,000 Sf warehouse, the new
Food Hall, which includes local
eateries and will soon include a
marketplace and Brewpub, with
access and a patio to the rear of
the property. Also, under con-
struction is a new Professional
Centre at the corner of the prop-
erty along Marshland Drive and
Robie Street.

The Town has been inter-
ested in supporting the new
business growth, especially
with the shift to more local
owners in the Robie Street
area, and drawing more resi-
dents and visitors to that area.
Over the past few years, along
with the growth at the Hub –
Truro Mall we’ve seen growth
at: Belly Up - largest outdoor
patio in NS, support for events
outdoor during summer
months; Sun kissed Energy;
Coffee Barn; Opening of Long
and McQuade. Robie Street
will soon be the entrance to
the new baseball fields on
Argus Drive.

The Town has worked with
businesses in that area to de-
velop and brand a unique des-
tination along Robie Street
called Uptown Truro. This will
help to enhance the unique-
ness and vibrancy of the area.
We’ve developed street ban-
ners, street signs, branded bike
racks, etc which will be in-
stalled and marketed starting
this spring.

The Town of Truro has
made considerable invest-
ments in infrastructure proj-
ects that really helped to
appeal and attract residents
over the past 10 years. We’re
just about to start the redevel-
opment of the TAAC Grounds
to include a synthetic 8 lane
track with throwing areas. This
$8 million project will bring
the facility up to date and be
more competitive on the
Provincial levels. We’re moving
the Senior Baseball fields from
TAAC to a new location off of
Robie Street and when fin-
ished will be a senior sized
championship quality field.
Some preliminary work is cur-
rently taking place, but we ex-
pect construction to ramp up
at both sites this summer and
be ready for use in 2024.

In 2022, the Town received
over $400,000 in funding from
ACOA for an $850,000 project
at the Railyard Mountain Bike
Park. This project will focus on
attracting multi-day visitors to
the area through enhanced fa-
cilities, trails, and marketing.

Council has spent the last
few years developing numer-
ous plans for the Town. This in-
cludes: new Active

Transportation Plan, Accessibil-
ity Plan, and were currently in
the final stages of our new
Community Plan which will in-
clude a new Municipal Plan-
ning Strategy, Land Use Bylaw,
and Community Sustainability
Plan to set the stage for the
next 10 years.

We hope to make progress
on the McClures Mills Round-
about over the next two years.
We’re currently in talks with
the Province to begin construc-
tion on this project after their
work on the Salmon River
Bridge on Highway 102 is com-
plete. We also are working with
our insurance provider to com-
plete the work to reopen the
Colchester Legion Stadium be-
fore the end of 2023. We are
very thankful to the Province
for their contribution of $1 mil-
lion to assist with repairs.

We’re excited to work
alongside the Province to de-
velop to former Colchester
Hospital site. That site has enor-
mous potential in Truro and as
a catalyst for future growth
along Willow Street.

In the Fall 2022, the
Province of Nova Scotia made
amendments to the Municipal
Government Act (through Bill
No. 24) to give municipalities
in Nova Scotia a greater ability
to generate revenue to attract
events, people and tourists to
their communities. With input
from a regional stakeholder
group working to support
tourism in the Truro-Colch-
ester region, which includes
the Town of Truro, Municipality
of the County of Colchester,
the Town of Stewiacke, Mill-
brook First Nation, the Cham-
ber of Commerce, Rath
Eastlink Community Centre
and many accommodations
providers. We have put forward
a draft Marketing Levy Bylaw
to Council, with First Reading
happening in April, 2023. Work-
ing with this stakeholder
group, we hope to develop a
strategy to introduce a Market-
ing Levy and Destination Mar-
keting Organization in the
Truro-Colchester region.

The Marketing Levy Bylaw
will apply to any facility that is
required to register under the
Tourist Accommodations Reg-
istration Act.   This includes ho-
tels, motels, bed and breakfasts,
rental cottages, Air BnB’s, and
post-secondary educational in-
stitutions that provide non-stu-
dent lodging.

The levy will require all facil-
ities to charge a levy fee equal to
3% of the accommodation pur-
chase price. Long-term accom-
modations (over 30 days) and
family lodging related to medical
reasons, are exempt from paying
the 3% levy fee. This will allow
creation of a Destination Market-
ing Organization to be created
and will allow the area to gener-
ate revenue to attract events,
people and tourists with a re-
gional focus to better highlight
this area as a tourism destination.
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Truro: 2022 Construction $55,705,516 up 155.6% - Mills
Truro & Colchester Chamber of Commerce hosted the Mayors & Chief Breakfast on April 24th at Inn

on Prince. which included: Mayor Bill Mills, Mayor Christine Blair, Chief Bob Gloade and Mayor
George Lloy.

An artistic rendering of the proposed Roundabout on Willow Street, which will ease congestion on
traffic coming from the hospital and RECC area heading to Willow Street and downtown Truro. A

second roundabout  at the end of Robie Street is expected to start once NSTIR has completed repairs
to the Salmon River bridge on Hwy 102. (Town of Truro Photo)

The Town has worked with businesses in Hub-Truro Mall, Robie Street area to develop and brand a
unnique destination along Robie Street called Uptown Truro. (Town of Truro Photo)

See more images
from Mayor Mills’
presentation on 

page 14



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (None)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Average
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Average
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


