Colchester Holds Tax Rates

By Maurice Rees

Even in a time of disarray, due
to Co-Vid-19 pandemic, and many
hours of discussion and planning,
the County of Colchester was able
to balance its 2020/21 budget and
hold the rate without a tax rate in-
crease over the 2019/20 fiscal year.
The rates are $0.885, residential
and $2.28 commercial per $100 of
assessed value.All quoted tax rates
are for the base rate applicable to
the entire municipality and does
not include any local area rates.

Property owners will face in-
creases only based on assess-
ment increases, which is
adjusted annually based on the
Consumer Price Index (CPI).
“We recognize that many of our
residents and businesses may be
struggling right now. We

worked hard to find ways to re-
duce spending without impact-

ing our high standard of service,

to ensure that we could keep
our tax rates the same. said
Colchester County Mayor, Chris-
tine Blair.

For years the county has
claimed to have some of the
lowest tax rates when compared
to 21 other municipalities, or dis-
tricts which make up the rural
parts of Nova Scotia. The rates
based on the 2019/2020 fiscal
year did not include cities,
towns or villages.

As the adjacent table shows
Colchester’s residential and
commercial tax rates; $0.885 per
$100 residential assessment
placed 9th when compared
with 21 other local govern-

was 5th at $0.82.

levels.
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ments. Lowest was District of 2019/ 20 NS Municipal Tax Rates

Chester at $0.705,and Digby the RESIDENTIAL  COMMERCIAL

highest at $1.30 per $100 resi- Ranked by Residential Tax Rate

dential assessment. Adjacent Chester $0.705 $153

Cumberland was 18th at $l.19 Guysborough $0.710 $2.68

base rate and County of Pictou Richmond $0.800 $2.10

In a province-wide analysis ~ Lunenburg $0.810 $1.96

the chart shows Colchester’s ~ Pictou $0.810 §182

commercial rate for the fiscal ~ East Hants $0.853 $2.60

year 2019/20, which ended on ~ Kings $0.853 $2.29

March 31, 2020, Colchester’s Antigonish $ 0.880 $ 1.46

commercial rate of $2.28 per Colchester (9) $ 0.885 $2.28

$100 assessment was 18th out ¢ Mary’s $0.950 $2.26

of 21 mgmmpahnes, Whlle Annapolis $1.015 $1.80

County of Pictou was 5th with a West Hant $1.032 $1.80

rate of $1.82. County of Cumber- est Hants : '

land was in 21st position witha ~ Clare $1.040 $2.07

commercial rate of $2.78. Barrington $ 1.050 $2.56

Going forward both Colch- Inverness $1.050 $1.91

ester and Cumberland balanced ~ Argyle $ 1.090 $227 In April issue we pubhshed a highway sign,

their 2020/2021 budgets by  Yarmouth $1.180 $217 which was installed incorrectly (also seen

holding the rates to last year’s Cumberland $1.190 $2.78 below). Since then we found this sign on the
Victoria $1.220 $2.12 first turn of the street at the former Sears end
Shelburne $1.260 $1.82 of the Truro Mall. To properly obey the sign
Dighy 51300 5185 motorists must drive in the ditch to the right of

e —

Charles Hepburn, East Folly Mountain Road, Debert won a one year subscription to the Shoreline Journal
for being the first person to email the correct answer to what is wrong with the above photograph in the
April issue. He replied, “The chevron on right in picture of trail signage should be reversed so slanted
lines are pointing in towards the trail”. To legally obey the right hand portion of the sign, a walker on the
trail would have to go down into the ditch, walk around the sign, then get back onto the trail. There are
additional instances of incorrect signage on the Cobequid Trail immediately past the entrances to Fundy

the highway sign. (Rees Photo)
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Exclusive in Downtown Truro!
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Discovery Site, parallel to Highway 236. Another instance of incorrect sign installation on the street
which goes behind Truro Mall, near the former Sears Store section (see above). (Rees Photo)

It's not hard to tell spring is coming. This photo taken on April 20th shows the housing
accommodations Millen Farms built a few years ago to house immigrant workers on Highway #2,
Glenholme / Great Village. All summer long the clothes lines are full of laundry. Millen Farms
requested approval for 209 workers for the 2020 season. To date they have received 45 workers, who
are “Self-Isolating”. No word on the additional 160+ required for the season. (Rees Photo)
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www.novatree.ca
How to Find Us!

Off the Trans-Canada Highway 104, take exit 11. This is the next exit
after Masstown Market as you are heading towards Amherst. At the top
of the ramp, turn left and drive 2.5 kms and we are on the right.

Or, Google Map on your Smartphone!

LUMBER - Need a Special Size?
We can help - Order by phone or email.
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Get your Fence Posts & Tree Stakes here! P‘l(.h“? ﬁ“‘s

Specialty Orders Welcome
Ship Lap, Clapboard, T&G, Board & Batten

2715 Hwy #4, Glenholme NS BOM 1G0
902-662-3129

Open Year Round - Monday to Friday 7:30pm - 5:30pm
& April, May, June & July - Saturdays 8am - 1pm
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Semi Transparent
Classic Qil Finish

Benja
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Solid Deck and Siding Stain
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ARBORCOAT
Semi Solid
Classic Oil Finish

DECKS e FENCES e SIDING * LAWN FURNITURE o GAZEBBOS

Arborcoat classic oil finish stains penetrate
deep into wood for long-lasting protection!

Downtown Truro’s

2

Chase’s

Color Centre Ltd.

Paint & Wallpaper Centre

¢ 902-895-4678
897 Prince Street, Truro )

LANDSCAPE DESIGN & BUILD

Complete Landscaping Services
HydroSeeding - Free Estimates

* Seasonal Mowing * Maintenance Contracts ® HydroSeeding
= Natural Stone = Brick Pavers » Stone Walls « Over Seeding
* Quality Experienced Workmanship * www.macintoshlandscaping.com

902-895-1119

info@macintoshlandscaping.com
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LANDSCAPING LIMITED

- EST 1965 -
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TROPICALS
HAVE ARRIVED

Check out the Mandevilla Vines
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GREENHOUSE GOLD

SOILS & MULCHES
BUY 2 BAGS OR MORE

SAVE 5 () ¢/8Ac

STARTS AT $199

HANGING
BASKETS

107 AND 12"

GARDEN CENTRE ° NOW OPEN
8 ROBIE STREET - 902.893-2422
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