
By Darrell Cole
The mayor of the Munici-

pality of Cumberland says
safety on the job is just as im-
portant today as it was 65
years ago when 75 coal min-
ers will killed in the
Springhill Bump.

Murray Scott attended the
observation of North Ameri-
can Occupational Safety and
Health Week at the Nova Sco-
tia Community College’s
Cumberland Campus on
Tuesday, May 2, 2023, on be-
half of the municipality.

“This community is no
stranger to accidents, injuries
and deaths in the workplace
through Springhill’s mining
heritage,” Mayor Scott said.
“To see the efforts across
North America to prevent
such tragedies and work-
place accidents and injuries
is reassuring and shows how
far we’ve come in that time.”

While there has been a fi-
nancial cost of initiating and
implementing safeguards on
the job, the mayor said the
cost is even higher for those
who are injured and killed
on the job and their families
who have suffer the conse-
quences long after the inci-
dent that took the life or
seriously injured a loved
one.

“It’s important that we
understand men and women
are going to work everyday

and their families are ex-
pecting them to come home
safe,” the mayor said. “It’s im-
portant that institutions, like
NSCC, industries, municipali-
ties and government do
everything they can to keep
employees safe and prevent
accidents in the workplace.”

North American Occupa-
tional Safety and Health
Week has been recognized
since June 1997 as an agree-
ment between Canada, the
United States and Mexico.
Before that, the Canadian So-
ciety of Safety Engineering’s
Canadian Occupational
Health and Safety Week was
observed between 1986 and
1996.

Celebrated during the
first week of May every year,
the goal is to raise awareness
about occupational safety,
health and the environment
in an effort to prevent work-
place injuries and illnesses. It
aims to bring workers, com-
panies, employers and other
industries together to reduce
workplace accidents.

NSCC Cumberland princi-
pal Don McCormack said
this year’s event, which in-
cluded a flag-raising cere-
mony in front of the campus,
is the 26th time it has partic-
ipated in occupational safety
and health week activities.

“Together we can create
safer workplaces and safer

communities,” the principal
said. “The college has contin-
ued to celebrate NAOSH cel-
ebrations by helping to raise
safety awareness among all

out students, staff and faculty
as well as those in our com-
munity. Workplace injuries
are preventable and with im-
proved workplace safety
awareness such incidents
may be eliminated.”

It’s also an opportunity to
raise awareness of the work
being done by occupational
safety and health profession-

als and by encouraging safe
and health activities within
the workplace such as active
support for the work of the
joint occupational health
and committee or the work-
place health and safety rep-
resentative.

“Workers, management,
government, educators and
students all share the re-
sponsibility for fostering,
promoting and supporting
health and safety in the

workplace,” McCormack said.
“With this spirit of partner-
ship and the realization that
workplace health and safety
concerns us all, we will suc-
ceed in reducing injuries in
the workplace.”

Twenty-four Nova Sco-
tians lost their lives on the
job or because of workplace-
related injuries or illnesses in
2022. That’s up from 20 in
2021.
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Contact Mike today to set up your
in-house consultation.

Recognizing Occupational Safety and Health Week

Municipality of Cumberland Mayor Murray Scott joins with Cumberland South MLA and Natural
Resources and Renewables Minister Tory Rushton and Nova Scotia Community College Cumberland
Campus principal Don McCormack in raising the North American Occupational Safety and Health

Week flag at the Springhill campus on Wednesday, May 2, 2023. Darrell Cole – Municipality of
Cumberland photo
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