
By Maurice Rees 
A public hearing was held

pertaining to the public high-
way signage by-law at Cumber-
land Council meeting on May
5th. First reading of the by-law
occurred on April 7th. A second
reading of the by-law will take
place at the June 2, 2021 coun-
cil meeting.

At the request of council, the
Divestiture of Surplus Properties
Committee has been reviewing
surplus municipal properties.
The committee recommended
four properties in the commu-
nity of Springhill to be declared
surplus. Two separate PID num-
bers apply to a property at 84
Cowan St Springhill. Estimated
Area: PID 25226671 is 4,125
square ft, while adjoining PID
25098831 is 10,875 square ft. A
property at 23” King St,
Springhill known as PID
25232042 is estimated to be 880
square m.

The fourth property is on
McKay St, Springhill known as
PID 2539633 is estimated to be
4,420 square m. Council di-
rected the four properties to be
listed for sale at fair market value
through a real estate firm.

Following a public hearing at
the April 21, 2021 meeting, coun-
cil gave second reading to an
amendment to the Land Use By-
Law to rezone an area in Tidnish
Cross Roads. The property, owned
by Kevin Nelson, is located at the
intersection of J Baxter Lane and
Tidnish Head Road, West of Tid-
nish Dock Park. The application is
for a rezoning to permit the de-

velopment of an RV Park with 12-
15 plots, with a phasing plan of 5
serviced plots per year.

Council adopted the reim-
bursement policy for council
and the CAO. The change was
due to a housekeeping edit in
thewording and the inclusion of
physical limitations within the
policy. Council gave notice of in-
tent to consider for adoption the
meetings and proceedings of
council policy at the May 19,
2021 meeting. The changes to
the policy include the addition
of a committee of the whole
meeting each month and the
times of council meetings.

A request for proposals (RFP)

for agenda and meeting manage-
ment software closed on April
23. Council awarded the RFP to
eScribe at an amount before tax
of $22,350 per year plus a one-
time fee of $5,475. This software
will enable modernization of
council meetings on an adminis-
tration level.

Councillor Houghtaling and
REMO Coordinator Mike Johnson
will be presenting at an online
awareness event hosted by the
Chignecto Isthmus Project as a vir-
tual event on May 11, 2021.

Mayor Scott read a proclama-
tion detailing May as Lyme Dis-
ease Awareness Month in the
Municipality of Cumberland.

Council to Sell 4 Surplus Properties

By Maurice Rees
Three public meetings

formed the opening of Cum-
berland Council’s May 19th
meeting. The third meeting in-
volved three properties which
have been designated danger-
ous and unsightly. The first
meeting concerned rezoning a
property at 689 Kerrs Mill
Road, Kerrs Mill. The property
is located along the Wallace
River and Kerrs Mill Road,
Southwest of Wallace. The ap-
plication is for a rezoning to
permit the development of
Campground with year round
rentals of 3-4 Geodesic domes.
Amendments, mostly clerical
errors, were made to the ap-
plication. It is expected to be
on the agenda for the June 2nd
meeting.

The second public hearing
was to repeal several
Springhill Bylaws, which had
been discussed in April. Under
legislation, a public meeting
must be held prior to Second
Reading, which is expected at
the June 2nd meeting. 

Two properties in
Springhill and another in River
Philip, which have been iden-
tified as dangerous and un-
sightly, formed the third
public hearing on May 19th. In
a notice posted on each prop-
erty owners were advised they
could be ordered to rectify the
situation or council could
order demolition the demoli-
tion of the residence, the lev-
eling of the lot to acceptable
standards applicable to that
particular area of the County

and the removal of all debris
from the property to an ap-
proved facility.

The properties are located
at 81 Wolsley Street, Springhill;
161 Main Street, Springhill and
1895 Wyvern Road, River
Phillip. Each of these proper-
ties now have a motion of
council ordering the demoli-
tion of the residence and re-
moval of all debris.

Earlier this winter council
asked staff to prepare a list of
municipally owned properties
and requested staff identify
those properties not currently
used. Staff’s report containing
a list of 102 properties
throughout the municipality
was provided to council on
May 19th. 

