
By Maurice Rees
On May 8th Premier

Stephen McNeil proclaimed
the International Decade for
People of African Descent in
Nova Scotia. The United Na-
tions declared 2015-2024 as
the International Decade for
People of African Descent to
strengthen global co-opera-
tion in support of people of
African descent so they can
enjoy social, cultural, politi-
cal and civil rights for full in-
clusion in all aspects of
society. The theme is recog-
nition, justice and develop-
ment.

“I am proud to stand here
today, as the minister repre-
senting African Nova Sco-
tians, to say we stand
committed to responding to
the United Nations’ call to
work towards ensuring the
full inclusion of people of
African descent,” said Tony
Ince, Minister of African
Nova Scotian Affairs. “As the
birthplace of African Cana-
dian heritage, Nova Scotia
should play a leadership role
in bringing people together
to ensure all Nova Scotians
are treated with dignity and
respect while having equi-
table access to the opportu-
nities our province has to
offer. 

The Government of Nova
Scotia, led by the Office of
African Nova Scotian Affairs,
is developing an action plan
for the decade to further ad-
vance government’s work
addressing systemic racism
and discrimination. The ac-
tion plan will be launched
later this year. The 2018-19
provincial budget commit-
ted an additional $710,000
to African Nova Scotia Affairs
to help the office expand its
important work support and
to support the decade action
plan. 

A significant portion of
the new funding - $500,000
- will be spent directly in
communities on program-
ming and services. The fund-

ing will also be used to cre-
ate two new Community
Outreach positions. 
To learn more about the decade

visit
http://www.un.org/en/events/af

ricandescentdecade/

By Anna Weinstein 
Nova Scotians can now find

free programs that reduce
home energy costs. Energy
Nova Scotia Foundation has in-
troduced an easy and confi-
dential new resource hub,
www.EnergyAssist.ca. 

Several organizations
throughout the province offer
programs that help homeown-
ers and renters alike improve
their energy efficiency or re-
duce their energy bills, but it
can be hard to find them and
to figure out whether you are
eligible to apply. 

EnergyAssist is a user-
friendly and confidential on-
line tool that guides users
through a few very simple
questions – geographic region,

household income, number of
residents, and type of home –
to provide links to relevant
programs for which the user
may qualify. 

Programs are available to
both homeowners and
renters, and all programs iden-
tified through EnergyAssist are
free of charge (with the excep-
tion of the in-store rebate of-
fered by Efficiency Nova
Scotia, which is a reduction in
the retail price of energy effi-
ciency products).

“Having to go to multiple
websites from different organ-
izations to try to determine
what help might be available
is a barrier, and we hope that
putting everything in a single
easy-to-use place will make it

faster and easier for people to
get the support they need,”
says Scott Skinner, Executive
Director of Clean Foundation.
“Each program has different
requirements, but finding the
ones that you qualify for can
really pay off.” 

EnergyAssist initially arose
as a way to help people con-
nect to HomeWarming, an ini-
tiative supported by Nova
Scotia Power and the Province
of Nova Scotia which helps
Nova Scotian homeowners liv-
ing on lower incomes save
money on heating and energy
through free efficiency up-
grades. Clean Foundation ad-
ministers the program in
partnership with Efficiency

Nova Scotia, and through that
work Clean identified the
need for a simple tool to help
people find and navigate the
different support options avail-
able to them. 

We are proud to make this
available beyond the bounds
of any single organization or
program, bringing in other
programs from additional part-
ners including the Salvation
Army’s Good Neighbour Fund,
provincial government pro-
grams, and initiatives from Ef-
ficiency Nova Scotia.  

For more information contact:
Anna Weinstein, Communications
Specialist, 902-982.6783; E-mail:

aweinstein@clean.ns.ca   
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Insulation, New and Existing Homes
Attic to Basement

902-895-5567
CELL: 902-899-0431

Visit our website: ddeeeenneerrggyyccoonnsseerrvveerrss..ccaa
Email: ddaannddeeeenneerrggyy@@iicclloouudd..ccoomm

34 YEARS EXPERIENCE

Home decor & more

Our Windows
have Arrived!

MONEYS WORTH RReennoovvaattiioonn CCeennttrree
2288 JJeennnniiffeerr DDrriivvee,, BBiibbllee HHiillll -- 990022--889933--22447777

FULLY STOCKED
Hurry in NOW for 
Best Selection

Lots of popular sizes of
Doors & Windows in Stock. 

Ask about CUSTOM ORDERS!

902-893-0629 Heat Pump

Sales & Service

10 Year Warranty

Parts & Service

ALL BRAND 
VENTILATION

Keeping Your Air Healthy For You.
Keep Your Filters Clean.

Air Exchangers - Duct Cleaning
and HRV Services

Quality Mini and Modular Built Homes
Financing options, energy efficient, 

1 + acre key home lots 
PAUL GRAHAM • 902-957-0094
www.uniquehomestruro.ca

EnergyAssist helps Nova Scotians to Save Money and Energy

Nova Scotia to Play
Leadership Role


