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Portapique Community Project Moving Ahead

By Maurice Rees

Covid-19 has delayed not
derailed renovation progress
at the Portapique Community
Hall. Some of the “Get Things
Done Days” when volunteers
would carry out various reno-
vations and property improve-

ments have had to be
cancelled to abide by health
protocols.

Contingent on health regu-
lations in place at the time, the
next work day is tentatively
scheduled for June 13th.If vol-
unteers wish to sign up to as-
sist, they should contact a
project coordinator at: por-
tapiquehall@gmail.com

Andrew MacDonald, one of
the Rotary Club co-chairs, told
the Shoreline the project con-
tinues to move ahead. Con-
struction of the playground by
Cobequid Consulting is well
underway. Completion origi-
nally scheduled for May 2021
has been pushed ahead to
June 2021.The planning com-
mittee is currently working on
completion of detailed draw-
ings, and will be going to ten-
der later this summer.

Construction of the new
additional is still expected to
reach the stage, the building
can be “closed-in” by Novem-
ber. Construction costs are ex-
pected to be higher than
original estimates, because the
interest from various groups
wishing to used the facilities
required construction of an
additional 500 sq ft.

Groups identified, to date,
expressing interest in the facil-
ity include: MacPhee Centre
for Creative Learning ($57k

project); NS Remembers
Legacy Society - Community
and Education; BBBS Chil-
dren’s Programs; Fundy Shore
Community Health Board and
Fundy GeoPark (UNESCO
site).

The MacPhee Centre for
Creative Learning are still plan-
ning on hosting four weeklong
camps for children this sum-
mer.In order to acquire instru-
ments and other necessary
supplied, the centre embarked
on a $57,000 fund raising cam-

paign. Officials say fundraising
has been proceeding on
schedule and they have
reached approximately 80% of
their goal.

Once they are able to go to
tender, the next moves will be
to relocate the existing build-
ing on a new foundation and
construct the addition. The
Portapique Community Build-
Up+ project is expected to
cost in excess of $800,000
upon completion.
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The new playground at the Portapique Community Hall build-up

site is under construction, Completion is tentatively planned for
end of June. (Submitted)

Economic Development Undergoing Changes

By Maurice Rees

The faces of economic de-
velopment in Nova Scotia’s
northern region comprising
Colchester and Cumberland
municipal areas are chang-
ing. Two municipal col-
leagues, Michelle Byers,
Cumberland, and Mark
Austin, Colchester, have re-
signed.The two worked tire-
lessly on the front lines in
navigating the two counties
through the joint $60+-Mil-
lion broadband project with
Xplornet.

Mark Austin, Colchester’s
economic development offi-
cer for almost four years has
resigned effective June 11th.
Meanwhile Michelle Byers,

Cumberland’s Manager of
Community Economic De-
velopment has also resigned
her position to relocate to
the Annapolis Valley on a full-
time basis.

Byers, who lives in the An-
napolis Valley and commuted
to Amherst area for work du-
ties is reported to have de-
cided to go back to school.
Research indicates Byers
started her tenure with Cum-
berland in May 2015 with a
scope of work involving:
Lead implementation, assess-
ment, and improvement of
the Community Economic
Development (CED) Strat-
egy; present CED initiatives
and opportunities to Coun-

Turning Up The Heat

Continued from page 1
scared and losing hope for the
future,” said Martell. “We sup-
port public health in its efforts
to restrict the spread of the
virus, however, small busi-
nesses are willing to work
with government to ensure
public safety is not compro-
mised beyond current restric-
tions with a tightly controlled
approach to appointment only
customer service during the
lockdown.”

For more information
about E-Commerce support
for small business in central
Nova Scotia visit www.trutro-

colchesterchamber.com  or
email ec@tcchamber.ca
Businesses in the respec-
tive chamber areas are encour-
aged to contact: Sherry
Martell, Executive Director,
Truro & Colchester Chamber
of Commerce, 902-895-6328,
ed@tcchamber.ca; Jack Kyte,
Executive Director, Pictou
County Chamber of Com-
merce, 902-759-9785, jd-
kyte@ns.sympatico.ca or Ron
Furlong, Executive Director,
Amherst and Area Chamber of
Commerce, (902) 667-8186,
ronfurlong@icloud.com

ctimberland
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cil, the CAO, the Director of
Community Development,
the business community,and
community organizations; de-
velop, implement, oversee,
monitor, and evaluate CED
initiatives and provide leader-
ship and support in a wide
variety of areas including
tourism, project manage-
ment, beautification strate-
gies, cultural initiatives, and
community engagement

It is understood, Austin
will work two days a week
until the 11th, while he uses
up surplus overtime and va-
cation. When asked what is

Ulnooweg Development Helping Build Economy

Justin Gloade, JG Financing and Auto Sales, Millbrook was
selected as Male Entrepreneur of the Year. (Submitted)

The success of Indigenous
businesses is essential to build-
ing a strong, innovative and in-
clusive Atlantic Canadian
economy. Ulnooweg Develop
Group (Ulnooweg), located in
Millbrook, Nova Scotia, and
with  offices in New
Brunswick and in Newfound-
land and Labrador, is one of a
few Indigenous business sup-
port organizations helping In-
digenous businesses reach
their goals.

Lenore Zann, Member of
Parliament for Cumberland -
Colchester, on behalf of the
Honourable Mélanie Joly, Min-
ister of Economic Develop-
ment and Official Languages,
recently provided an update
on the latest Government of
Canada investments with Ul-
nooweg.

A recent contribution from
the Regional Relief and Recov-
ery Fund (RRRF), delivered by
ACOA, enabled Ulnooweg to
help 23 Indigenous clients ac-
cess the entrepreneurial train-
ing and digital support they
needed to serve their own
clients virtually and safely, in
compliance with pandemic re-
strictions.

A second component of
the project supported technol-
ogy upgrades to Ulnooweg’s
office systems, allowing the or-
ganization to better respond
to clients’ needs in a virtual en-
vironment, while enabling
staff to work securely and re-
motely from home.

With support from ACOA,
Ulnooweg has hosted and or-
ganized the Ulnooweg Entre-
preneur Award Show every
other year since 2005. The
event, which acknowledges

future involves, he re-
sponded he has no immedi-
ate plans, but has book in the
works; there’s a film project,
and might do some contract
work.

Speaking on the Xplornet
project, Austin said faster
broadband has already been
delivered to over 19,000
homes, but the project has
been affected by the CoVid-
19 pandemic because health
protocols have created a
backlog getting approval to
install infrastructure on Bell
Aliant and Nova Scotia Power
poles.

and celebrates the resilience
of Indigenous businesses in At-
lantic Canada, went ahead as
planned last Fall with COVID-
19 restrictions and safeguards
in place.

Nine Indigenous entrepre-
neurs received awards ranging

from Youth Entrepreneur of
the Year to two lifetime
achievement awards. Locally,
Justin Gloade, JG Financing
and Auto Sales, Millbrook was
selected as Male Entrepreneur
of the Year.

Ulnooweg Development
Group is based in Millbrook,
N.S. and has offices in Freder-
icton and Eel River Bar,N.B.;as
well as Stephenville, N.L. Ul-
nooweg’s Covid-19 Technolog-
ical Adjustments and Support
for Training to Indigenous
Businesses project received a
non-repayable contribution of
$205,000 through ACOA’s Re-
gional Relief and Recovery
Fund.

ACOA provided a grant of
$35,000 through its Business
Development Program to help
Ulnooweg offset the costs of
producing and hosting the
2020 Ulnooweg Entrepreneur
Award Show.
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THURSDAY Wing Night!
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