South Cumberland News,
while reviewing the list has se-
lected three properties listed
with highest values. Overall
values ranged from minor
amounts in the range of a few
hundred dollars to a high of
$320,000 (pubvalue) for land
and municipal building in
Parrsboro. Another property,
an office building at 32 Junc-
tion Rd, Springhill was listed at
$91,400, while a dwelling and
garage located at 10182
Durham St, Pugwash carries a
pubvalue of $151,800.

It is our intention to review
the list and identify all 102
properties including location,
and pubvalue in the July issue. 

In other business, Council
adopted the meetings and pro-
ceedings of council policy. The
changes to the policy include

the addition of a committee of
the whole meeting each
month and the times of coun-
cil meetings.

Councillor Houghtaling
proposed the addition of two
electric vehicle charging sta-
tions for the communities of
Springhill and Pugwash. Coun-
cil has requested a report from
staff on the possibility of in-
stallation and funding oppor-
tunities. Council directed staff
to negotiate an agreement
with the Parrsboro and Area
Harbour Commission regard-
ing the maintenance of a por-
tion of Pier Road in Parrsboro.

Mayor Scott proclaimed the
week of May 30th as Access
Awareness Week in the Munic-
ipality of Cumberland.

The next public council
meeting will be June 2, 2021 at
3:30 p.m. A committee of the
whole meeting will be held
June 9, 2021 at 3:30 p.m. For-
mal minutes of the May 19
meeting are posted at
https://cumberlandcounty.ns.
ca/2021-council-minutes.html
A Facebook live recording is
available on the municipal
Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/M
unicipalityofCumberland

Council Orders Three Buildings Demolished
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A Wonderful
Gift for the whole year...

12 Months of the South Cumberland News

The Season

of Giving is here

Please send this Personal Gift Subscription to:

Name: ________________________________________________________________________________________

Street: ________________________________________________________________________________________

Town: ________________________________Prov: ______________________ Postal Code: __________________

Phone: ____________________ E-mail: ___________________________________

If RENEWAL: Sub # ___________________________ New: ________ Gift: ______

Country/Special Mail Instructions:  ________________________________________________________________

HST: 890564404RT0001
Enclose Cheque or Money Order payable to SSouth Cumberland News

LOCAL SUBSCRIPTIONS: B0M / B2N / B6L – $23.00, PLUS HST = $26.45  •  OOTHER PARTS OF NS: $28.00 plus HST = $32.20
ALL OTHER AREAS OF CANADA: $30.00, plus HST = $34.50

MAIL TO: SSouth Cumberland News, P.O. Box 41, Bass River, NS, B0M 1B0

This Personal Gift Subscription comes from:

Name: ________________________________________________________________________________________

Street: ________________________________________________________________________________________

Town: ________________________________Prov: ______________________ Postal Code: __________________

Phone: ____________________ E-mail: ___________________________________

Cumberland
South

NEWS

6 McFarlane St., PO Box 250
Springhill, NS  B0M 1X0

1-902-597-4039
Toll Free 1-833-597-8679

Fax: 1-902-597-3310

toryrushtonmla@bellaliant.com

TORY RUSHTON, MLA
Cumberland South

OFFICE HOURS:
Springhill: Monday-Friday  9 - 4
Parrsboro: Thursdays
River Hebert: Tuesdays
Please call to set up an appointment.

E-MAIL: yorkesgarageandautosalvage@gmail.com

• Boosting & unlocking service
• Tire changing service
• Buyer of cars, trucks & metals
• Used Auto Parts
• Unwanted appliance removal
• Yard clean ups and disposal
• Compact tractor service
• Light and medium duty towing

Yorke’s Garage and Auto Salvage
590 Two Islands Rd, Parrsboro, NS B0M 1S0

To sell please call 902-397-0941.
All other inquiries call

902-254-3291

These images are of old sawmills that occupied Spencer’s Island. The mills in these photographs
were owned by the Spicer family. (CFAC May Newsletter)

Spring is a time for renewal and rapid weather changes. I love to chase those special occasions, both
being in their presence and attempting to capture those past moments as shown with 

this old house – Harrisons. (Lawrence R Nicoll Photo)
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