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PHOTO FEATURE
Member Appreciation held at The Hall 

By Patricia Burke
On Saturday May 6, the Parrsboro Band Association held its

first Member Appreciation since May 2019. Due to COVID 19
this annual celebration was put on hold. With The Hall
decorated beautifully in Spring colours by Barb Amon and
Brenda Wheaton and the food was consumed in short time by
all those present arranged by Nancy Nymark.

Lori Lynch vice chair welcomed everyone to this
wonderful event and Nancy Curleigh spoke on the importance
of being a member and how much we as an organization
appreciate our membership.

Having been cancelled since 2019, the organizing
committee decided the afternoon should honour and celebrate
long time members and supporters Ann & Kerwin Davison
who recently celebrated their 90th birthdays.

The afternoon was filled with laughter and stories that I am
sure will last for a long time. The Parrsboro Band Association
wishes to thank everyone who helped to make this wonderful
event possible.   

Also see photo on page 1.  (Lawrence R. Nicoll photos)

Cumberland Lowers Tax Rates
people to understand as well
that the expenses of the mu-
nicipality also went up about
$2 million this year,” Munici-
pality of Cumberland Mayor
Murray Scott said, “Policing, in-
surance, employee wages,
solid waste and mandatory
transfers are all seeing in-
creased costs. Based on that
we had to try to find some ef-
ficiencies while working to
lower the tax rate. Council
was very responsible trying to
protect the taxpayers as best
we could and continue to pro-
vide services. It’s about finding
the right balance.”

Council also approved a
general and water capital
budget of $21.6 million. 

The biggest single project
is the rehabilitation of Junc-
tion Road in Springhill at a
cost of more than $7.6 million
with over $3 million of the bill
being funded from reserves
generated from the Springhill
area rate and water utility and
over $3 million from the In-

vesting in Canada Infrastruc-
ture Program (ICIP). A water-
line replacement, along with
paving Athol Road from
McGee Street to the former
town boundary will cost about
$2.5 million. The Athol Road
project is receiving about $1
million from the ICIP with the
balance coming from water
utility funds.

The municipality is invest-
ing another $400,000 to pro-
vide bunker gear, breathing
apparatus and radios for
County fire departments,
$1,500,000 has been set aside
to purchase fire apparatus (ve-
hicles) and $2.4 million has
been earmarked from gas tax
funds for the replacement of
fire halls in Springhill and
Parrsboro as the municipality
moves forward with the hub
model of providing fire serv-
ices.

More details on both the
operating and capital

budgets will be available on
the county’s  website.

Continued from page 1

The Municipality of
Cumberland is paying trib-
ute to a former councillor
who passed away on Thurs-
day, May 18, 2023. William
“Bill” Wayne Baker was 78.

Baker was elected to mu-
nicipal council in 2012 in
the former District 7, repre-
senting the Wentworth,
Westchester area, and
served until 2016.

“I’ve known Bill for
many years as a friend and
he was someone who al-
ways cared about his com-
munity,” Municipality of
Cumberland Mayor Murray
Scott said. “He was great as a
councillor and always very
supportive of his commu-
nity and Cumberland
County.

“We are indebted to Bill
for everything he did on
council and the work he
did in his district.” Baker
was born in Shinimicas in
1943 and worked at many
jobs over the years. He had
a passion for harness racing,

training and racing many
horses over the years. He
was an active member of
the Wentworth Fire Depart-
ment for more than 35
years and was a longtime
volunteer with the Went-
worth Recreation Centre.

He also served in the
board of directors for the
Community Credit Union
and a longtime member of
the Cumberland Singers. He
liked bowling, hunting and
fishing, golf, snowmobiling
and playing 45’s.

Arrangements have been
entrusted to MacDiarmid’s
Funeral Home and Crema-
torium,

Visiting hours were May
21 at MacDiarmid’s Funeral
Home and Crematorium. A
celebration of life was held
Monday, May 22 at the
Wentworth Recreation Cen-
tre  from 2-5 p.m. with a
service of remembrance be-
ginning at 2. In lieu of flow-
ers, a donation can be made
to a charity of choice.

Cumberland Mourns Passing of Councillor Baker

Nova Scotia is sending
help to fight large, out-of-
control wildfires near Yel-
lowknife, Northwest
Territories. Twenty Depart-
ment of Natural Resources
and Renewables firefighters
and one agency representa-
tive departed Halifax Stan-
field International Airport
on Thursday, May 25.

"Our departmental fire-
fighters did tremendous
work over the past few
weeks fighting wildfires in
Nova Scotia," said Tory
Rushton, Minister of Natural
Resources and Renewables.

"Our conditions and our re-
sources are at a manageable
level, so we're now able to
answer the call to help our
colleagues in the North-
west Territories."

Current fire conditions
in Nova Scotia allow the
province's wildfire re-
sources to be shared. The
Department will continue
monitoring conditions and
make sure sufficient re-
sources are maintained in
the province. Crews could
be pulled back from the
Northwest Territories if
they are needed at home

NS Firefighters 
Helping Alberta
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