
On May 13th, the Mass Ca-
sualty Commission released
the approved list of those who
applied for Participation
(Standing). The decision
names individuals and groups
who will be Participants in its
proceedings. The announce-
ment of the Participation De-
cision marks the first public
proceeding of the independ-
ent Commission. 

The Commission received
applications from more than
60 individuals and groups in-
terested in participating in all
or part of the Commission’s
work. The Commission’s man-

date includes investigating
what happened leading up to
and during the events of April
18 and 19, 2020; policing; com-
munity safety; and violence, in-
cluding intimate partner
violence. 

Following the Participation
Decision, the Commission’s
next steps include ongoing en-
gagement with those most af-
fected; investigation into the
events of April 18 and 19,
2020; research and policy
work; finalizing the Rules of
Practice and Procedure; and
engaging with Participants
and planning public proceed-

ings. 
The following individuals

and groups have been granted
the opportunity to participate
in the Mass Casualty Commis-
sion proceedings. 
1.  Those Most Affected: The

Orders in Council directed
that certain groups of peo-
ple who were most af-
fected by the mass casualty
would be granted the right
to participate. The follow-
ing have indicated an inten-
tion to exercise this right.

A.  Families of the Deceased

By Maurice Rees 
Three Chambers of Com-

merce in northern Nova Sco-
tia, representing 825 members
are turning up the heat on the
Rankin government. Amherst,
Pictou and Truro and Area
Chambers are calling upon
government to support small
business by allowing them to
open to customers by appoint-
ment. 

In the co-signed letter sent
to the Premier’s office on

Thursday (May 20), as well as
to government department of-
ficials and MLAs, the chambers
delivered a collective message
that current lockdown restric-
tions are creating disparity be-
tween small business and large
corporate-owned businesses. 

“There’s no time more im-
portant to be clear with our
small businesses that the
Province sees them as impor-
tant to our economy,” said Ron
Furlong, Executive Director of

the Amherst and Area Cham-
ber of Commerce.  “Especially
as we struggle through this
third wave, with the general
population engaged in doing
their part through vaccination,
and as we can see an end in
sight.”

The chambers are asking
government to amend restric-
tions to allow small businesses
to offer sales on an appoint-
ment basis with limited hours
for customers from their own

municipality, stringent COVID-
19 public health measures in
place and contact tracing
records maintained to limit
risk. 

“We appreciate the provin-
cial approach to the economic
realities of the pandemic has
been one of collaboration
with the business sector so we
trust our suggestions will be
given priority,” said Jack Kyte,
Executive Director of the Pic-
tou County Chamber of Com-
merce. 

Sherry Martell, Executive
Director of the Truro & Colch-
ester Chamber of Commerce,
said businesses are sharing
that there has been a signifi-
cant drop in sales in recent
weeks as they attempted to
engage customers through
curbside pick-up or online
sales.  The Truro-based cham-
ber is currently offering E-
Commerce support to
business in central Nova Sco-
tia, however, their Executive
Director said poor access to
high-speed internet and cell
service continue to be an im-
pediment for many rural busi-
nesses trying to enter the
online market place. 

“Many of our small busi-
nesses are sitting on stock that
they cannot move for a num-
ber of reasons and they are

By Maurice Rees
(For more details on the

volunteers and pictures of
some of the winners, please
see our coverage on pages 14
and 15 of this issue).

Even though CoVid-19 has
cancelled in-person presenta-
tions, the Municipality of
Colchester and the Town of
Truro were able to select wor-
thy volunteers for special
recognition. As part of the
Provincial Volunteer Recogni-
tion program, both local gov-
ernments submitted nominees
to the province-wide event. A
virtual presentation event has
been delayed by the province
and will be held at a later date. 

Municipality of the County
of Colchester chose Crystal
Blair, Glenholme as their
Provincial nominee. Blair
gained fame last spring when
she kept her Petro-Pass Restau-
rant open to provide free
meals, to truckers, who were
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Dr Stephen Ellis has been acclaimed as the Conservative
candidate for Cumberland-Colchester in the next federal
election. Ellis, a long serving Truro family doctor, was selected
when David Phillips, announced he was withdrawing from the
race. Initially there were three candidates, but District 10
Councillor, Tom Taggart, earlier withdrew and since has
announced his candidacy to run provincially in Colchester
North due to long serving MLA, Karen Casey has announced
she will not run in the upcoming provincial election.

Area rates pay for new sidewalks was the information
Councillor Taggart pushed for confirmation during council’s
committee meeting on May 13th. During discussion on the
awarding a tender for a new sidewalk in Hilden, someone
around the table stated Active Transportation inputs, the funding
source for new sidewalks, are levied across the entire
municipality. Public Works Director, Michelle Newell confirmed
area rates are only applied against properties in the close
vicinity of the new infrastructure.

Colchester council agreed to recognize several fire departments
for longevity: Bible Hill Fire Department for its 75th anniversary;
Brookfield for its 75th in 2020 and Salmon River who in 2021
are celebrating their 60th anniversary. 

Bible Hill’s formal request to get a share of the Gas Tax, was
brought back to council by Councillor Parker on Nay 13th.
When discussion was concluded, Scott Fraser indicated he
would submit a report to council for the end of month.

Harmony Heights School Signage.
Colchester staff were asked ‘Is there any signage for the
Harmony Heights School, which could be provided by the
municipality?’ Michelle Newell, Public Works Director reported
the municipality has not provided signage during her tenure.
Councillor Boutilier said Colchester should not get involved in
signage for schools. Councillor Taggart could not remember
similar instances. Council discussion concluded suggesting the
principal approach NSTIR as most signs have similar template. 

Mass Casualty Commission Releases Participation List

Chambers Turning Up The Heat

Setting Priorities for Capital Projects
By Maurice Rees

Councillor Parker brought
back to council the possible
repaving of Old Courthouse,
which he previously under-
stood had been on priority list
in 2018. 

He was of the opinion the
matter had not moved forward
since he had introduced the
matter during a meeting in
2018 and wanted to know
why.

Public Works Director,
Michelle Newell explained the
2018 motion was defeated and

had not been brought back to
council even though it ap-
peared to Parker other proj-
ects had jumped the cue, been
added and completed. 

On a motion by Parker, sec-
onded by Councillor Cooper,
council approved that similar
Capital Budget items should
be brought back to council in
June for review and establish
priorities for the coming year. 

The capital budget plan-
ning is done on five year cy-
cles, but will be reviewed
annually in June.
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