
By Maurice Rees 
Cumberland Municipal

Council approved a $29.8 mil-
lion operating budget for
2020/2021 at the May 20,
2020 Public Council Meeting.
In spite of the challenges
brought by the Cov-19 pan-
demic council was able to bal-

ance the budget without
increasing tax rates. The base
rates are $1.19, residential and
$2.78 for commercial. The
base rate does not include any
local area rates which are
applicable in certain areas.
“Maintaining our residential
and commercial tax rates

without an increase is impor-
tant as we recognize the
impact of COVID-19 on resi-
dents and businesses,” com-
mented Warden Al Gillis. He
added, “We also didn’t want to
lose sight of the important
services our residents count
on.”

Highlighted services and
programs in the budget
include: keeping Transfer
Stations available to residents;
a no-fee ice program for youth
programs at the Dr. Carson
and Marion Murray
Community Centre; a uniform
streetlight fee across the rural
areas of the Municipality and
a new policy to allow for a
one-time property tax install-
ment payment program for
residential and commercial
properties negatively affected
by the COVID-19 global pan-
demic.

Based on an analysis of
municipal tax rates around
the province for the
2019/2020 fiscal year which
ended March 31, 2020,
Cumberland placed 18th for
residential taxes for the 21
municipal units. Chester was
the lowest at $0.705 for resi-
dential and Digby was in 21st
place at $1.30. In a compari-
son of commercial rates of 21
municipal districts, 

Cumberland was the high-
est at $2.78, while Antigonish
was the lowest at $1.46, per
$100 assessment. These rates
do not include any local area
rates, which apply to some
areas. 

Also, as part of the budget-
ing process, Council served
notice of a pending accept-
ance of updates to the low-
income exemption policy. The
updates will increase the
income thresholds and
exemption amounts.

By Maurice Rees
Don Fletcher says he was

given a sign from Fletcher’s
restaurant in Truro and he
called his cousin, Arden, to get
some information on the
restaurant. Ardean replied, the
restaurant started just after
WWII, 1946-47, as Garth’s

takeout. Our uncle Hazen
Fletcher bought the business
in 1949. 

He rebuilt it and renamed
it ‘Fletcher’s Restaurant’.
Garth continued with the
restaurant until 1960. 

In gathering information
Cumberland’s Councillor

Fletcher said he was told
many years ago that in the
early years sometimes moose
would be on the menu.
Recently the sign was
changed and the old sign is
now on his shed in New
Salem. 

Councillor Fletcher cur-

rently lives in the home his
grandfather built in the late
1800’s. 

Now that the sign adorns
the side of the garage of the
homestead where his Uncle
Hazen was born he feels “the
sign has come full circle”. He
added in this time of doom
and gloom, “I thought I would
brighten your day”.

ARCHWAY INSURANCE PARRSBORO 
121 Main Street,

Parrsboro, NS, B0M 1S0

Phone:  902-254-3244
Fax:  902-254-3260

Email: parrsboro@archwayinsurance.ca

ARCHWAY INSURANCE CUMBERLAND
PO Box 490, 64 Main St.,
Springhill, NS B0M 1X0

Phone:  (902)763-2277
Fax:  (902)763-2278

Email: cumberland@archwayinsurance.ca

CrossRoadsCrossRoads
Your local member owned grocery store

For all your grocery needs
Come visit us and check for “in-store” specials

Hours: Mon-Tue-Wed: 8:30 am – 8:00 pm; 
Thu-Fri-Sat: 8:30 am – 9:00 pm; Sun: 10:00 am – 6 pm.

228 Main Street Parrsboro
Phone: 902-254-2174

PARRSBORO AUTO PARTS
Open: Mon. - Fri. 8am - 5pm

Sat. 8am - 12 noon
Main Street, Parrsboro

902-254-2213

Great Village Antiques Exchange
ALWAYS

Buying Estates, Contents
Collections & items of value.

902-668-2149

Open Daily 10-5 & 1-5 Sun.
April until Christmas

8728 Hwy #2, Great Village, NS
Nova Scotia’s Antique Destination

“WE BUY YEAR ROUND”

Sell Your House. 
Pay Yourself.

Contact Debbie Yorke, 
Property Marketing Associate

Parrsboro, NS
1-902-906-5833   •  1-855-860-7812

dyorke@propertyguys.com

An old well photographed friend, the ‘flowerpot’ at Soley Cove,
took  a serious hit during our last high tide storm. A piece from

the back came off, which will likely cause some of the trees on its
top to fail eventually. An iconic piece of Nova Scotia scenery is

about to enter it’s next stage. (Lawrence R. Nicoll Photo)

With Covid-19 shutting down the province and causing
economic turmoil, Spencers Island Campground certainly did
not need further carnage caused by flooding during a recent

storm and extremely high tides. (Allen Sheppard Photos)

The original Truro based Fletcher’s Restaurant sign now adorns
the sign of the Fletcher homestead, in New Salem, where the

restaurant founder was born. (Don Fletcher Photo) 

On May 7, 2020, Lawrence Nicoll shot the Flower Moon over the Parrsboro Harbour which was
shining on the lighthouse. (Lawrence R. Nicoll Photo)

Cumberland Holds Tax Rates at 2019/20 Levels

$195 + HST

Cumberland
South

PO BOX #41 BASS RIVER, NS B0M 1B0

Serving Advocate - Southampton - Parrsboro Areas
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Full Circle for “Fletcher” Restaurant Sign
continued on page 3

Cumberland County RCMP
have charged a 33-year-old
man with several charges fol-
lowing a robbery. On April 21
at approximately 6 p.m.,
Cumberland County RCMP
received a report of an assault
in a business parking lot in
Springhill and the suspect had
left in the victim’s SUV.

A short time later, police
observed the SUV at a gas sta-
tion on Hwy. 4 near Hwy. 104
and police activated their emer-
gency equipment to conduct a
traffic stop. The SUV accelerat-

ed and did not stop. The SUV
attempted to make a turn on
Greenville Rd. but lost control
and left the roadway.  The driver
was arrested without further
incident. The driver was not
injured in the collision.

The driver, Terrence Milward
Campbell, has been remained
into custody and is charged
with the following: Robbery,
Assault Causing Bodily Harm,
Assault, Flight from Police, Theft
Under $5000, Mischief and
Failure to Comply with
Recognizance (4 counts).

Man Charged Following Robbery
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